MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 16th July 2009 in the Committee Room of  Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Marr, Cllr Smith, Cllr Hewes, Cllr Lennon, Mrs Nelson (Treasurer) and Mrs Barnes (Parish Clerk).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Town, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Brown and County Cllr Ann Naylor.

Also present: Mr T Smith (Herald Magazine Editor) and Parishioners as mentioned in the open forum section below.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments: 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Present were neighbouring Parishioners relating to (1) planning application LB/BRW/25/2009 – Hope Cottage, Blackmore and (2)  Blackmore Parishioner Tina Harrington, regarding the development of the injunctive proceedings thus far relating to the recent gypsy/traveller encampment at Plot 3, Oak Tree Farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore.

(1).

Regarding planning application LB/BRW/25/2009 – There was some concern expressed by the attendees that the original planning application submitted was refused and it had been re-submitted but there is still concern over the potential loss of light to their property as the new proposal is for an adjoining linked house to the original bungalow which will jut out into the garden considerably.  Cllr Marr commented that the first planning application was not acceptable but the second application meets the criteria required and was therefore more favourable for approval.  Cllr Henwood however, commented that whilst the Parish Council had no objections she had expressed her own concerns to Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) and the final decision will come from them. 

(2).

Regarding the recent gypsy/traveller encampment -   Tina Harrington expressed concern that the injunctive proceedings and legal hearings thus far have only had junior counsel represent and not senior as originally stated by BBC.  An outcome is still pending as the Judge had reserved judgement after the trial. Cllr Keeble confirmed he had expressed this concern to Brian Keane, legal Department, BBC.

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to BBC portraying these concerns and enforce the need for regular updates on proceedings and any action taken which we have not been in receipt of so far as promised.  Tina Harrington would draft a letter for the Parish Council to use as a template and send to Brian Keane as soon as possible.      

The meeting re-commenced with the following:

CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

The Parish Clerk confirmed that all checks had successfully been carried out by the elections team at BBC and therefore Robin Hewes could be officially co-opted.  Cllr Keeble, Seconded by Cllr Marr and all in favour proposed the co-option.  Cllr Hewes signed the official register of post as his acceptance and was duly welcomed on board by the Parish Council.

Sadly, Cllr Marr advised he would be officially stepping down as Parish Councillor and Chairman of the Planning sub committee and this was to be his last meeting.  It was agreed by those present that Cllr Henwood would be acting as Planning Chairman for the time being.  The Council wished Mr Marr all the very best for the future and it would sadly miss his expertise and wished to thank him for his 10 years service given on the Parish Council.  He will be sadly missed.  It was agreed that Cllr Hewes would join the planning sub committee.

CORRESPONDENCE

0715
The Clerk had received a telephone call from Sue Lucas (Parishioner) regarding a large tree at Service Lane bridle path behind the recycling site at Blackmore Village Hall.  This backs onto Meadow Rise and comes out at St Laurence Gardens and subsequently backs onto her garden.  It blocks out a lot of light into her garden and is large and imposing.  Cllr Lennon reported that he had visited the site and had put the details through her door for her to contact Andy Laing, BBC who would visit and assess this.  
   
0716
The Clerk had received details of a pond management seminar being run by RCCE for 8 October, 9.15am – 2.30pm at Writtle Village Hall, Chelmsford.  Cllrs Town and Lennon expressed an interest and the Clerk would give all details to the Environment Committee to evaluate. 

0717
The Clerk had received a letter from Lisa Dunnell, BBC, advising the date of the next Stakeholder Group meeting for the Country Parks joint Committee following a mistake on the previous letter sent out.  The date is to be held on Wednesday 29th July at 7pm, for anyone wishing to attend.

0718
The Clerk read had received the details from NALC regarding the re-launch of its local Council awards.  It is widely recognised that the vast majority of local Councils (Parish and Town Councils) are delivering great services and acting as a voice for their local communities on a day-to-day basis.  It is in honour of this, that NALC is renewing its Local Council Awards, this year.  NALC is looking for good practice from Councils regardless of size or location.  This year’s NALC Local Council Awards will be in he categories of:

· Council of the year sponsored by AON

· Clerk of the year sponsored by AON

· Councillor of the year sponsored by the Commission for Rural Communities (CRC)

· Council worker of the year sponsored by the Co-Operative Bank

· Much improved council of the year sponsored by Standards Board for England

0719
The Clerk had received a thank you letter from Blackmore Primary School in thanks for the £650 donation towards their swimming pool.  Community opening times have been forwarded to the Parish Magazine and will also be displayed in the local Post Office.

0720
The Clerk had received details from BBC regarding the notice of alteration to the register of Electors, which will be held on file at the office.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

County Councillor, Ann Naylor had emailed the Clerk to advise that the invasive Japanese Knotweed should be reported if spotted in the Parish as she had been battling with BBC and making some progress to its removal along the Blackmore Road, near Fryerning.  The Clerk had contacted Roger Hulse, BBC to report sightings of this highly invasive weed in the Parish and his response was that if we report locations he would arrange for his colleagues in Grounds Maintenance to inspect and organize the appropriate treatment.  Clerk will pass copies to Environment Committee.


Borough and Parish Councillor Keeble advised he had attended a recent licensing meeting at BBC and Town planning meeting and had nothing to report.

Borough and Parish Councillor Henwood advised she had attended a planning meeting, 15.7.09, BBC and had nothing of any real note to report other than they are getting tougher on Green Belt issues.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0721 
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (July)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping (July)

  75.00
                       Petty cash

   -
                       S Barnes                           Clerks salary (to be drawn in Aug)
                                                   -                                 S Barnes                           Contribution to office/heating allowance (Aug)
          - -                                 S Barnes                            Contribution to Internet facility

  -                                HM Revenue & Customs   Clerks Tax/NI (Aug)

  -                                 R Nelson                           Book Keeping (Aug)

  -                                 E.C.C                                Clerks pension contribution (July)

  -                                 E.C.C                                    “           “               “         (Aug) 

795.69                         Windsock Co.                     Purchase/Installation of flagpole

  53.02                          J Oddy & Son                   Goods purchased (R Potter)

651.67                          R D Potter                        Maintenance (June’s invoice)

195.84                          R D Potter                        expenses (June/July)

 98.09                           J Oddy & Son                   Goods supplied to RD Potter

154.00                          Heatherland Ltd                Skip Hire

272.21                          Argents Ltd                       Bedding supplied (Parish)

349.30                          R D Potter                        Maintenance (May’s invoice)

206.23                          E-On Ltd                          Electricity to B/More Millennium Pk

833.36                          MD Landscapes Ltd          Grass cutting

263.93                          BBC                                  Play inspections April/May/June ‘09

237.48                          BBC                                  B/More cemetery waste collection

Receipts:

· Cheque received from Blackmore Village Hall, £1600 – Service charge for Blackmore Sports Arena (6 months to 30 June ’09).

Payments:


· Nothing to report.

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council needs to send the end of year returns data to ECC Pension services ASAP.  Mrs Nelson is dealing with this.

0722 
FINANCIAL POWERS

Mrs Nelson reported that the Parish Council is still below budget so far.  The budget phasing has changed slightly to allow for seasonal expenditures, such as grass cutting.  Everything in order as per the financial minutes distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  There was nothing further to report. 

0723 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.

0724 
COMMUNITY BUS


The Clerk advised the Parishioner who hired the Community mini bus and accidentally lost the garage door key fob mechanism down the drain had sent a cheque in payment of the 50% contribution he had agreed for its replacement.  Action: Clerk to organise replacement.  Cllr Keeble to provide his spare in the interim.
 

0725  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


All going well and the next meeting is scheduled for 20/7/09 to discuss its progress. 

0726 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing to report, all going well.

0727
BLACKMORE WEBSITE


Nothing to report.

0728
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing new to report.

0729 
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report.  

0730
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


There is an ‘emergency’ P&R meeting scheduled for Monday 20.7.09 to collate charges regarding double taxation within the Parishes along with the 10% reduction in the discretionary grant from BBC.  The Parishes intend to present this to BBC for discussion and review. 

0731
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Nothing new to report, all up to date - Clerk to re-invoice April 2010.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0732
 PROGRESS REPORT


The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with MD Landscapes and the weed killing on the cockleshell footpath could not be done at the moment. This is due to the weather conditions not being suitable.  The atmospheric conditions are currently too hot and not permissible by Law to spray pesticides and the like. As it had rained recently, as long as it wasn’t windy, MD intended to spray the footpath on Friday 10.7.09.  


Cllr Keeble reported that all the slats on the wooden benches had been repaired by Ray Potter.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 8th July 2009 and the minutes had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the Parish Council meeting.  Planning applications from BBC had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting in respect of the following.


0733
 PLANS

Applications: BRW/400/2009,   BRW/401/2009    &    LB/BRW/25/2009.   

0734
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues.


Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – hard standing on public highway.


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence


Kings Acre, Fingrith Hall Rd, Blackmore – Two outbuildings – this subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with the evidence. 


Cllr Marr passed around the plans regarding Hope Cottage, The Green, Blackmore.  He confirmed that the E.C.C, Historic Buildings Department had approved it.  


Cllr Marr also confirmed he would be replying to the appeal regarding the travellers encampment at Plot 3, Oak Tree Far, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore and this would be directed to Bristol.  Regarding the letter notifying of appeal, Cllr Keeble proposed that a copy of this letter from BBC be copied and distributed to all Parishioners along with a covering letter explaining what to do, should be organised by the Clerk and Cllrs Keeble and Henwood would organise its distribution to all houses within the Parish.  This would give Parishioners the opportunity to respond to Bristol in the same way expressing their views.  This was seconded by Cllr Henwood and approved by all.  Action: Clerk to organise the 1500 copies ASAP and type the covering letter.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 6th July 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon,  Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith,  Cllr Brown

Apologies for absence:  Nil

0735
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping
As per July committee minutes

0736
Village speed
As per July committee minutes
0737
Allotments
As per July committee minutes

0738
‘Cats eyes’

As per July committee minutes.  

0739
Ponds
As per July committee minutes.  

0740
Notice boards
As per July committee minutes

0741
Road signs

As per July committee minutes  

0742
Meadow Rise seeding

As per July committee minutes

0743
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition
As per July committee minutes

0744
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
It was confirmed that Terry Smith would be taking pictures of a wheelchair user in situ as per previous month’s minutes and would be published in the Herald magazine to raise safety awareness. 

0745
Dog litterbin – Blackmore Green (opposite pond – Chelmsford Rd) 

This has now been positioned by Ray Potter – delete from next agenda 

0746
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Rd
As per July committee minutes.  

0747
Recycling site (Bring site)

As per July committee minutes

0748
Trip hazard – Meadow Rise
As per July committee minutes 

0749
Flagpole


As per July committee minutes. 

0750
War Memorial

As per July committee minutes

0751
Rats -Village pond
As per July committee minutes

0752
Bridge over ponds

The Clerk read out the letter received from Peter Rose, Highways Department, BBC in response to her letter concerning the inspection of the bridge structure by Danny Jennings, Structures Department, E.C.C, in consideration of a weight restriction in the general area to protect this.  The response was as follows :

1. The costs associated with such a restriction could be quite high as it would be necessary to install extensive advance signing, possibly as far as the A414.

2. If commercial vehicles drivers were minded to take any notice of the restriction it is highly likely that they would instead use other nearby roads that are even less suitable (Red Rose Lane/Wenlocks Lane).

3. Compliance is generally only as good as the enforcement that is carried out and he suspects that Essex Police would be reluctant to support such a proposal unless there were very good safety reasons relating to the condition of the bridge.

4. Unless the bridge was in imminent danger of collapse, which it isn’t, any restriction would need to maintain access for the purposes of loading, unloading and access.  In addition, any restriction would need to take into consideration the needs of local businesses, including use of the road by agricultural vehicles, and would be subject to widespread consultation in accordance with normal statutory procedures.

Peter Rose concluded he would give the Parish Council an up-date once he has heard back from ECC Structures on the condition of the bridge.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 7th September 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0753
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith confirmed all running well.  Next edition deadline Friday 24th July.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

0754
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 30th June 2009 – Present: Cllr Lennon, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett 


Apologies: Cllr Dean


Absent: Cllr Spiers 


The minutes were circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting.  All items were dealt with at the sub committee meeting as listed on the committee minutes.

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is now beyond repair.  Awaiting his update and completion (in hand).

b)   Trees – Clerk reported she had received John Sharpe’s (Town & Country Landscapes Ltd)quotation to carry out the 30% crown reduction and pollard the small stumps as requested at a cost of £680 plus VAT.  Cllr Lennon requested the budget for this work to be carried out which was unanimously agreed.  Action: Clerk to confirm and instruct John Sharpe to complete the works as quoted.

c)  Fencing to play ground area (from monthly inspection report) – An area of the playground fencing had been damaged, just beyond the old location of the dog pen and requires repair.  Action: Clerk to instruct RP to repair

d)
Bench (information from Parishioner) – A bench from the children’s play area has been uprooted and damaged.  The bench has been thrown into the hedgerow a short distance from the play area.  Action: Clerk to instruct Ray Potter.






Mill Lane Play area


a) External fence – Clerk had chased the company dealing with the insurance company and Mr Knights finances to no avail – It was agreed by the Council that the Clerk would continue with the processing of a small claim through the small claims court and she would write to Mr Smith advising of this decision.
b) Moles – Monitoring (Cllr Giordan)

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


        a)     Football pitches (P.L.T) – await further action.  This is in hand with RK.  

b)    Field external fence – Awaiting action by Ray Potter – monitor for completion


Matters arising out of monthly inspection:


Refer to sub committee meeting minutes.

Date of Next Meeting: 1st September 2009 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0755
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
10.9.09    
7.30pm
Meadow Farm, Exchange Rd, S.Massey


Recreation
1.9.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
7.9.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
TBC
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
8.9.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council 
17.9.09
7.30pm    
Tipps Cross R Hall


Community Police
TBC



P&R
20.8.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

0756
The Clerk requested holiday leave and cover for the following dates: 17th to 31st August (10 days)


and 18th, 21st, 22nd September (3 days).  This was agreed by all.  Cllr Henwood would receive Parish Council and Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall enquiries and Cllr Lennon would cover the Community Bus enquiries and hiring’s.  Mrs Nelson would take the minutes at the Parish Council meeting on 17th September in her absence.  The Clerk tendered her apologies in advance.


0757
Bill Boards erected by Church – Still pending outcome of Peter Rose’s investigations  

OTHER ITEMS

0758
Grass cutting at Poplar Close – Cllr Keeble monitoring.  He will check if owner is cutting 
this area as further complaints received by Clerk.
 
0759
Fly tipping of rubbish opposite sewage farm, Wyatts Green Rd – Cllr Dean reported this 
and asked if Clerk could contact BBC (Mike Dunn) to remove it.   

0760
The Sustainable Communities Act – The Clerk was in receipt of emails from Cllr Giordan.  However, in his absence it was decided this would be included on September’s agenda for discussion.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

0761
Cllr Henwood requested the Clerk to write to the owners of ‘Pebbles, The Green, Blackmore’ requesting they do not continue to hang out their washing outside the temporary caravan to the front of the property.  Clerk also to ask when the caravan is scheduled to be removed as it is understood the building work has been completed.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:35 p.m.
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