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Terry Coulson: born 29-
08-1935 died 01-02-2004 
 
Terry’s Tea Party 
On Saturday 3rd April 2004 there was an 
extraordinary gathering of people at the 
BRSLI in Queen Square. This was a 
demonstration with a difference. In honour 
of the man who participated in so many 
demos this was a demo to top them all. In 
the course of the afternoon over a 
hundred people visited the Pink Room 
upstairs. There was solidarity and much 
laughter; the sadness was suppressed, 
because that would have been his way. 
Instead we drank tea, ate cakes, and 
shared our joyful memories of the man 
who had affected us all, as friend, 
husband, father, brother, mentor. Many 
members of his family were there. 
 
Fionnuala, his wife of 48 years, and 
others, had assembled an array of 
photographs to review his life. There were 
boards with tributes and memories. It was 
a happy way of celebrating Terry who 
epitomised joie de vivre, for whom family 
spelled fulfilment, but who also had wide-
ranging contacts and friendships with 
others. He supported every sort of 
campaign that represented democracy, 
fair dealing, and green issues generally. 
He led by example. 
 
His older brother John described the 
stages of his early life. He was born in 
Bath. “Terry was a true Bathonian”, he 
said. John’s researches discovered an 
early connection with Northampton Street, 
where Terry’s latter years were spent in a 
large, light, welcoming family home. He 
initially joined the Royal Marines, which 
didn’t really suit him. Then he became a 
Civil Servant in the M.O.D. for job security, 
which would have pleased his father, who 

had struggled through the depression of 
the Thirties.  
 
Miranda, his youngest daughter, read an 
amusing and affecting eulogy which she 
had composed to review all the aspects of 
her father’s life as she remembered him, 
starting with: 
 
Terry didn’t just dip a tentative toe into the 
river of life 
he dived straight in, shiny head first, and 
totally immersed himself. 
Terry didn’t tread-water while WAITING for 
things to happen 
he swam with purpose in a lefty direction 
and MADE things happen” 
 
and ending with the lines: 
 
“And his ever-present influence will always 
be here 
embedded like a watermark within me and 
my family. 
A Friend of the Earth. A Friend of ours.” 
 

 
 
Terry and Fionnuala brought up three 
children, entertained friends, minded 
grandchildren, and were known in many of 
Bath’s circles. She, too, brought out 
John’s point that he was ‘a man who 
worked to live, he didn’t live to work!’ He 
knew how to find humour in everything. He 
enjoyed life, and in the course of it brought 
joy to others. He inspired confidence. He 
cared. 
 
Dave Searby spoke on behalf of Friends 
of the Earth, attesting to the role as local 
co-ordinator which Terry had filled for so 
many years that nobody was sure how 
many! It was traced back to 1987. He 

reminded us of Terry’s indefatigability, and 
of his leadership by example. This was 
really the message that came through in 
the course of the whole afternoon, that he 
showed us how to be pro-active, without 
criticising or moralising. With single-
mindedness he put effort into 
environmental issues that sometimes 
seemed a hopeless cause. He stuck with 
committee meetings and the nitty-gritty of 
planning rules. He persisted. 
 
Steve Bendle, Director of Envolve, paid 
tribute to the man who was one of the 
original volunteers who got the Bath 
Environment Centre established in 1995. 
He described Terry’s tenacity to persist 
with things he considered important even 
if they weren’t actually on the agenda of 
meetings. “I think we should talk about the 
incinerator!” was an example of an issue 
he would not allow to go unaddressed. We 
all know that Terry’s persistence helped to 
stave off the malign effects of an 
incinerator in our locality. 
 
Dave Beasley, who is collating a memory 
book for the family, mentioned how it is 
difficult to know just how many 
organisations Terry was connected with. 
This list isn’t comprehensive and I hope 
others will come forward to pay tribute to 
the way he was involved with 
organisations: 
 
Friends of the Earth, Earthwatch, Envolve, 
Amnesty International, Charter 88, CND, 
the Co-op, the Trade Justice Movement, 
Stop the War, World Development 
Movement, Combe Down Stone Mines 
Association, Sustrans, Bath Organic 
Group, Allotments at Victoria Gardens, 
The St. Andrew’s School Conservation 
Garden. He regularly attended the ICE 
lectures, Green Light lectures, BRSLI 
events. He enjoyed film and travel, and 
had a special liking for solving chess 
problems and crossword puzzles. This is a 
man who effortlessly combined 
sophisticated tastes with simple pleasures.  
 
He cycled everywhere. In this he showed 
the pragmatism, good sense and humility 
of being a bicycle user. He liked to swim 
and play table-tennis and croquet. He did 
what he described as ‘inefficient 
allotmenting’ at Victoria Park Allotments. 
He lacked pomposity, and knew how to 
relax. In his leisure time he read and 
belonged to a Book Group, he walked with 
Re-Sole Your Saturdays, and cycled with 
Recycle Your Sundays. He often 
undertook longer cycle rides to summer 
gatherings like Green and Away. And he 
had several long-distance cycle rides 
abroad on his record. 
 
He sang enthusiastically with three 
community choirs. Each of three acapella 
choral groups sang a couple of songs, 
choosing ones that he specially enjoyed 
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for their bouncy rhythms and quirky 
wordings. The groups were the Walcot 
Community Choir, Spirit of Harmony and 
Singing in the Round. Candy Verney 
encouraged everybody to join in a 
Hawaiian song celebrating our 
involvement in caring for the earth. The 
core song had words by Jane Mayers 
[1987] with Candy’s arrangement to a 
tune, Planxty, composed by O’Carolan: 
 
“I sing the life that is born in all of us, 
Ours to use the best way we can. 
I sing the death that is yet in store for us, 
Linking back to the place we began. 
We tread the labyrinth of our being 
To reach the shore on the other side. 
We feel the wear and the grime of our 
journeying 
Each alone, with the thread for our guide.  
The paths we travel are often in shadow 
But words are lanterns to guide our feet, 
And the joy of friendship and peace of 
solitude 
Help the myth and the meaning to meet.” 
  
The feeling of solidarity amongst the 
people who valued him was palpable. It is 
agreed that he was a beacon; that we 
need to follow on what he started, and to 
be mindful of his example. On this early 
spring day we paid witness to a man who 
had lived 68 years to the fullest. Let us 
take to heart the message next to his 
picture at Envolve: “Please leave this 
Planet as you would wish to find it!” 
Verona Bass 
 

BathFoE presentation at 
BRLSI – 19th April 
 
The first of this year’s Green Light lecture 
series was titled “Activism in the 
Community” to remember the 
achievements of Terry. The evening 
comprised short presentations by ten local 
community and environmental 
organisations of which Terry was an active 
member in each! 
 
Representatives included Fiona Remnant 
from the TJM, Nick Francis from Stop the 
War and Dave Beasley from Green 
Drinks. 
 
The BathFoE presentation was started 
Richard recounting reminiscences of 
Terry’s campaigning adventures and 
endeavours. Dave Searby then went on to 
describe our work and how everyone can 
help to protect the natural environment 
upon which we all depend for our 
everyday lives. 
 
The last speaker was Councillor Roger 
Symonds who gave a fantastic illustration 
of how very real and possible it is for 
members of the public and pressure 
groups to make important changes for the 

better within and for their local 
communities. 
I fervently hope that everyone who 
attended and/or knew Terry will be 
inspired to contribute as much as they can 
to their community and the environment. 
Chris. 
 

BathFoE AGM feedback 
 
On 24th February we held our AGM. Terry 
was an fantastically active co-ordinator, 
holding that role for some 17 years! 
 
The members present agreed that all the 
FoE activities which Terry managed would 
be delegated between the active 
members, with Chris being group co-
ordinator, Mike and Hazel continuing as 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary. 
 
Dave Searby will chair meetings, Chris will 
produce and edit this newsletter, while 
Sue Board will be group spokeswoman 
and press liaison. For a copy of the AGM 
minutes please contact Chris. 
 

ALL READERS – 
PLEASE RESPOND TO 
THIS 
 
As co-ordinator of the BathFoE group, I 
would like to ask four things of all readers: 
 
1. If you have an outstanding subscription 
payment as a member of BathFoE, could 
you kindly settle with Mike Gordon 
promptly. 
 
2. We are offering all members the option 
of setting up a STANDING ORDER with 
BathFoE via Co-op Bank as a means of 
paying subscriptions (only £6 / £3 pa ! ). If 
you would be interested in this method of 
payment, please contact me (Chris) asap. 
My contact details on back page. 
 
3. In the interests of saving paper and 
costs, would you prefer to receive this 
newsletter electronically? If “YES”, please 
contact me asap. The likely arrangement 
is that I will send out a pdf file by email of 
approx. 500kb in size. 
 
4. Could ALL readers drop me a line (post, 
tel or email) to confirm that they do receive 
their newsletter – and read it! If you’re 
happy to be a member but don’t wish to 
receive the newsletter, please let me 
know! Tel 835633 or 
email <info@bath-foe.org.uk> 
 

BathFoE switch to 
Co-operative Bank 
 
Last year Terry initiated plans to switch 
the BathFoE group finances to the Co-
operative Bank which is known for its 

strong ethical and open stance compared 
to other High Street banks.  
National FoE already banks with the Co-
operative and at our AGM in February we 
as a group decided to press ahead with 
the transfer which should be completed 
before long. 
Chris. 
 

Garden Party 
 
Dave Searby is hosting a garden party at 
his place for Bath FoE members: 
 
Sunday 16th May, 5pm 
18, Marshfield Way. BA1 6HG 
 
Please bring a bottle and/or food. 
 

"Way to go"  Day of 
action – 28th February 
 
Way to Go is a new national campaign 
spearheaded by a coalition of over 25 
major environmental and social justice 
groups to push for greener transport in the 
UK. Specifically, the coalition is calling for 
the following twelve measures: 
 
• A cycle-friendly road network and cycle 
training for all. 
• Streets, lanes and paths in good 
condition and pleasant for walking. 
• Services and facilities close to people so 
they don’t need to drive. 
• Increased funding for local public 
transport, particularly in rural areas. 
• Networks of bus lanes. 
• Quality standards that bus and rail 
services must meet. 
• Safe routes to schools for all children. 
• Lower speed limits: a 20mph default in 
residential areas. 
• A discount nationwide railcard available 
to all. 
• Grants for rail-freight projects. 
• Greater incentives to buy smaller, 
cleaner vehicles. 
• Pay-as-you-go road user charging. 
 

 
 
On Saturday 28th February, BathFoE took 
to the streets to get people to ask 
Secretary of State for Transport, Alastair 
Darling, to promote such measures during 
the Government©s review of its transport 
plan. Chris made some excellent face 
masks which transformed us into 
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members of the cabinet. I ended up as 
John Prescott but decided that giving my 
character authenticity by issuing left hooks 
to passers by was probably not 
recommended. Response from the public 
was muted (it was a cold grey morning) 
but we generated some useful press 
coverage. 
 
The Way to go campaign has produced 
some useful information. For example the 
government is proposing spending £1 
billion to widen long stretches of the M1, 
M11 and A1, despite studies showing it 
will only save drivers 11 seconds in 
morning peak hour journeys! The same 
amount of money could, we estimate, 
provide safe routes to schools for up to 
one-third of school children in the 
country. The Way To Go coalition have 
also published the following: 
 
“York city centre experienced a doubling 
of pedestrian footfall when traffic 
restrictions and other measures to 
improve the pedestrian environment were 
introduced. In Camden, the Boulevard 
Project has recognised the importance of 
pavements in creating pleasant conditions 
for walking. Pavements across the 
borough have been improved. In fact, the 
council says it's saved money that it would 
have paid in compensation to people 
falling on uneven paving. 
 
A school in St Albans halved its car use in 
one year to 21 per cent after introducing a 
school travel plan. In Shrewsbury, a 
school has reduced car use by 30 per cent 
thanks to measures like introducing safe 
routes to schools.  
 
In London, bus services receive 
substantial investment. That investment 
has paid off. Each weekday 7500 London 
buses carry 5.4 million passengers on 
over 700 different routes. Transport for 

London say that its transport plans can 
deliver benefits worth around £34 billion to 
London’s economy over the next 15 years, 
a multiple of three times the cost to 
implement them. 
 
In February 2003, congestion charging 
started in central London. Car, van and 
lorry drivers are charged £5 to drive in 
central London during peak hours on 
weekdays. The effects of the charge have 
been impressive. Traffic levels in the zone 
have fallen by 16 per cent and bus journey 
times have improved due to the reduced 
congestion. Cycling rates are up by 30 per 
cent in London.” 
  
For more information on the Way To Go 
campaign, or to send an e-postcard to 
your local MP, visit the campaign website 
at www.waytogo.org.uk 
 
Dave Searby 
 

The Nuclear Laundry 
 
The following are extracts from Low Level 
Radiation Campaign (LLRC) briefing 
paper, March 2004. The danger is clear – 
beware of staying or playing within a mile 
of seaside near any nuclear facility such 
as Hinkley Point in Somerset: 
 
History repeated. 
Twenty years ago researchers for the 
Yorkshire TV programme “Windscale – the 
Nuclear Laundry” discovered that 
childhood leukaemia in Seascale, near 
Sellafield, is twelve times higher than the 
national average. Now the Welsh TV 
channel HTV has done the same thing for 
the Menai Strait, which lies between 
Anglesey and north Wales. Mud banks in 
this area are contaminated by Sellafield’s 
discharges. 
 

Like YTV, HTV has identified the children 
involved and has interviewed them and 
their parents. A documentary was 
broadcast on the Welsh language channel 
SC4 on February 10th. These are real 
children, so it will be hard for the 
authorities to deny the data. The cluster is 
more severe than Seascale and its 
statistical strength is far greater. 
 
Caernarfon 
In the seaside town of Caernarfon 
leukaemia in the 0-4 year-old age group is 
more than 20 times higher than the UK 
national average. Brain cancers in the 0-
14 age group are 18 times the average. 
 
Elevated risks not confined to the town. 
�  The 34 wards surrounding the Menai 

Strait have: 
�  An 8-fold excess of leukaemia in 

children younger than 4; 
�  A 5-fold excess of brain and spinal 

cancer in children younger than 15; 
�  A 10-fold excess of retinoblastoma in 

children under 14. (Retinoblastoma, a 
rare eye cancer, has been associated 
with radioactivity since the Seascale 
cluster of leukaemia is accompanied 
by a 20-fold excess of retinoblastoma 
in children of Sellafield workers). 

 
Not a random cluster 
The statistical significance of all the results 
is very high, so this is not a chance 
occurrence. Nor is it a temporary thing – it 
shows in Cancer Registry records going 
back to 1974 and it’s getting worse. 
 
The WCISU 
Welsh Cancer Intelligence and 
Surveillance Unit is responsible for Welsh 
cancer data. WCISU has a history of 
erasing data. Cancer registries across the 
country are blocking researchers’ access 
to small area health data. 
 
They already knew 
Long before the HTV documentary the 
authorities knew cancer in Wales was a 
problem: 
�  In 1994 Wales Cancer Registry 

(WCR) published a statement that 
childhood leukaemia in Wales was 
twice as common as expected. They 
were going to investigate. 

�  In 1995 WCR told LLRC that they had 
confirmed 95% of the cases – in other 
words the excess was real. 

�  In 1995 all of WCR’s small area data 
was leaked to us (in contrast to their 
publications, which only showed 
aggregated data for large areas). 

�  In 1996 WCR was closed down. 
�  In 1997, using the WCR data we 

reported that children who live along 
the Irish Sea coast of Wales have a 
higher than average risk of 
contracting cancer and leukaemia. 
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�  In 1998 the new cancer registry in 
Wales revised WCR data, wiping out 
3500 cancer cases. 

�  In 1999 BBC TV broadcast “Sea of 
Troubles”, a documentary based on 
our research. 

�  In 1999 COMARE ‘investigated’, 
allowing the WCISU to purge 
databases and use population figures 
from the wrong census period. 

 
What causes high cancer risk near the 
sea? 
Radioactivity from Sellafield, weapons test 
fallout and nuclear power stations clings to 
fine particles of silt in estuaries and mud-
flats in the sea. Silt is churned up by wave 
action; air bubbles burst, throwing 
microscopic particles into the air. These 
are blown onto the land and can be 
inhaled, resulting in high radiation doses 
to the body tissues they lodge in. 
 
How you can help 
The Department of Health should disband 
COMARE (Committee on Medical Aspects 
of Radiation in the Environment) and 
SAHSU (Small Area Health Statistics Unit) 
which were established twenty years ago 
to advise the government and monitor 
official data. For twenty years they have 
failed to protect public health. 
The DoH should set up a new inquiry with 
a remit similar to the Black committee. 
 
Action 
 
Write about this to: 
Rt. Hon. John Reid MP, Secretary of State 
for Health, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall. 
London. SW1A 2NS; and 
 
Elliot Morley MP, Minister for Environment, 
DEFRA, Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, 
London. SW1A 3JP; and 
 
Your MP, House of Commons, London. 
SW1A 0AA. 
 
For more information contact the LRCC at 
The Knoll, Montpellier Park, LD1 5LW or 
tel. 01597 824771 or email 
<bramhall@llrc.org> 
 
Richard 
 

Bath Bites Back at WTO  
 
Our vigilance at fighting GM crops and 
food is paying off. Bayer has withdrawn its 
GM fodder maize, to which Blair and 
Beckett gave their blessing in March. But 
we need to keep up the pressure. The GM 
seed producers are determined to gain 
control of farming and food. 
 
On 3 April we launched the Bite Back 
campaign and gained 194 signatures for 
the petition to the World Trade 
Organisation that it should reject the US 
demand that the European Union dump its 

labelling laws and any other restriction on 
GM foods. The WTO hearing is on 17 
May. 
 

 
 
The signatures need to be in London by 
30 April to join the protest from 230 
organisations worldwide. These will be 
presented before the hearing as a 
demand that we have the right to choose 
what we eat, and we do not want GMs. It 
is also a protest at the undemocratic and 
unaccountable nature of the WTO, which 
usually only listens to the views of 
governments and big business. It will not 
publish any reasons for its decision. 
 
Bath MP Don Foster, Leader of B&NES 
Council Paul Crossley and the pro-
environment incoming mayor of Bath (from 
May) Cllr Roger Symonds have all bitten 
back and signed our petition. 
 
Action 
 
If you have not signed the Bite Back 
objection to the WTO, please do so before 
end-April. 
There are petitions at Envolve (Bath 
Environment Centre), Harvest, Bath Spa 
University College, London Road Food 
Coop, and Beaufort Store (Balustrade, 
London Road). 
Or you can sign online at: 
www.bite-back.org 
 
Susan 
 

Oppose GM by stealth 
 
The greedy GM seed patent holders have 
plenty of tricks up their laboratory and 
office-suited sleeves. As they battle with 
us to get approval for commercial growing 
of GM crops, they are now turning to 
imported food as a way round public 
opposition. 
The Belgian authorities recently decided 
that GM oilseed rape should not be grown 

in Europe but could be imported for use in 
food and animal feed. This decision has 
now gone to the other EU member states, 
including UK, for their opinions.  
 
The Belgian authorities seem to have 
forgotten that European consumers do not 
want GM food. 
 
The importation of GM maize to Mexico is 
thought to be the reason for the 
contamination of the original maize plants. 
Modern seeds travel on wheels literally 
and can fall off anywhere. Other 
contamination will occur through food 
processing machinery, from silos or other 
storage. Importing is no guarantee against 
contamination. 
 
Oilseed rape, a member of the brassica 
family, has a huge number of relations 
wild and domestic that are native to 
Europe. Therefore pollution will be 
widespread. 
 
Action 
 
Write or email your protest, including the 
above points, to  
 
Franz Fischler, Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Rural Development and 
Fisheries, European Commission, 200 rue 
de la Loi, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Email: <kabinett-fischler@cec.eu.int> 
 
Margaret Beckett, Secretary of State, 
DEFRA, Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, 
London SW1P 3JR 
 
Rosemary Todd, B&NES Council 
Executive Member for the Environment, 
Guildhall, High Street, Bath BA1 5AW 
Email: <rosemarytodd@ 
wellow64.freeserve.co.uk> 
 
Susan 
 

Press for GM-free South 
West 
 
The South West Regional Assembly will 
decide in June whether the South West 
becomes a GM-free area. The weakest 
link is Wiltshire just down the road, a 
breath away on an easterly wind. 
 
B&NES has adopted a resolution to be 
GM-free. Most of the rest of the South 
West has done so too. B&NES Leader 
Paul Crossley is the driving force behind a 
robust resolution for the region to 
formalise this and join 10 other EU regions 
in pressing the EU to make good its 
pledge to uphold the precautionary 
principle. The assembly will decide on 23 
June. 
 
Activists in Wiltshire have urged the 
County Council to go GM-free, but so far 
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Wilts is wilting. It is a major crop producing 
county so a distinct threat of 
contamination to us.  
 
Action 
 
Write, setting out your concerns of GM 
contamination and the lack of clarity in the 
law of producer liability for this, to: 
 
Cllr Mrs Jane Scott, Leader of Wiltshire 
County Council, City Hall, Bythesa Road, 
Trowbridge, Wilts BA14 8JW 
 
Write to members of the South West 
Regional Assembly asking them to adopt 
the GM-free resolution. Check website: 
www.swra.gov.uk 
 
Write or email support to: 
Cllr Mr Paul Crossley, Leader B&NES 
Council, Guildhall, Bath BA1 
<Paul_crossley@bathnes.gov.uk> 
 

Targeting supermarket 
buyer power with ours 
 
After the Office of Fair Trading©s latest 
failure in February to penalise the 
supermarkets for reducing consumer 
choice by unfair trading, we need to make 
them listen to consumer power. 
 

 
 
In March Bath FoE signed up 200 
shoppers to demand zero tolerance for 
GM in all foods stocked by the 
supermarkets. As the government tries to 
force GMs on us (Labour MPs killed the 
GMO Bill on 26 March), the main line of 
defence has become the supermarkets. 
Their buying power is strong enough to 
keep GMs out. 
 
If you haven©t signed up to zero tolerance 
yet, you can do so on the FoE website. 
There are direct contacts through to main 
supermarkets, so please lobby all the 
ones you use. 
 
The new EU labelling laws, which come 
into effect on 18 April, set a threshold of 
0.9% GM content before labelling is 

required. It is not strict enough, but it is the 
best law of its kind so far. National FoE 
would like us to look out for GM 
ingredients on labels and to send them 
details via text message or email to 
establish a database for the ongoing 
watch. 
 
Action 
 
Ask your supermarket to go for zero 
tolerance GMs via www.foe.co.uk/gmfree 
 
Text 83248, starting your message with 
"foe gmo" and giving the brand product, 
supermarket name and location, or 
Email the same details to 
<info@foe.co.uk> 
 
Susan 
 

Be your own GM-free 
zone 
 
How about a luvverly corn on the cob, 
brilliant yellow flowery oil seed rape, mini 
paddy field, yummy beet greens all your 
own? GM-free and registered as such 
locally, nationally and at the EU. 
 
John Clark, a Ryedale district councillor, 
has launched the Maize Plant Campaign 
to get as many people as possible to plant 
GM-free maize and then ask for protection 
under the separation distances set by EU 
law. However inadequate, these 
separation distances are intended to 
protect non-GM growers. The more 
growers there are the harder it will be to 
establish GM crops. 
 
Apparently there are few conventional or 
organic maize growers in the UK. I don©t 
believe it, but it can never hurt to have 
many more. The system could also be 
applied to any of the crops for which the 
government and EU are considering GM 
growing or imports.  
 
You do not need a farm. A large flower pot 
(outside), window box, normal allotment or 
garden will do. Plant your maize, oilseed 
rape, rice, beetroot, and make your 
demands to be protected from GM 
contamination to the council, DEFRA and 
the European Commission (addresses as 
above). 
 
Extra information on this scheme from 
<Johnclark@gmfreeryedale.org.uk> or 
www.gmfreeryedale.org.uk 
or phone 01751 417131. 
 
Please let me know if you and your 
window box or plot go GM-free, so I can 
feed back to national FoE.  
 
Susan Traill, 14 Grosvenor Place, Bath 
BA1 6AX 
<susan@straill.fsnet.co.uk> 

StopE$$O day of action – 
Sat 15th May 
 
BathFoE is organising another 
demonstration outside a local ESSO 
garage this coming May. 
 
Details from Chris. Come and join us! 
 

Launch of 
‘Bath Cycling Campaign’ 
 
Just a few years ago, the government set 
ambitious targets to reduce the amount of 
car travel and quadruple cycle use to more 
than 10% of total journeys. Where are we 
now? Obesity is becoming a national 
disease as traffic grows and cycling 
remains stuck around a disappointing 1-
2% of journeys in Bath. Compare that 
figure with hillier Switzerland (15%), 
snowier Sweden (10%) and windier 
Denmark (18%). 
 
Whilst B&NES is working with Sustrans to 
develop a route to Radstock and Frome, 
there is little evidence that much is being 
done to encourage more people to cycle 
in Bath itself. Instead there is talk of a 
partial removal of the bus gate and 
spending £50million on a short link road 
through water meadows to link the A36 
and A46.   
 
Imagine how £50 million could transform 
the life of everyone in Bath if it was 
invested in walking, cycling and public 
transport in the city! The success of the 
Bristol-to-Bath path with 1.7 million 
walking and cycling journeys last year 
shows just what can be achieved with the 
provision of high quality facilities. The 
National Cycle Network already passes 
through the City. 
 
With the political will, Bath could be 
transformed into one of the leading cycling 
cities in the country. Bath has a potentially 
rich network of cycle routes, which could 
be inexpensively developed and could 
generate a huge amount of cycling helping 
to solve congestion and obesity with a 
push of the pedals! About a quarter of 
journeys are less than 2 miles and many 
of these could easily be transferred to 
bicycle. Bath is compact, and the centre is 
flat. What are we waiting for? 
 
Action 
 
Come to the launch meeting of Bath 
Cycling Campaign at Envolve, Thursday 
17th June, 7.00 pm and let’s change the 
way Bath travels! 
 
The Eternal Optimist 
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May 
Sat 1st  Resole Your Saturdays 

Walking trip up Sugar Loaf Mountain, Abergav. 
Contact Chris for details 835633 

Sun 9th  Recycle Your Sundays Bath Abbey 10.30am 
Colerne and north, 20-25 miles 
Pub stop, but bring sandwiches 
Caroline 01225 461259 

Wed 12th  Green Drinks, upstairs at The Rummer 8.30pm 

Sat 15th  ACTION: StopE$$O 
Details from Chris 835633 

Sun 16th  Garden Party @ Dave Searby's place. 
5pm, contact Dave 312770 (see page 2) 

Sun 23rd  Recycle Your Sundays Bath Abbey 10.30am 
Marshfield, Cotswolds, 30 miles 
Bring sandwiches 
Barry 01225 789649 

Tue 25th  Bath FoE monthly meeting 7.45pm 
Envolve, Green Park Station 

Sun 29th  Recycle Your Sundays Bath Abbey 10.30am 
St Catherine©s Valley and Marshfield 20m & 
pub lunch. Tricia 01373 474086 

  

June 
Sat 5th ACTION: Recyling day / World Environment 

Day 
Check for details ± Chris 835633 

Sat 5th  Resole Your Saturdays 
Walking from Chetnole to Maiden Newton. 
Leave Bath Spa station 9.16am prompt 
Contact Chris for details 835633 

Sun 6th  Recycle Your Sundays Bath Abbey 10.30am 
Bitton and St. Catherine©s Valley, 25-30 miles 
Pub lunch Upton Cheney 
Stephen 

Wed 9th  Green Drinks, upstairs at The Rummer 8.30pm 

Sat 12th ± 
Sun 20th  

National Bike Week including 
Bike2Work days 

Thurs 17th  ACTION: “ Bath Cycle Campaign”  launch, 
Envolve, 7pm 

Sun 20th  Recycle Your Sundays Bath Abbey 10.30am 
Compton Dando, Keynsham, cycle track, 25 
miles & pub lunch 
David Cramb 01225 465156 

Tue 29th  Bath FoE monthly meeting 7.45pm 
Envolve, Green Park Station 

  
July 

Sun 4th  Recycle Your Sundays Bath Abbey 10.30am 
Chew Magna and Dundry Hill, 30 miles 
Bring sandwiches 
David Beasley 01225 425200 

Sat 10th  Resole Your Saturdays 
Walking thro' Duchy of Cornwall Country. 
Bath bus station depart 9.30am prompt 
Contact Chris for details 835633 

Wed 14th  Green Drinks, upstairs at The Rummer 8.30pm 

Sat 17th / Sun 18th Recycle Your Weekend 
Cycle camping weekend - phone for details 
Tricia and Simon 01373 474086 

Tue 27th Bath FoE monthly meeting 7.45pm 
Envolve, Green Park Station 

  

  

 

Who Does What 
Group Coordinator & 
Newsletter editor 

Chris Benson 835633 

Membership & Treasurer Mike Gordon 334516 
Spokesperson and press 
liaison 

Sue Board 335962 

 
Campaign Group / Activists 

Local Government David Searby 312770 
Waste Andy Nelmes 338742 
Toxics Richard Carder 313531 
Real Food and GM Susan Traill 339861 
Biodiversity and Habitats Joanna Byrd 

& Sue Board 
337378 
335962 

Climate & Energy Chris Benson 835633 
Transport   
Environmental Impact 
Assessments 

David Beasley 425200 

   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bath FoE meets on the last Tuesday of each month at Envolve, 
Bath Environment Centre, Green Park Station. 
Meetings start at 7.45pm.   All are welcome. 

 
General enquiries: Chris Benson, 4 Somerdale Avenue, Bath. 

BA2 2PG. Tel 01225 835633 
Group spokesperson: Sue Board, Tel. 01225 335962 

Email info@bath-foe.org.uk  website www.bath-foe.org.uk 
Subscriptions ± minimum £6 pa per household or £3 if unwaged. 

Cheques payable to ªBath FoEº or Standing Order. 
Contact Mike Gordon, 3 Raglan Street, Bath. BA1 6HP. 

 
When you join Bath FoE you get 

free membership of National FoE for 1 year 
(Tell your friends) 

 
Please check your address label to see if your subs are due 

 
This newsletter is produced quarterly. Send items to Chris, 

preferably by email or disk as plain text. Include photos/images 
(images can be tiff, psd, gif, bmp or jpg) 

 
For email updates between newsletters, with occasional news 

items please email info@bath-foe.org.uk 
 

 


