MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th January 2009 in the Committee Room of  the Tipps cross remembrance Hall.  Commencing at 7.30pm.

Members present: Cllr Brown, Cllr. Henwood (Chairman), Cllr. Keeble, Cllr. Bennett, Cllr. Dean, Cllr Giordan, Cllr.  Lennon, Cllr Marr, Mrs Nelson (Treasurer), Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Town, and Susan Barnes, Parish Clerk. 

Mr T Smith - Editor - Herald Magazine was also present. 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Spiers, Cllr. Thomas, and County Councillor, Ann Naylor.

AMENDMENTS

The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11 December 2008, having been circulated, were signed as a correct record with the following amendments:

Page 3 – Item 0326 – Should read November, not October.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

There were no members of the public in attendance.  Therefore, the meeting proceeded with the items listed below:
CORRESPONDENCE

0377
Clerk read out correspondence relating to item no. 0324 (December 2008 minutes) regarding the ‘Freedom of Information’ Act.  The Clerk had checked regulation requirements which were to take effect from 1st January 2009 and the Parish Council (PC) must complete and make available the documents as passed around. Action: Parish Clerk and Cllr Bennett to compile documents and information and to be held at PC office.  Should be mentioned on website that this information will be available.
0378
RE item no. 0315 (December 2008 minutes) regarding Cllr Alvarez’s resignation.  Clerk had a meeting with James Stevens, BBC Elections Manager, and the ‘Notice of vacancy in office of Councillor’ posters will be displayed on the four notice boards.  Applicants have until 5th February 2009 to apply to become an elected member or thereafter the Parish Council can co-opt 
0379
The Clerk had received a donation of £100 from the owners of Paslow Hall Farm.  Action: Clerk to send letter of thanks
0380
The Clerk advised she had received the mobile library timetables, to be held in the office.
0381
The Clerk had received seminar information ‘The playground matters’.  It is on Weds. 9th Sept. 2009 – 9.30am – 4pm at Writtle College.  Application forms will come out in April’s edition of ‘The playing field’ newsletter and passed around. 
0382
Clerk had received ROSPA information on play inspections in the Parish.  It was confirmed the external inspection and safety/Risk assessment carried out in April 2007 accordingly.  No further action required at this moment in time. 

0383
Clerk had received confirmation (for future reference) from ECC that the Parish Council is responsible for the two street lights on the Nine Ashes Road and the light near to the Primary School had been replaced and an invoice awaited. Clerk to organise payment upon receipt 
0384
Clerk had received information regarding safety testing of street lights should the Parish Council ever decide to hang planters from them, which it currently does not.  This is an approved contractor of ECC.
0385
Clerk received notice of alteration (Jan 2009) to register of electors which will be held on file.
0386  The Clerk had received notification to the Essex Wildlife Trust membership renewal of £40.  Action: Parish Clerk to renew membership on behalf of the PC
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr Keeble reiterated the general feeling in response to the proposed plans for the William Hunter Way Development, which it is felt to be too large for the area.  There will be a public consultation on 29th Jan 2009 at the Town Hall between the hours of 3pm and 7pm.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  

Essex County Councillor Naylor was not present and had not submitted a report for this meeting. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0387 
FINANCE

There was a P&R meeting held on 6th January 2009 and the 2009/2010 budget and relative items were discussed at that meeting and reported as follows under item no. 0388.
Mrs Nelson, Treasurer discussed finances up to 31st December 2008, in accordance with finances minutes distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  We will reclaim the VAT element not received on the CIF award we received for sanding the football pitches.  Cllr Bennett advised we will be looking at placing Parish funds into a higher interest account which Mrs Nelson will investigate prior to April 2009 when we receive our precept cheque, to maximise interest.  The Clerk is also requesting BBC to quote for bigger contracts such as grass cutting services and such costs as repairs to the bus garage roof at Blackmore will also have to be considered.  

It was also approved that a Bank paying in book was given to Terry Smith for regular payments in from Herald Magazine subscribers, which he can promptly bank on behalf of the Parish Council.   

Mrs Nelson also passed around new bank mandate forms for signing by Councillors.

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (January 2009)
· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

 75.00                         petty cash
302.55                        E-On                                Electricity at Blackmore Millennium Field – to be 
invoiced to 

                                                                         Village Hall Committee for re-imbursement-Nett of VAT

1078.00                     Kelhatch Press                Magazine publication (DEC)

 144.00                      Heatherland Ltd              Skip Hire

   87.98                      BBC                                Play area inspection (12 Dec)

   20.00                      AGP Electrical                Turning on Xmas lights

  40.09                       R Nelson                         Re-imbursement of printer cartridges

  66.12                       BT                                   office fax bill 
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Receipts:

The Clerk advised she had received notification of BACS payment of £2950 CIF (community initiatives fund) grant for reimbursement of sanding the football pitches (Nett of VAT element). 


Payments:


Nothing in addition to report.
0388 
FINANCIAL POWERS


Cllr Bennett reported at a Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 6th January 2009, the Committee considered the Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the next financial year, from 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010.  Its budgeted expenditure is forecast at £76,392 with a Budgeted Income (with the reduced Discretionary Grant from BBC) at £44,817 before Parish precept.  It was therefore proposed by Cllr Bennett that we raise a Parish precept of £23.00 per band D property which will raise a further £32,892 covering the above shortfall and leaving a small amount in hand.  This was seconded by Cllr Lennon and approved. 
0389 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.

0390 
COMMUNITY BUS


Two further estimates are awaited for bodywork repairs to the Community Bus.   The Clerk will organise in the New Year.
Action:  Parish Clerk

0391  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Work should commence in weeks 2-3 of February 2009.
0392 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing new to report.
0393 
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Cllr Giordan confirmed running all OK.
0394 
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing to report.

0395 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  We are in receipt of the new timetables.

0396 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report
0397
 ROADWAY RENTS (2008)

The Clerk is to continue chasing the outstanding rent on The Pebbles, The Green.
 Action:  Parish Clerk

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0398
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble is dealing with the removal of the tennis hut from the field.

The next Millennium Park meeting will be in early 2009.  A date has still to be agreed.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 7th January 2009.  Plans had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting.


0399
 PLANS

The following planning applications were discussed at the committee meeting and the minutes were circulated to all councillors accordingly prior to the Parish Council meeting:


JAN 2009: BRW/1018/2008,   BRW/1021/2008,   BRW/1023/2008,   BRW/1024/2008

BRW/578/2008 – Property at Red Rose Lane

Cllr Marr advised that the plans had been refused at BBC and there is to be an appeal on 23rd January ’09.  Cllr Marr would write to confirm no objection.

TOWN GREEN STATUS


Cllr Marr had looked into this since the letter from a Parishioner enquiring about Town Green Status for the Ted Marriage Field (which the Clerk is to reply to and advise we are looking into further).  Cllr Marr reported that the green adjacent to the village pond is protected under ‘open space’ and can therefore not be built upon but the Horsefayre Green is classed as residential and in principle could be built upon.  Mr Marr is dealing with BBC’s legal department to further investigate its protection. The Parish Council would also like a covenant placed on the Ted Marriage Field if possible to avoid any future development.


NEW DOCTORS SURGERY


Cllr Dean advised there is a meeting to discuss the proposed plans for the New Dr’s surgery (date and time to be set and he will inform us).  The Clerk will inform the PC once known.
0400
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Cllr Marr had written to Peter Geraghty and Brian Keene, BBC in September;  still no reply has been received. 


Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Cllr Marr also wrote to BBC regarding the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property;  still no reply has been received.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 5th January 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting with the exception of the following updates: 
Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Brown
Apologies for absence:  Nil
The Clerk reported that she had forwarded a complete list to Louise Monnickendam, BBC on 13 Jan 2009 of all outstanding items for action and Louise would pass a list of relevant items to the Highway Rangers for action.  Mr Hulse, BBC is dealing with the rest.
0401
Drain clearance and road sweeping

As environment committee minutes
0402
Village speed


As environment committee minutes
0403
Allotments


As environment committee minutes
0404
Parking – Blackmore Village

As environment committee minutes
0405
“Cats Eyes”


As environment committee minutes
0406
Ponds


As environment committee minutes
0407

Church Street  resurfacing (outside Church)


As environment committee minutes
0408
Notice Boards



As environment committee minutes
0409
Road signs


As environment committee minutes
0410
Meadow Rise - seeding


As environment committee minutes
0411
‘Beehive Chase’ - pavement


As environment committee minutes
0412
‘Blacksmiths Alley’ – poor condition

As environment committee minutes
0413
Gunnells Corner – wheelchair access


As environment committee minutes
0414
‘Church Street’ - grate


As environment committee minutes
0415
Dog litter bin – Blackmore green


As environment committee minutes
0416
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Road


As environment committee minutes
0417
Recycling (Bring) Site – Blackmore Village Hall


Cllr Henwood had passed an email to the Clerk from Mike Dunn, BBC (dated 6 Jan 2009).  Cllr Henwood had emailed Mr Dunn prior to this mentioning that whilst she understood that BBC did not usually place recycling sites in car parks, with the exception of the Brentwood Centre, our Blackmore Village Hall car park was not in constant use, particularly during the day when most people would choose to bring their recycling.  Cllr Henwood also mentioned that the car park would be resurfaced around September time after the Youth Centre building work had been completed which she felt would be an idea time to move the Bring site from the entrance to the Hall  to the top left hand corner of the car park.  There it would be out of view and in a much larger place to accommodate the recycling bins.


Mike Dunn replied that he would have to refer this to a higher authority as his concern was that the car park was not highway/council property and the extra expenditure, which he does not currently have, may prevent them from relocating them at this moment in time.  They would also want confirmation that they would not be held liable for any damage, if caused, to the car park.  Cllr Henwood will consider prior to building work of the Youth centre being completed. 
0418
Trip Hazard – Meadow Rise


As environment committee minutes
0419
Loose kerbstone – Orchard Piece


As environment committee minutes
0420
Flagpole


As environment committee minutes
0421
War Memorial


As environment committee minutes
0422
Loose posts by pond


As environment committee minutes
0423
W.I. Seat – Village green


As environment committee minutes
0424
Rats – village pond


As environment committee minutes.  The Clerk will again provide the product literature to the Environment Committee, as recommended by BBC to deal with the rats.  Cllr Keeble reported he had received a quotation as follows:


To supply 2 rat (bin type units) and 2 drain covers : £760 plus VAT


Plus £45 (plus VAT) per visit to replace bait and clear etc.  Recommended 8 visits per year.


The Environment committee will consider options at the Feb committee meeting   
0425
Bridge over ponds


As environment committee minutes
0426
Lorries through the Village


As environment committee minutes
0427
Notice board on Horsefayre Green


As environment committee minutes
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 2nd February 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0428
NEXT EDITION


Next edition deadline: 30th January 2009 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

0429
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had not recently taken place as not enough attendees.  The next meeting has been set for 3rd February 2009 – 7.00pm at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall and it is hoped there will be better attendance. The following items have been listed as per the latest updates.
Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – (authority)- The Clerk advised after investigating responsibility with BBC, they advise it is not and never has been their responsibility to maintain these areas.  However we have been asking Ray Potter to cut them purely because they are so overgrown and we could not otherwise resolve this.  This should be reviewed with the other Parishes when service contracts are discussed and scrutinised.  

b) Play area – The Clerk is to advise Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is not beyond repair.

c) Trim trail – Nothing new to report.


Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – The Clerk advised as requested by the PC, she had supplied all claim details to Harry Smith, the Charity Company dealing with Mr Knight’s finances etc.  He will contact the Insurance Company on his behalf but if we do not get a speedy or successful resolution then we will not hesitate to complete the claim through the small claims court for settlement.  
b) Cabin slide – nothing new to report

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a) Football pitches (P.L.T) – Cllr Keeble reported that 60 tonnes of sand had been put down so far and invoice to follow.
b) Waste bins – nothing new to report

c) Arson incident – Nothing new to report

d) Field external fence – Nothing new to report

e) Children’s play area hedge – Nothing new to report

f) Aerial Runway – Clerk advised she had contacted the supplier ‘Adventure Playgrounds Ltd’ and they had quoted £166 (plus VAT, inc delivery) for the spare pendulum seat for cable run way.  The Council approved this and the Clerk was requested to place the order and confirm once in stock for Ray Potter to install.
g) Hedge debris – Nothing new to report

OTHER ITEMS

0430       Grass cutting contracts


Clerk confirmed she had forwarded a full contract to Mike Allen, BBC for them to quote for our grass cutting contracts.  We hope to have this back prior to the next Parish Council meeting.
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk advised as requested by Cllr Town, she had agreed in future, the Parish Council minutes would be distributed prior to the Environment and Recreation Committee meeting dates as they felt this would help them.
0431
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
4.2.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
3.2.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
2.2.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house

Millennium Park
To be confirmed



Tipps X Trustees
17.2.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall 


Tipps X Mgmnt
20.1.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council mtg
19.2.09
7.30pm
Blackmore V Hall

Community Police
TBC

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0432
It was reported that the moles appeared to have returned at Mill Lane Play area and Cllr Giordan would investigate and see if the mole repellent kit he obtained would work prior to calling out the mole company again.  
0433
Cllr Town mentioned the Parish Spring clean and it was agreed a suitable date needed to be set soon and Cllr Keeble would check diary for suitable date and get back.
0434
Cllr Henwood advised there will be a family quiz night for the Youth Centre project on Friday 28th March 2009 – Quiz Master: David Gottesman at Blackmore Village Hall.

0435
Cllr Keeble advised there will be a quiz night on Friday 6th February 2009 – 7.30pm – Blackmore Village Hall.  Proceeds to go to ‘COSMIC’ – Children of St Mary’s Intensive Care. 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:40 p.m.
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