 MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Friday, 17th April 2009 in the Committee Room of  Blackmore Village Hall.  Commencing at 7.30pm.  NB: The meeting had to be re-scheduled from Thursday 16th April due to the venue being held for an emergency Parish Council meeting for residents with regards to the recent gypsy encampment at Plot 3, Oak Tree Farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore.
Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon, Mrs Nelson, Treasurer and Susan Barnes, Parish Clerk. Also present County Cllr Ann Naylor and Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Spiers, Cllr Marr, Cllr Giordan and Cllr Thomas.

AMENDMENTS

Nil.  The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

Terry and Eileen Smith expressed disappointment that the leaflet drop was not extended beyond the village of Blackmore informing Parishioners of the emergency meeting scheduled to inform residents about actions being taken in respect to the recent gypsy encampment (as mentioned above).  They felt it should have included the residents of Hook End and Wyatts Green as a whole Parish.  His comments were noted and this will be considered in the future.   
CORRESPONDENCE

0557
Clerk read out the price increase letter from Heatherland regarding skip hire – all accepted.
0558
Clerk read out an email from Ray Potter.  He asked if the Council had made a decision to remove the dog pen areas to make it easier for grass cutting.  The Clerk will revert with the Council’s instruction to go ahead and remove them.  Also he confirmed that he had previously replaced the fence to the left hand side of the play area as from the gate entrance, and also previously replaced the fence to the left of the gate.
0559   The Clerk had received notification from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) advising the next Brentwood Citizens Panel to be held on 23rd April 2009 in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.  The meeting will take place at 3pm and 7pm in order that those unable to attend during the day would have the opportunity to attend the later one.  The Citizen’s panel has been developed to allow the Council to consult with residents regarding its views and contribution on shaping the future Borough.  This was posted by the Clerk on all notice boards. 
0560
The Clerk was in receipt of the alteration to the register of electors which would be filed at the office.
0561
The Clerk advised she had received an email from National Association for Local Councils (NALC), regarding the revision to the Freedom of Information Act.  NALC had been alerted by an Independent film broadcasting company, Films of Record, that they wish to issue a letter (including Parish and Town Councils) for a feature in a future BBC Panorama programme.  NALC refused to distribute the letter on behalf of the Company but believe they will find alternative means to directly contact selected Parish and Town Councils.  NALC is more than willing to help from any service area if a Council or CALC would like further information or assistance in this matter.  The briefing was issued by Alan Jones, Head of Communications.      

0562
Clerk had received and forwarded to Madeline Henwood a letter from Ursula, BBC Planning Department, regarding the building work for the Youth Centre.  Madeline Henwood had passed this onto Brian Reeve and he is dealing with it accordingly.
0563
Clerk had received a letter from Clare Corby of the Village Fayre Committee to formally request permission to use the recreational areas of Blackmore Village including Horse Fayre Green and the Village Green for the duration of the fayre over the Whitsun weekend, 23rd to 25th May 2009.  The Clerk will write to give the Council’s usual permission. 

0564
Clerk had received a further letter request regarding the Village fayre asking if they could utilise the Millennium field for extra parking if required during the fayre.  The Clerk was requested to write back advising that they could use the area to the left hand side of the main entrance gate (where the bonfire usually is) for cars only and assuming no adverse weather conditions or re-instatement would be sought.  All were in agreement with this proposal.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr Keeble (Borough), advised he had attended a BBC meeting and it was decided that the xmas lighting up ceremony on the High Street will this year take place on a Saturday, with Police cover as necessary.  Date and time to be confirmed nearer.

Cllr Keeble also advised that regarding the occupancy at the cinema project complex, if it reaches 60% then work will commence at the end of 2011.  

Cllr Henwood (Borough), advised that the Leader and Deputy Leader of Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) will be announced on Monday 20th April 2009 which will signal a change of regime.  
Cllr Henwood also reported there will be in place a new Borough Council initiative to assist the elderly through the moving process.  If they have to move from a larger, to a smaller Council house, they will get step by step help and support to encourage and counsel them through the process.  Cllr Henwood will get involved, should anyone know of an elderly person in this situation, please speak to her.

Ann Naylor (County), advised there will be an over 60’s ‘tea and cake’ afternoon get together on Friday 24th April 2009 – 1pm at the Brentwood Centre should anyone wish to attend.
Also she reported that Peter Rose was looking into the accident and the safety aspect at the junction with Swallows cross. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0565 
FINANCE

Mrs Nelson, Treasurer advised there was not much to report and finances were in accordance with the minutes as previously circulated.  

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (March 2009)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

 195.18                          E-On`                               Electricity at Millennium Park

 103.58                          T Smith                            Expenses (Herald Mag)

2022.70                         BBC                                 Various services in Parish (ref.invoice no. 1743903)

   87.98                          BBC                                 Play inspection 12/3/09

 154.50                          RD Potter                         maintenance – inv. TOJ2008/044

 483.08                          EALC                               Affiliation fee 2009/10

 144.00                          Heatherland Ltd               skip hire

 376.82                          MD Landscapes Ltd         Grass cutting – inv. 762

 163.88                          J Oddy & Sons Ltd          materials supplied

  30.00                           Chelmsford County Court    ‘Yankey’ – bin arson – small claims court fee

10,000.00                      BYC Project Group          Parish Council donation to youth centre project

Cheques to be drawn prior to May AGM for signing: (Amounts to be confirmed with invoice/receipts)
· Bus service at Allen Ford, Warley – 20.4.09

· BUS MOT due 30.4.09

· BJK Insurance – bus insurance due 4.5.09 (awaiting renewal docs)

· Bus tax – due 30.4.09

Receipts:

· BACS remittance advice £29,312.71 – First half of Parish precept.
· Cheque refund £412.95 – from Lindsey Heating (over payment).  


Payments:

· £1,489.09 Fixed rate loan payment due ex our account on 11.5.09. 
0566 
FINANCIAL POWERS

Mrs Nelson confirmed she is awaiting confirmation from Essex County Council (ECC) regarding the VAT element paid to us in error for the grant for sanding the football pitches.  

Cllr Henwood suggested in the near future that the Parish Council Association contact the new leader of the Borough Council to dispute the 10% yearly reduction in our discretionary grant. 

0567 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.

0568 
COMMUNITY BUS

The Clerk reported that the bus is booked in for its annual service on 20.4.09 at Fords, Warley Branch.  The MOT is due thereafter and the TAX is due 30.4.09.  She would also renew the bus insurance due on 4.5.09 and the RAC breakdown cover is due for renewal 5 June 2009 – all items in hand.  The Clerk also reported the bus has been subject to damage at the rear end due to the youth centre building work security fencing being positioned too closely to the garage entrance and this may continue to be a problem until the building work is completed.  It was agreed by all that the Clerk will hold fire on the body repair work previously agreed until after such time to reduce the costs should the bus be damaged after the body work was completed.  Cllr Keeble will also ask the builders to move the fencing over further to eliminate this.     
0569  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood advised that the Youth Centre project group had reached £274,000 in funding to date but further funding still required for completion.  The Parish Council donated £10,000 this month towards the project as agreed and the cheque was passed to Cllr Henwood to pass on for processing.  Cllr Henwood also advised there is a Committee in place to assist with functions, bookings and helpers as required but voluntary helpers are always welcomed.
0570 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble advised that the bonfire area has now been cleared and therefore can be used by the Village fayre for overflow parking if required.
0571
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Nothing new to report
0572
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing new to report.

0573 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  

0574 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report.  

0575
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Clerk had invoiced April rents in respect of this – pending receipt.
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0576
 PROGRESS REPORT


Nothing new to report


The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 11th June 2009.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 8th April 2009 and the minutes had been circulated to all prior to the Parish Council meeting.  Plans had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting.


0577
 PLANS

The following planning applications were discussed at the committee meeting and the minutes were circulated to all councillors accordingly prior to the Parish Council meeting:


APRIL 2009: TPO/BRW/18/2009,   BRW/87/2009,   BRW/104/2009,   BRW/136/2009,  BRW/150/2009,  BRW/173/2009. 

Cllr Henwood again stressed that we should have a presence at the monthly BBC planning Department meetings as this would be beneficial with such things as enforcements and could the committee put forward candidates to attend these. 

0578
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Prior to the recent encampment on the site which now creates new problems with regards to enforcement. 

Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Cllr Marr also wrote to BBC regarding the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property; still no reply has been received – Still outstanding.

Cllr Keeble reported that he had contacted the Enforcement Officer, BBC regarding Kings acre, Fingrith Hall Road, Blackmore.  The owners must put in planning permission within the next 21 days.
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 2nd March 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith

Apologies for absence:  Cllr Brown

0579
Drain clearance and road sweeping

Monitoring
0580
Village speed


Still pending 5 awarded VAS signs - monitoring 
0581
Allotments


Still no suitable ground found
0582
“Cats Eyes”


Some Cats eyes missing along Hook End Road and Blackmore Road.  However, upon checking with BBC, they advise they have no budget for missing cats eyes as they are not deemed to be dangerous or hazardous.    

0583
Ponds

The Clerk confirmed the skip had been hired for the pond Working party on 18.4.09. Letter received from Peter Sloman, contact with Mr Gaymer.  Mr Gaymer suggesting early August.  This seems acceptable to environment committee and all concerned. 

0584
Notice Boards



Clerk has asked Ray Potter to replace the Perspex in the Horsefayre Green Notice board.  Mr Potter dealing with
0585
Road signs


Being monitored
0586
Meadow Rise - seeding


Mr Hulse dealing with for Spring – Clerk will chase again
0587
‘Beehive Chase’ - pavement


Mr Hulse dealing with 
0588
‘Blacksmiths Alley’ – poor condition

Sign has now been removed.  Monitoring.  Awaiting building work to finish
0589
Gunnells Corner – wheelchair access


Committee feel this is not a job for Rangers as pavement needs widening to accommodate a wheelchair.  Could Clerk ask Mr Hulse for confirmation of this.- Awaiting answer from Mr Hulse

0590
‘Church Street’ - grate


April budget - monitor
0691
Dog litter bin – Blackmore green – (opposite pond – Chelmsford Rd)

Clerk had contacted Ray Potter to re-site dog bin from Walter Hobbs field to end of footpath opposite village pond, Chelmsford Road.  However, Ray Potter reported back that there are only two well used dog bins at Walter Hobbs and he did not have any ‘spare’ bins in stock to utilise.  He also expressed concern at handing the used dog waste bins without them first properly being sanitised and it would be better, and quite possibly more cost effective to purchase a new bin to avoid this.  It was agreed the Clerk will cost the bins in time for the next Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk had also contacted Environmental Health, BBC to ask if a ‘no dog fouling/penalty’ sign could be placed upon the Green at Blackmore (near the ponds) as this seems to be an ongoing problem with dog walkers in this area.  Pending response.  
0592
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Road


Awaiting Mr Hulse – he is dealing with
0593
Recycling (Bring) Site – Blackmore Village Hall


Cllr Keeble dealing with
0594
Trip Hazard – Meadow Rise


Mr Hulse dealing with
0595
Flagpole


Quote received from Piggotts.  6 metre Fibre glass pole: delivered and erected for £595.00.  Flags additional.  Cllr Smith kindly volunteered to pay for the Union Jack flag and Cllr Town volunteered to pay for the St George’s cross.  Looking into grants to help with cost as Environment budget already stretched.  
0596
War Memorial


Clerk requested to contact Bennett’s Funeral/Stonemasons services to ask them to meet at the site to provide a formal written quote which is required for the grant application which Ted Hall is kindly applying for.  Ted Hall advised he has managed to obtain a grant to cover half of the renovation costs and the Parish Council will have to cover the balance.  Cllr Town proposed the Clerk contacts Clare Corby of the village Hall Committee to ask if they are able to make a donation from the proceeds of the Village Fayre towards this cause.  Action: Clerk to send letter.  
0597
Loose posts by pond


The Environment committee suggest posts be erected all around the Green to stop people driving over the grass during floods – it is estimated approximately 18 will be needed.  Action:  Clerk to obtain suitable company and quotes for consideration.
0598
Rats – village pond


Quote for 11 bait boxes given by contact of Cllr Smith.  A further quote is being sought to see whether we need this many.
0599
Bridge over ponds


The Clerk advised receipt of an email received from Dean Warren, ‘Mouchel’ (who handle all bridge structures on behalf of Essex County Council), this was passed on from the Clerk’s contact at ECC, Danny Jennings.  They will carry out an inspection in the forthcoming week and report back. 
0600
Lorries through the Village


As above item (0599)

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 11th May 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0601
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith advised next edition deadline: Last Friday in April (24th) 2009.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

0602
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on Tuesday 7th April 2009 – Present: Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Keeble 

Apologies: Cllr Bennett

The minutes were circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as items listed below:

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – It was agreed by all that the dog pen areas should be removed which will help with the cutting of the pens and the grass.  Action: Clerk to ask Ray Potter to remove them. 
b) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is now beyond repair.  Awaiting his update and completion.

        c)   Trees – This matter has been discussed and it was felt that before we can make a 

decision we should get quotes from at least two tree surgeons to establish if there is a 

need to thin and trim the trees in the Ted Marriage field behind Granary Meadow.  Cllr 

Lennon dealing with.

Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Clerk has chased the company and they are at the moment dealing with the insurance company – Clerk monitoring
b) Cabin slide – Cllr Lennon met with Mr Larking and there are no further issues.  Action:  DELETE from future agendas.
c) Moles – Monitoring (Cllr Giordan)

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


        a)     Football pitches (P.L.T) – await further action.  This is in hand with RK.  

b)   Arson incident – Clerk is processing through small claims court (cheque signed at the         Parish Council meeting in order to process).
c)    Field external fence – Awaiting action by Ray Potter

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 5th April 2009 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0603
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
6.5.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
5.5.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
11.5.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
11.6.09
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Trustees
5.5.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall 


Tipps X Mgmnt
12.5.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council Annual Assembly:



21.5.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall



Parish Council AGM



21.5.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Community Police
7.7.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall
NEW ITEM

GYPSY ENCAMPMENT – PLOT 3, OAKTREE FARM, CHELMSFORD ROAD


The Clerk had acted as minute’s secretary at the Public meeting at Blackmore Village Hall on 
Thursday 16/4/09 to discuss 
the recent encampment at the above site.  A copy of the minutes 
were available and passed around to all Councillors present.  A copy of the minutes are 
available at the Clerk’s office should anyone require a copy.   The Clerk read out a letter from 
Brian Keane, Legal Department, BBC advising of the temporary stop notice which has been 
placed on the Gypsies at the site prohibiting any further works or arrival of additional caravans.  
An injunction in the High Court is being sought.
OTHER ITEMS

0604
The Chairman stressed the importance of attending the Parish Council meetings along with any 
sub committee meetings and BBC meetings, such as Planning and Highways.  A letter had been 
forwarded to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 

0605
The Clerk had received a call from Ray Potter asking if the Parish Council were responsible for 
cutting the grass on the right hand side of Poplar Close which is private land.  The Council 
asked the Clerk to ask him to cut it this time as it will be quite long and Cllr Keeble will contact 
the owner of the house there and ask if he will cut it in future.  Monitoring.
0606
The Clerk had received a brochure of children’s seated shelters.  Madeline Henwood will 
contact the Company to ask for an indication of price as this may be a good idea for the Youths 
in the Parish.  She will also contact Michael Golding of West Horndon Parish Council who 
have done something similar.

0607
Cllr Keeble mentioned that the white posts and railings over the pond are in poor condition and
may need replacing.  Costs will be considered when the Clerk receives a quote for the loose 
posts around the pond (item 0597).

0608
Cllr Keeble advised that the notice board at the Millennium Park is in need of 
repair/refurbishment.  
Clerk requested to contact Ray Potter to attend but be mindful of the 
lettering. 

0609
Lifebelt for pond – this will be erected after the pond work is completed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0610
Cllr Bennett asked the Clerk to include the Blackmore Parochial Charity on May’s agenda.

0611
Cllr’s Lennon and Bennett would meet at the Clerks office on Monday 20/4/09 at 1.30pm to discuss the community bus price increases etc.  This will be presented at the May meeting.

0612
Cllr Keeble advised that Rev. Icy Crawford’s last service at St Laurence Church would be this Sunday 19/4/09 should anyone wish to attend.  The Council agreed for Cllr Bennett to purchase National Garden Centre gift vouchers to the value of £50 and a leaving card on behalf of the Parish Council to be presented to her.
0613
Cllr Keeble had received a call from a Parishioner who mentioned it would be beneficial if the number 261 bus to Shenfield Station could run more at peak times. 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:45 p.m.
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