MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th February 2009 in the Committee Room of  the Blackmore Village Hall.  Commencing at 7.30pm.

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Dean, Cllr Town, Cllr Giordan, Cllr Smith, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Thomas, Mrs Nelson, Treasurer and Susan Barnes, Parish Clerk. Also present County Cllr Ann Naylor
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Spiers, Cllr Marr

AMENDMENTS

Nil
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

Two members of the public appeared during the meeting, the meeting was adjourned to hear them concerning the fishing permits and restrictions at the pond, Blackmore.  The Parishioners felt that restrictions limiting the fishing at the Blackmore pond to below the age of 18 was a bit unfair and also asked if anyone could fish in them including people living outside the Parish.  As they themselves lived outside of the Parish Cllr Henwood therefore reiterated that the permits are for children under 18 living in the Parish of Blackmore, Hook End & Wyatts green and this is monitored locally and we would enforce action if this was not adhered to.    
CORRESPONDENCE

0436
Clerk read out a letter from BBC regarding an inspection to the trees at the Ted Marriage field which may be blocking out light into the residents houses. Action: Parish Clerk to forward copy of letter to Cllr Lennon for his inspection and comments as Parish Council would have to pay should work be required.
0437
Clerk advised of a letter received from BBC for their benefit awareness day on Wednesday 4th March 2009 – office hours.  The Clerk will advertise if they would like to send us posters for the notice boards 
0438
The Clerk had received the application forms and information from the RCCE regarding the best kept village and churchyard 2009.  Action: Clerk passed to Cllr Town to read and advise on
0439
The Clerk advised she had received the notice of alteration to the register of electors, to be held in the office.
0440
The Clerk advised she had previously received the letter from BBC regarding the determination of Parish Precept and Discretionary Assistance.  She had forwarded this to Cllr Bennett for his completion and was returned to BBC on 30.1.09.  The figures will be held on file with both Cllr Bennett and the Parish Clerk. 
0441
Clerk had received application forms for the Civic awards should anyone wish to enter a special person for this competition.
0442
Clerk had received information on the services offered by H2O Plants and Environment Services, such as plants and planting, aeration systems, fencing, weed control, tree works and pond work – the clerk will hold this on file for future reference. 
0443
Clerk had received information regarding notice boards which she will hold on file for future reference
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr Keeble advised he had attended a BBC meeting on 18/2/09 regarding the William Hunter Way Development.  The plans for the multiplex cinema and shopping centre and car park will be going ahead  
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0444 
FINANCE

Mrs Nelson, Treasurer advised there was not much to report and finances were in accordance with the previous Policy and Resources minutes as circulated.  She confirmed that the quarterly payment to Kelhatch Press for the Herald Magazine had been made.  
The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (January 2009)
· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

 75.00                         petty cash
 32.00                         D Timson                          bus hire refund of 8.2.09

 87.98                         BBC                                 Play inspection – 13.01.09

 40.00                         P J Chatten-berry             IT engineer – IT problem at office

412.95                        CH Lindsey                      boiler service at Tipps X R Hall (cross ref. for re-                                                                          imbursement from Tipps X Hall cheque book)

 41.92                         AtoZ Supplies                 As above item – for re-imbursement

116.44                        JP Electrical                    Street lamp – Nine Ashes Rd

 35.99                         Chris Evans Florist         Clerks ‘get well’ flowers (October 2008)

 55.08                         The Leather Bottle          xmas lights electricity supply

 18.00                         Essex Trophy warehouse Roger Keeble’s invoice

154.50                        R D Potter                       maintenance services

144.00                        Heatherland                    Skip hire  
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Receipts:

Nothing to report

Payments:


Public Works Loan Board - £1598.14 – out on 31 December 2008 – confirmation letter
0445 
FINANCIAL POWERS


The Clerk passed around the BT direct debit mandate which required 3 signatures to set up payments by direct debit with BT.  Action: This was signed and passed back to the Clerk to post.  

The Clerk then left the room so the Council could discuss the Clerks pay rise and Cllr Bennett took the minutes regarding this item and reported as follows:

‘The Parish Clerk left the meeting for this discussion.  The Parish Clerk had joined the Council in June 2007.  At the annual salary review for 2008, she had agreed to forgo a salary increase in favour of joining the Essex County Council Pension scheme.  In view of her good performance and additional workload which now includes the need to keep available records under the Freedom of Information Act, Cllr Bennett recommended that she be given a salary increase of 5% with effect from 1st January 2009.  This was seconded by Cllr Henwood and all agreed.  It was confirmed that the next review would be with effect from 1st April 2010.  The Clerk then rejoined the meeting.’

0446 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.
0447 
COMMUNITY BUS


The Clerk advised that Mr Barnes had taken the bus to the two body work repair garages as requested and quotes are expected in due course. 

0448  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble confirmed that work had commenced week commencing 16.2.09 and work so far was going well.  Cllr Henwood reported that all papers have been processed in accordance with grant and lottery requirements criteria and thus far, it is all going to schedule.
0449 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble reported that bookings are going well.
0450
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Cllr Giordan confirmed running all OK although slightly behind on inputting monthly minutes and information but is in the process of taking on additional work himself to bring it up to date shortly.
0451
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing new to report.

0452 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  

0453 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report.  Next meeting scheduled in June 2009 – to be confirmed.
0454
 ROADWAY RENTS (2008)

The Clerk confirmed all payments are now received and up to date for the previous year. Action:  Parish Clerk to send out new invoices late March 2009 as new rents due in April 2009.
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0455
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble is dealing with the removal of the bonfire debris.  Nothing new to report

The next meeting is scheduled 26.2.09.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 4th February 2009.  Plans had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting.


0456
 PLANS

The following planning applications were discussed at the committee meeting and the minutes were circulated to all councillors accordingly prior to the Parish Council meeting:


FEB 2009: BRW/1067/2008,   BRW/17/2009,   BRW/34/2008,   BRW/55/2009

Cllr Henwood mentioned that we should have a presence at the monthly BBC planning Department meetings as this would be beneficial with such things as enforcements and could the committee put forward candidates to attend these. 

0457
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Cllr Marr had written to Peter Geraghty and Brian Keene, BBC in September;  still no reply has been received. 


Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Cllr Marr also wrote to BBC regarding the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property;  still no reply has been received.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 9th February 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting as follows:
Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean
Apologies for absence:  Cllr Smith, Cllr Brown
The Clerk reported that she had forwarded another complete list to Roger Hulse, BBC on 13.2.09 of all outstanding items for action and had received an update from Mr Hulse as highlighted*  below:
0458*
Drain clearance and road sweeping

The drain outside Brooklyn farm, Church Lane was cleared a few weeks ago, although following the recent bad weather and snow it is possible this has blocked again.  Mr Hulse will get this checked again.
0459
Village speed


As environment committee minutes
0460
Allotments


As environment committee minutes
0461*
Parking – Blackmore Village

Mr Hulse had reported the Highways Panel had reported not to proceed due to objections – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA
0462
“Cats Eyes”


As environment committee minutes
0463
Ponds


As environment committee minutes
0464*

Church Street  resurfacing (outside Church)


Mr Hulse reported this remains low priority and is unlikely to be done – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA
0465
Notice Boards



As environment committee minutes
0466*
Road signs


Mr Hulse reported work 
now done – 2 redundant posts still to be removed.  Monitor – No 
current action required
0467*
Meadow Rise - seeding


Mr Hulse reported seeding to be looked at again in Spring 2009 - Monitor
0468*
‘Beehive Chase’ - pavement


Mr Hulse reported the footway is generally poor and is included in their bids for resurfacing 
next year.  If this should not achieve funding they will look again and carry out minor repairs to 
dangerous areas only.  Monitor. 
0469*
‘Blacksmiths Alley’ – poor condition

Mr Hulse reported minor patching done, cutting back weeds and bushes will be carried out by Rangers when next in Blackmore area.
0470*
Gunnells Corner – wheelchair access


Mr Hulse reported that this is included in the Rangers work programme
0471*
‘Church Street’ - grate


Mr Hulse reported the gully order in place but work delayed until next financial year (April 2009).
0472
Dog litter bin – Blackmore green


As environment committee minutes
0473*
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Road


Mr Hulse reported that their grounds maintenance section carry out flail cutting to some hedges but they are uncertain of the exact location to which we refer, also he added that they do not normally carry out work relating to height.  Monitor. 
0474
Recycling (Bring) Site – Blackmore Village Hall


As previous PC minutes in Jan 2009 – Cllr’s Keeble and Henwood dealing with. 
0475*
Trip Hazard – Meadow Rise


Mr Hulse reported it appears a resident has altered his vehicle crossing and is driving over footway without permission.  Enforcement Officer to write to resident.
0476*
Loose kerbstone – Orchard Piece


Mr Hulse reported work done – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA.
0477
Flagpole


As environment committee minutes
0478
War Memorial


As environment committee minutes
0479
Loose posts by pond


As environment committee minutes
0480
W.I. Seat – Village green


As environment committee minutes
0481
Rats – village pond


The Environment committee will decide at their next meeting choices for rat treatment and will compare the prices quoted by Cllr Keeble’s contact, as minuted in January 2009 minutes and the information from BBC as supplied by the Clerk previously. 
0482
Bridge over ponds


Cllrs Giordan and Town are still concerned about the possibility of structural damage caused by the levels of heavy goods vehicles travelling through Blackmore village and crossing the pond.  Cllr Giordan advised he had inspected the bridge and whilst that seems sturdy enough it would appear that the abutments may be slipping away and showing signs of wear and tear.  Action: Clerk to contact David Forkin, Highways and ask him to come and inspect.  Also mention a 7.5 tonne limit restriction would be favoured here to stop any structural damage occurring.   
0483
Lorries through the Village


As above item (0483)
0484
Notice board on Horsefayre Green


As environment committee minutes
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 2nd March 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0485
NEXT EDITION


Nothing to report in the absence of Mr Smith, Editor.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

0486
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had not recently taken place as not enough attendees.  The next meeting has been set for 3rd March 2009 – 7.00pm at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall and it is hoped there will be better attendance. The following items have been listed as per the latest updates.
Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – (authority a grey area)- Clerk will ask MD Landscapes if they will be able to cut these areas included in their new contracts to be renewed for March 2009.  Failing this, Clerk will ask Ray Potter if he can do this.
b) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is not beyond repair.

c) Trim trail – Been repaired – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA

Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Nothing new to report at present
b) Cabin slide – nothing new to report

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a) Football pitches (P.L.T) – The Clerk advised she had been re-imbursed from the CIF Grant, E.C.C for sanding the football pitches to the value of £4,370.00.  Action: Clerk to forward copy of all details to Mrs Nelson. 
b) Waste bins – Done – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA
c) Arson incident – It was agreed and Clerk requested to process this through the Small Claims Court for re-imbursement as we have to date received no response to previous letters sent to the parent.
d) Field external fence – Nothing new to report

e) Children’s play area hedge – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA
f) Aerial Runway – Awaiting receipt of part ordered
g) Hedge debris – DELETE FROM NEXT AGENDA
OTHER ITEMS

0487       Grass cutting contracts


Clerk confirmed she had forwarded a copy of the quotation received from BBC, Mike Allen and advised that another company in Wyatts Green looked at the contract but could not compete with MD Landscapes prices.  It was agreed that the contracts would be renewed with the existing contractor, MD Landscapes and accepted the 5% increase indicated, and prices would be fixed for the three year contract period.  Action: Clerk to confirm renewal of contracts and acceptance of the 5% increase with MD Landscapes.  She will also ask if they can include the grass cutting in the dog pen areas by the children’s play areas.    
CLERK’S REPORT

0488
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
4.3.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
3.3.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
2.3.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house

Millennium Park
26.02.09
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall

Tipps X Trustees
12.05.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall 


Tipps X Mgmnt
10.03.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council mtg
19.3.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

Community Police
TBC

0489
 Community Initiatives Fund grant awarded – 5 Vehicle activated road signs

The Clerk was pleased to advise she had received confirmation from Essex County Council, 
Highways Department on the success of the grant application for 5 vehicle activated road signs.  
All five were awarded to the Parish Council, each to a value of £6,500 and work should be able 
to proceed in 
the new financial year (April 2009).  The Parish Council plan to position two in 
Hook End, two in Blackmore and one in Wyatts Green pending further investigations into the 
suitability of the suggested sites. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0490
Cllr Giordan is in the process of investigating the mole problem and potential solutions at Mill Lane Play area. 
0491
Cllr Town confirmed the date for the Parish Spring clean of Saturday 7th March 2009 – 10.00am.  This is being advertised in the Parish accordingly.
0492
Cllr Henwood reminded everyone there will be a family quiz night for the Youth Centre project on Friday 28th March 2009 – Quiz Master: David Gottesman at Blackmore Village Hall.

0493
Cllr Keeble advised that the quiz night on Friday 6th February 2009 raised £2,000.00 and all proceeds will be going to ‘COSMIC’ – Children of St Mary’s Intensive Care. 
0494
Mrs Nelson is currently looking into transferring monies on the Parish Council Treasury 
account to gain better interest rates.  It is possible that Barclays Bank can give better rates in 
March, hopefully in time for the Parish precept funds to be credited to it.
0495
Cllr Dean reported that the footpath at Deal Tree Corner running alongside the farmers field 
towards Soap House needs clearing.  Clerk to request Ray Potter to do this.

0496
Cllr Town asked the Clerk to send thank you letters to Tony Pavitt of J P Electrical and James 
Wallace of the Leather Bottle for providing their services and allowing us to utilise the 
electricity for the Christmas lights respectively.
0497
Cllr Keeble will be speaking with Louise MacKinley in regards to the new government scheme 
whereby young offenders carry out various community works free of charge.  Clearing the ditch 
at Service Lane could be one for consideration.  Cllr Keeble will report back.

0498
Cllr Smith read out an email from a Parishioner asking if the Parish Council could request 
another resident to reposition the angle of his light so as not to be ‘blinded’ when driving down 
Church Street.  However after consideration, the Council feel that unless this is widely reported 
and deemed to be a serious problem or have safety issues there is nothing that could be done 
regarding this at present.   
0499
The Clerk reported that BBC had advised they had raised a works order for the sign at 
Blackmore recently reported as needing replacing but this wont be done until the next financial 
year (April 2009).  Also that the tree which had been knocked down outside Tipps Cross 
Remembrance Hall had been passed over to their grounds maintenance to deal with.  (Monitor).
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:40 p.m.
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