MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 18th June 2009 in the Committee Room of  Blackmore Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  
Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Marr, Cllr Giordan, Cllr Smith, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Dean, Cllr Brown, Cllr Town and Cllr Thomas 
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Lennon, Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer) and County Cllr Ann Naylor

Also present: Mr T Smith (Herald Magazine Editor) and Mr Robin Hewes who is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendments: 
(Page 5) Cost of insurance should read £8.00 and not £80 as specified on line 2 of charges.
(Page 6) item 0640 – should read 5 vehicle activated speed signs as opposed to ‘awarded’

(Page 7) Cllr Keeble and Cllr Town reported on item 0643 (ponds).

(Page 8) item 0656 – date of next meeting should read 1st June and not 11th May as specified
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs Henwood and Keeble declared interest regarding item ‘Blackmore Centre for Young People’ as committee members.  The declaration of interest book was signed by both. 
OPEN FORUM

Nil attendees
CORRESPONDENCE

0662
The Clerk had received the entry forms for Brentwood in Bloom competition 2009 – closing date of 26.6.09.
   
0663
The Clerk informed the Council of a meeting date (30.6.09) to discuss with BBC officials the dangerous junctions and plans for improvement at: Swallows Cross – 3.15pm and Outings Lane – 3.45pm should anyone be free to attend.  Cllr’s Henwood and Town confirmed their attendance

0664
The Clerk had received an email from Essex Works re E.C.C proposals to Central Government under the provisions of the sustainable Communities Act 2007 – deadline 31.7.09 – Note: To be included on July’s agenda for further discussion.

0665
The Clerk read out its Parish project items for inclusion in the Highways Localism panel on 9.6.09.

0666
The Clerk read out an email from CPRE concerning a recent campaign they are running regarding improving safety of England’s rural roads and  ask the minister to protect beautiful countryside.  This relates to the Governments proposals for nearly 30,000 new homes every year across the South West could mean they’ll start to disappear under development and are calling for the Government to scale back its plans.  Updates will be sent regarding these.

0667
The  Clerk informed of a Councillor Training Day 2 (Modules 3&4 of ‘being a good councillor’) Costing £54 – date to be held : Tuesday 7th July 2009 – 9.30 – 3.30 at Foakes Hall, Great Dunmow.

0668
The Clerk informed of a Budget and Precept Course to be held in July and again in October.  The Clerk will be attending in October 2009 and the cost is covered under the training grant received.

0669
The Clerk had received the mobile library services information for July to December 2009.  These will be posted on the 4 notice boards as well as mentioned in the Herald Magazine.

0670
The Clerk had received information of the CAB’s 50th anniversary celebrations to be held on 28.6.09 – 3-6pm – tickets £5 and details can be obtained from the Clerk.  


BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


Cllr Henwood (Borough), advised she had attended a recent meeting and to discuss the Parish 
budgeted items such as grass cutting and maintenance.  She advised the Herongate and Ingrave 
Parish Clerk would contact Susan Barnes for a list of such items so this could be jointly put 
forward to BBC as it feels the Parish Councils may be paying ‘twice’ for such work.  Cllr 
Henwood and the Parish Council Association will then present this to Louise McKinlay 
(C.E.O, BBC) along with it’s reconsideration to stop the 10% reduction of the Parish Councils 
discretionary grant.  Action: Clerk to email all committee chairmen and Mrs Nelson, Treasurer 
for an emergency P&R meeting to gather this information as soon as is possible.  Date T.B.C.

Cllr Henwood also advised she had received a complaint about the roadway and drain at Red 
Brick Cottage.  Peter Rose, BBC informed that the drains had been flushed and he will look at this again.  However it may not be completely done until after all the building work is completed.  However, as there are pot holes, temporary repairs will be done in the meantime. 


In Cllr Naylor’s absence, the Clerk read out an email received from Ann Naylor (County) 
regarding the fallen tree at 
Swallows Cross, as follows: The email had been sent from Kevin 
Gilderson, BBC to the nearby property owner concerned.  
1.                   I have now received the County Council response regarding the extent of highway responsibility. This does show the area in front of your property, up to your boundary wall and fence, as being part of the publicly maintainable highway.
2.                   I have therefore sought a price and a possible start date from the contractor that carried out the original clearance works, for both the removal of the fallen trunk and root plate and the removal of the dead willow on the other side of your entrance drive. I am informed that these works are programmed to take place at the latter end of next week and should be dealt with in a day. Please be aware that traffic light control will be in operation during the works and various heavy machinery will be necessary to lift and remove the trunk and deal with the dead tree still standing.
3.                   Once the fallen tree has been removed I will look at the damaged area to determine how best to deal with this.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0671 
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (March 2009)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

  75.00
                        Petty cash

185.00
                        RAC                                 Breakdown cover renewal 2009
 

272.21                           Argents Ltd                       Summer bedding plants supplied to R potter

 38.61                            Three Valleys Water         Supplied to Blackmore playing field

 16.22                                    - “ -                                 “         “  War Memorial

226.67                           B/More Sports & Social Club           1/3 CCTV maintenance contribution

100.00                           Four Parishes Responder Group        Donation

154.00                           Heatherland Ltd                Parish Skip Hire

 96.87                            Glasdon UK Ltd                New Dog bin – Chelmsford Rd, Blackmore

 98.09                             J Oddy & Sons                 Goods supplied (R Potter)

 97.91                             BJK Insurance Co.           Premium – Bus protected no claims

565.80                            Biochem                           Rat bait boxes – the pond, the Green, Blackmore

1210.17                          MD Landscapes Ltd         Grass cutting

  55.00                            RCCE                               Yearly membership renewal 

 339.36                           T E Smith                         Herald Mag and expenses     
         


Receipts:
· Refund received for £163.88 from J Oddy and Sons – invoice previously paid
· Cheque received from HM Revenue and Customs for Parish Council of £99.80 and Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall of £165.38 in respect of overpayment of TAX and National Insurance contributions (salaries).  Clerk to advise Rosemarie as figures to be deducted from next months contribution payments to HM Revenue and Customs respectively.

Payments:


· £1,598.14 Fixed rate loan repayment due out of the PC account on 30.6.09. 
0672 
FINANCIAL POWERS

In Mrs Nelson’s absence Cllr Bennett read out details of the financial reports.  He advised there was not much to report and finances were in accordance with the minutes as previously circulated by the Clerk prior to the Parish Council meeting.  To date, expenditure is still within budget.  

0673 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Next meeting scheduled at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall on 7th July 2009.

It was informed that the PCSO, Susan Payne was training to join the Police before December 2009, but awaiting dates.  Therefore she is still acting as PCSO in the meantime.
0674 
COMMUNITY BUS

The Clerk reported that a Parishioner who hired the bus had accidentally lost the garage door key fob down a drain and could therefore not be retrieved.  The Council approved the purchase of one new key fob costing approximately £160 plus VAT.  The Parishioner did advise they would contribute half as this was not covered under the Insurance Policy.  Action: Clerk to contact the Parishioner in respect of this.  Cllr Keeble would also supply the Clerk with his spare. 
The Clerk also confirmed the new prices had been implemented and all was running OK. 
0675  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood advised she would be selling the ‘buy a brick campaign’ at the Strawberry Fayre this forthcoming weekend.  The Grand opening of the Youth centre is scheduled for 27th September 2009 and the Mayor would be officially opening it.  Completion is scheduled for 23rd August 2009. 
0676 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing much to report.  Bookings going well and there is to date a £90 debt which is being recovered.
0677
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Nothing new to report – all running well.
0678
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing new to report.

0679 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  All dates received for services up to December 2009 and advertised.
0680 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report – refer to item ‘Borough Councillor Reports’.  

0681
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Nothing new to report, all up to date - Clerk to re-invoice April 2010.
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0682
 PROGRESS REPORT


The weed killing on the cockle shell footpath does not appear to be done.  Action: Clerk confirmed a works order had been put in for this and she will chase Supplier for its completion.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 3rd June 2009 and the minutes had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the Parish Council meeting.  Planning applications from BBC had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting in respect of the following.


0683
 PLANS

JUNE 2009: BRW/273/2009.   

0684
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment

Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues.

Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – hard standing on public highway.

Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence

Kings Acre, Fingrith Hall Rd, Blackmore – Two outbuildings – this subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with the evidence. 

Cllr Marr also wanted to bring to attention the email received from Dr Jennings regarding his concern of possible flooding where the gypsy encampment is situated.  The contents were duly noted.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 1st June 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith
Apologies for absence:  Cllr Brown
0685
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping
As per June committee minutes

0686
Village speed
Clerk emailed Peter Rose for update regarding the 5 vehicle awarded speed signs and Cllr Henwood updated the Council accordingly.  Peter Rose estimates installation due date of Nov/Dec 2009.  Monitor.
0687
Allotments
As per June committee minutes

0688
‘Cats eyes’

As per June committee minutes.  Work order issued 28.5.09.

0689
Ponds
As per June committee minutes.  Cllr Keeble reported that the bars and posts and hopefully the low level bars and posts can be repainted and tidied within the next two months.  Any that need replacing will also hopefully be done.
0690
Notice boards
As per June committee minutes

0691
Road signs

Clerk had received an email update from Peter Rose, BBC.  

RE: Posts at Mill Lane Play area (broken reflector posts) – details been passed onto the Highway Inspector.  
RE: Fingrith Hall Road sign – been repainted

RE: New signs for Blackmore Rd/Ongar Rd – in stock, for installation.

0692
Meadow Rise seeding

As per June committee minutes

0693
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition
As per June committee minutes

0694
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
Vegetation has been cut back to the protective guard rail but there are still fears it is still not wide enough.  Cllr Dean is to ask a wheelchair user to have his photograph taken in situ and this can be forwarded to BBC for evaluation.  Copy also to be included in the Herald to raise awareness.
0695
Dog litter bin – Blackmore Green (opposite pond – Chelmsford Rd) 

As per June committee minutes

0696
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Rd
As per June committee minutes.  However BBC still say height is not under their control.  Cllr Town will meet him at site to show him exact location – Action: Clerk to organise
0697
Recycling site (Bring site)

As per June committee minutes

0698
Trip hazard – Meadow Rise
As per June committee minutes –The damaged footway was apparently caused by delivery vehicles to the adjacent property during building work.  He has arranged for some minor repairs to be undertaken in a few weeks time. Mr Hulse, BBC has also asked the Enforcement Officer to write to owner who appears to be crossing the footway without a properly constructed vehicle crossing.
0699
Flagpole

As per June committee minutes. Cllr Town is meeting BT at site to discuss plans on Wednesday morning, 24.6.09.
0700
War Memorial

Cllr Town advised grant could not be obtained until October 2009.  Proceed then. Action: Could Clerk write to Bennett’s advising this.
0701
Rats -Village pond
As per June committee minutes

0702
Bridge over ponds

As per June committee minutes – Action: Could Clerk please enquire again into having a weight limit through the village, especially down Nine Ashes Rd and through the village and over the bridge

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 6th July 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0703
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith confirmed all running well.  Next edition deadline end of July.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

0704
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 2nd June 2009 – Present: Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Bennett 

Apologies: Cllr Keeble, 

The minutes were circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting.  All items were dealt with at that meeting as listed on the committee minutes.

In the absence of Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett reported on the following:

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – Removed by Ray Potter – delete from next agenda
b) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is now beyond repair.  Awaiting his update and completion (in hand).

        c)   Trees – Cllr Bennett advised awaiting contact from John Sharpe re: quote.

        d)  Criminal damage to children’s play area – Clerk advised Ray Potter had submitted 

quotation of £92.50 plus materials at cost from J Oddy & Sons.  Work anticipated 


(weather permitting) to be done on 3rd June 2009 – monitor for completion.


Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Clerk had chased the company dealing with the insurance company and Mr Knights finances to no avail – It was agreed by the Council that the Clerk would continue with the processing of a small claim through the small claims court and she would write to Mr Smith advising of this decision.
b) Moles – Monitoring (Cllr Giordan)

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


        a)     Football pitches (P.L.T) – await further action.  This is in hand with RK.  

b)   Arson incident – Payment in settlement received, so can be deleted from agenda
c)    Field external fence – Awaiting action by Ray Potter – monitor for completion
d)   Gate to dog pen – Broken.  Awaits action by Ray Potter upon removal of pen  

Date of Next Meeting: 30th June 2009 (July’s meeting) – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0705
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
1.7.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
30.6.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
6.7.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
TBC
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
14.7.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council 
16.7.09
7.30pm    
Tipps Cross R Hall

Community Police
7.7.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

P&R
20.8.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

0706
Bill Boards erected by Church – Clerk had written to Peter Rose, BBC regarding the 
‘unofficial’ installation of various bill boards/notice boards throughout the Parish.  He is not 
aware of any approval being sought and will investigate.  

0707
Planning Parish Council meeting 14.5.09 (RE: Gypsies & Travellers Consultation)– 
Minutes circulated by the Clerk to all Councillors for their information.

OTHER ITEMS

0708
Grass cutting at Poplar Close – Cllr Keeble monitoring.  He will check if owner is cutting 
this area as further complaints received by Clerk.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0709
Fly tipping of rubbish opposite sewage farm, Wyatts Green Rd – Cllr Dean reported this 
and asked if Clerk could contact BBC (Mike Dunn) to remove it. 

0710
Village Fayre – Hog roast (location of) – Cllr Town mentioned that for the next Blackmore 
Village Fayre, the Hog roast be moved to a different location as it was not suitably placed 
where they had it.  Also a plant pot was destroyed by the pond due to the Village Fayre.  Cllr 
Town to draft letter for the Clerk to type and send to the Committee on the safety concerns she 
raised.

0711
BMX Bike centre – Cllr Keeble advised that there is a new BMX bike activity centre opposite 
Barrow Farm for youths to practise their skills and keep them safe.  There will be weekend 
sessions which will be properly organised and safely run.

0712
Children camping – Rubbish along footpath opposite Blackmore ponds, through the 
Farmers fields -  Cllr Town has received complaints regarding the rubbish left at this site by 
children unofficially camping here.  Action: Clerk to contact Susan Payne and report this, she 
may already be aware of culprits. Also report to Ingatestone PC Clerk.

0713
Japanese Knot weed – Cllr Town reported sightings of Japanese knotweed which is highly 
invasive and is on Highways property.  It was felt that the Parish Council have a statutory duty 
to report this.  Action: Clerk to report to BBC for action/feedback on handling this and its 
removal.

0714
Trees/bushes before Deal Tree Corner junction (Kelvedon Hatch) – Action: Clerk to 
contact Kelvedon Hatch Parish Council regarding the trimming and cutting back of these 
severely overgrown bushes along the roadside.
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:50 p.m.
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