MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 11 December 2008 in the Committee Room of  the Blackmore Village Hall.  Commencing at 7.30pm.

Members present: Cllr. Henwood (Chairman), Cllr. Keeble, Cllr. Bennett, Cllr. Dean, Cllr.  Lennon, 

Mrs Nelson (Treasurer), Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Town,  Cllr. Spiers and Susan Barnes, Parish Clerk. 

Mr T Smith - Editor - Herald Magazine was also present. 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr. Brown, Cllr. Thomas, Cllr Alvarez, Cllr Giordan. Cllr Marr and Borough Councillor Ann Naylor.

AMENDMENTS

The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20th November 2008, having been circulated, were signed as a correct record with the following amendments:

Page 7 – Item 00313 – Should read Hook End Lane and not ‘road’. The minutes will be amended to reflect this.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

A Parishioner attended the meeting regarding his proposed planning application amendment  BRW/964/2008, which is a revision of application BRW/555/2008 – 21 St Lawrence Gardens.  His concern was raised over the Parish Councils objections regarding the proposed brickwork and roof  elevation which he submitted to obtain the head height.  He has resubmitted these plans, pending a decision from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC). 
CORRESPONDENCE

0315
Clerk read out an email received from Cllr Paul Alvarez tendering his apologies and resignation from the Parish Council.  This creates a vacancy for the Hook End and Wyatts Green area. Action: Parish Clerk to email James Stevens, BBC advising the above.
0316
Further to an email from Tracy Lynch, BBC, the Clerk had passed onto her the key for the new bins installed at Blackmore Village Hall.

0317
The Clerk had written to Ted Hall on behalf of the Parish Council (PC) thanking him for his continued assistance with the grant applications for the Blackmore pond restoration scheme.
0318
The Clerk advised she had emailed confirmation of our Village Hall details and Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall for inclusion in BBC’s 2009 directory.

0319
The Clerk had received an email from Cllr Giordan requesting the new C.A.B dates for 2009 for inclusion on the website.  The Clerk appeared to have the wrong telephone number.  She will obtain this and contact the C.A.B requesting their surgery dates and advise.Action: Parish Clerk

0320
Clerk received updated list to register of electors.  Held at office.

0321
Clerk had received an email from Cllr Giordan regarding the resurfacing of the Blackmore Village Hall car park.  Cllr Keeble will deal with this.  Consideration is being given to have the resurfacing done after the Youth Centre building work is completed.

0322
Clerk had received the mobile library timetables – weeks 1 and 2 – Mr Smith already has a copy for the Herald magazine.

0323
Clerk circulated (and holds at office) the full consultation document regarding planning and provisions for Gypsies and travellers in the Epping Forest District.

0324  The Clerk had received details on the ‘Freedom of Information – Fulfilling your obligation to            disclose information’ from the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).  Approval for all existing publication schemes will expire on 31 December 2008.  The Clerk will contact them to ensure the Council is fulfilling its obligations through its website availability or Parish Councils filed copies which are readily available to the public.  Action: Parish Clerk 

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr Henwood reported on a recent Borough council meeting (10.12.08).  The proposals for William Hunter Way complex were discussed.  The general feeling was that the proposed complex was too big for the Town and its immediate surroundings, with the proposal of a shopping complex and arcade along with a 6 screen multiplex cinema and car park. This will be up for review at full Council after the Planning Department have discussed it first.   

Essex County Councillor Naylor was not present and had not submitted a report for this meeting. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0325 
FINANCE

It was agreed that the invoice (£180) to cut back the laurels in front of the squash courts so as not to obscure the security cameras, would be divided between the PC and the Village Hall Committee.  The Clerk will therefore invoice the Village Hall Committee for £90.00 respectively.

It was also agreed that the PC would pay Marion Wollaston £100.00 for the time she committed looking after the community bus bookings during the Parish Clerk’s sickness absence.  The Clerk will organise the cheque and deliver the box of chocolates on behalf of the PC.  Action: Parish Clerk

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ -
R Nelson                          Acting as relief Parish Clerk

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (returned to duties)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

300.0                        T Smith                            Herald magazine preparation

133.00                       S.L.C.C.                           Yearly membership (Society for local council clerks)

153.00                       R D Potter                        Maintenance works within Parish (Inv.TOJ2008/035)

 23.50                        Costco                              Yearly membership (B.P.C)

1439.37 Town & Country L/Scape  Inv. 280 & 281 – works carried out within Parish

 15.86                        Three Valleys Water          Blackmore war memorial – water

 27.18                           “           “          “             Blackmore playing field

280.60                        Argents Ltd                       Inv. Dated 30.11.08

128.10                        J Oddy & Sons                  Goods/services carried out – R D Potter

144.00                        Heatherland Ltd                 Parish skip hire

 89.89                         B.B.C                                Play area inspection (November)

425.00                        Blackmore Parochial Charity    Rent B.R.F

100.00                        Marion Wollaston              Payment for acting as community bus booking clerk
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Receipts:

              Nothing to report.


Payments:


The Clerk informed the PC of the Public Works Loan Board repayments of: 


£1489.09 – 10 November 2008 and £1462.91 – 17 November 2008. 

0326 
FINANCIAL POWERS


The financial reports for the month of October 2008 had been distributed to Councillors prior to the meeting. Mrs Nelson raised the fact that the Environment committee was over budget so would need to seek approval from PC prior to further expenditure.  The PC may need to consider increasing their budget next year as the Recreation committee are within their budget.  This is to be discussed at the forthcoming Policy and Resources committee meeting on 6 January 2009. 

              Mrs Nelson concluded by passing around the Bank mandate forms which all councillors are required to sign.

0327 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.

0328 
COMMUNITY BUS


Two further estimates are awaited for bodywork repairs to the Community Bus.   The Clerk will chase in the New Year.
Action:  Parish Clerk

0329  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood shared the good news that the Youth Centre Project had been successfully awarded with the £50,000 lottery award.  It had also been successful in obtaining a further £45,000 from the Community Initiatives Fund (C.I.F).  It is estimated building work should commence February 2009.

0330 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble reported that this continues to run very successfully with lots of bookings.

0331 
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Nothing to report.   

0332 
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing to report.

0333 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  We are in receipt of the new timetables.

0334 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Cllr Henwood attended the last meeting and it was suggested as a Parish Council, we, along with the other Parishes, should calculate our expenditure on services such as grass cutting and maintenance to establish what we do comparatively as a rural Parish to an urban Parish Council as we feel we may be paying double on certain services we undertake ourselves.  A presentation would then be done to the Borough Council on behalf of the collective Parish Councils.  

0335
 ROADWAY RENTS (2008)

The Clerk is to continue chasing the outstanding rent.
 Action:  Parish Clerk

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0336
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble is dealing with the bonfire clearance.


The next Millennium Park meeting will be in early 2009.  A date has still to be agreed.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on both the 20th November and 2nd December 2008.  Plans had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting.


0337
 PLANS

The following planning applications were discussed at the committee meeting and the minutes were circulated to all councillors accordingly prior to the Parish Council meeting:


Nov 2008:  BRW/964/2008


Dec 2008:  BRW/937/2008,  BRW/978/2008,  BRW/978/2008,  BRW/1003/2008,  TPO/BRW/108/2008


0338
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Cllr Marr had written to Peter Geraghty and Brian Keene, BBC in September;  still no reply has been received. 


Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Cllr Marr also wrote to BBC regarding the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property;  still no reply has been received.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 8th December 2008 at 7.30pm at Crossehouse, Blackmore.   Due to late receipt of the minutes taken, the Clerk was unable to prepare the typed minutes prior to the meeting so all Cllrs were in receipt of the handwritten minutes taken by Cllr Town.  For ease of reference the complete minutes are included below:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Dean

Apologies for absence:  Cllr Brown, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon

0339
Drain clearance and road sweeping

This was one of the many items inspected by Mr Hulse, BBC and Mrs Town on 27 November 2008, and it is now included in the long list of outstanding items compiled by Mr Hulse for action.

0340
Village speed


As above, with Mr Hulse.  We still await the imminent outcome of our CIF application for 5       vehicle activated (VAS) signs for the Parish.  The Clerk had spoken with Peter Rose on 9.12.08 who confirmed both Ann Naylor and BBC had received complaints regarding speeding and suggestions of speed signs.  He confirmed the CIF judging panel are to decide in January 2009.  Further surveys will have to be completed to ensure there is enough space and also to open dialogue with Parishioners who may be affected with the erection of VAS signs.  These will be carried out in the New Year but upon initial inspections carried out the Parish does meet the criteria and so he has put forward our application for all five VAS signs. 
0341
Allotments


Monitoring.

0342
Parking – Blackmore Village

Mr Hulse to chase Mr Rose, BBC as to situation.
0343
“Cats Eyes”


With Mr Hulse, BBC.
0344
Ponds


Committee to monitor and review in early Spring as need to clear the reeds.

0345

Church Street  resurfacing (outside Church)


Mr Hulse feels this is not priority as someone has put scalping on but he will monitor.

0346
Notice Boards



Ray Potter dealing with.    

0347
Hole – Church Street


Mr Hulse dealing with.

0348
Road signs


A list has been given to Mr Hulse for him to deal with.

0349
Meadow Rise - seeding


Mr Hulse re-assessing in Spring.

0350
‘Beehive Chase’ - pavement


Mr Hulse has included this on his list of items.

0351
‘Blacksmiths Alley’ – poor condition


Mr Hulse inspected and will inspect again when building work completed.  He will arrange for the weeds etc to be trimmed to keep it tidy.

0352
Gunnells Corner – wheelchair access


Mr Hulse will arrange for pavement to be cleared and made wide enough for wheelchair access.

0353
‘Church Street’ - grate


Mr Hulse has it on his list to deal with.

0354
Dog litter bin – Blackmore green


Committee suggest possibly a bin at the end of the footpath opposite the pond on Chelmsford Road.  Cllr Keeble suggested donating a big from the recreational playing field which was unanimously agreed.  

0355
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Road


Mr Hulse dealing with

0356
Footpath No. 29


Work completed – DELETE from next PC agenda
0357
Recycling (Bring) Site – Blackmore Village Hall


Committee still feel some confusion about moving site.  Suggest denser fencing is erected.  Cllr Henwood is dealing with BBC and will update PC.

0358
Trip Hazard – Meadow Rise


Mr Hulse dealing with.  Query about dropping kerb for access to paved forecourt. 

0359
Loose kerbstone – Orchard Piece


Mr Hulse dealing with.

0360
Flagpole


Cllrs Town and Keeble to arrange cleaning and painting of flag pole.

0361
War Memorial


Grants are not available until April/May 2009.  Further enquiries will be made then by Cllr Town.

0362
Loose posts by pond


Ray Potter dealing with.

0363
W.I. Seat – Village green


Mr Town dealing with.

0364
Village fayre


Dealt with.  Can be deleted from next agenda.
0365
Rats – village pond


Cllr Keeble is sourcing a quotation regarding rat traps and baiting stations.  The Clerk had printed out the literature regarding these products on the BBC’s recommended supplier’s web site and passed around at the meeting.  Cllr Town reported at the sub committee meeting that a Parishioner had pointed out to her that he thought these were actually water voles which are a protected species so we should obtain clarification from a specialist prior to putting down any baiting systems.

0366
Parking in Blacksmiths Alley – temporary problem


No update

0367
Bridge over ponds


No update

0368
Lorries through the Village


No update

0369
Notice board on Horsefayre Green


Clerk to remind Ray Potter to replace broken Perspex.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 5th January 2009 

enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0370
NEXT EDITION


Next edition deadline: 30th January 2009 

Nothing to report.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

0371
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had last taken place on 4th November 2008.  The following items were discussed at the Parish Council meeting as there were no minutes submitted from the committee meeting:

· Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – (authority)- The Clerk advised after investigating responsibility with BBC, they advise it is not and never has been their responsibility to maintain these areas.  However we have been asking Ray Potter to cut them purely because they are so overgrown and we could not otherwise resolve this.  This should be reviewed with the other Parishes when service contracts are discussed and scrutinised.  

b) Play area – The Clerk is to advise Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is not beyond repair.

c) Trim trail – Nothing new to report.


Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – The Clerk advised she had received a telephone call from a charity                     Finance management company acting on behalf of the driver, Mr Lee Knight.  It was agreed the Clerk would get back to the company supplying them with full details of his insurance company etc in order he could handle settlement on behalf of Mr Lee Knight.  Action:  Clerk to deal with.

b) Cabin slide – nothing new to report

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a) Football pitches (P.L.T) – Nothing new to report

b) Waste bins – nothing new to report

c) Arson incident – Nothing new to report

d) Field external fence – Nothing new to report

e) Children’s play area hedge – Nothing new to report

f) Aerial Runway – Clerk to contact supplier for replacement item once Mrs Nelson supplies her with the contact details.

g) Hedge debris – Nothing new to report

OTHER ITEMS

0372 Hedge cutting contracts

Clerk to obtain quotations for our grass cutting contracts with both BBC and MD Landscapes.

Action: Clerk to action

0373
Skips – Blackmore (2009 contract)


Clerk to obtain prices and place schedule for the Parish Skips 2009.  The Clerk will supply a list of dates to all Councillors as well as advertising these on the notice boards.

CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk thanked the Parish Council for its support during her sickness absence which allowed her to fully recuperate after her operation. 

The Clerk also advised that it had been reported that a mature sapling had been knocked over by a car outside the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall along with two road signs on the corner of Blackmore Road and the Stondon Massey junction.  She had reported both to BBC who would deal with them.  The signs had to be ordered as spare Road name signs cannot be held in stock.  

0374
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
5.1.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
6.1.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
5.1.09     
7.30pm
Crossehouse


Millennium Park
To be confirmed in Jan 2009



Tipps X Trustees
17.2.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall 


Tipps X Mgmnt
20.1.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council mtg
15.1.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Community Police
TBC


Policy & Resources
6.1.09 (rescheduled) 7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0375
Cllr Keeble reported that the community bus garage is in need of repair which could be in the region of £2-3,000.  It was agreed that the builders working on the Youth Centre would supply a quotation whilst they are present during February 2009. Action: Y C Project Group
0376
Cllr Bennett advised that an invoice is due to the Blackmore Village Hall committee for the football and cricket rents.  He will provide a draft invoice showing figures for the Clerk to invoice them.  Action: Cllr Bennett and Parish Clerk

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.50 p.m.
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