MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th March 2009 in the Committee Room of  Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commencing at 7.30pm.

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Dean, Cllr Marr, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon, Mrs Nelson, Treasurer and Susan Barnes, Parish Clerk. Also present County Cllr Ann Naylor and Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Spiers, Cllr Smith, Cllr Giordan and Cllr Thomas.

AMENDMENTS

Nil.  The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

A member of the public attended the meeting to discuss the possibility of positioning a dog waste bin centrally in Blackmore village as dog fouling in this area seems to be a recurring problem.   This had been previously considered by the Environment committee who feel the suitable place to position the bin is on Chelmsford Road and it would be monitored and reviewed after a trial 6 month period.  Action: The Clerk will contact Ray Potter to take the bin from the Walter Hobbs Field and move to the end of the footpath, Chelmsford Road (opposite Village pond area) – in accordance with the environment committee minutes of 2nd March 2009.  Clerk will also ask BBC environment officer, Lee Green, if they could erect a ‘no dog fouling’ sign on the Green.
CORRESPONDENCE

0500
Clerk read out a letter from Mr Ray Potter, Odd Jobbers of his yearly price increases which the Council accepted.

0501
Clerk advised of a letter received from E-On regarding the contract review period for supply of electricity to the Millennium Park.  Mrs Nelson, Treasurer would take a look at the previous rates and evaluate.
0502   The Clerk had received a letter from BBC advising of a new enforcement for abandoned shopping trolleys.  If found, the shop owner would have to pay a fee to the Council for retrieval and any abandoned trolleys should be reported to BBC so they could be collected.
0503
The Clerk advised she had received a letter from a Parishioner requesting to have a wedding on the land near the Church, Blackmore and erect a marquee.  The Clerk gave her the contact details of Mr Marriage’s daughter who owns the land to request permission and the Clerk also mentioned that it would be the Parishioner’s responsibility to contact BBC, licensing department regarding a temporary events notice, if applicable.

0504
The Clerk advised she had received a letter from ECC (Essex County Council), a letter advising a special events temporary prohibition of road traffic during the Blackmore Village fayre – 24th –25th May 2009. 
0505
Clerk had received a bus passenger news questionnaire which she passed on to Mr Dean.
0506
Clerk had received information on the services offered by the Brentwood Community Transport mini bus brokerage scheme.  It was suggested our mini bus rates should be reviewed prior to the yearly increase in April 2009.
0507
Clerk had received information regarding the services offered by J&S Garden Services, however             they could not on this occasion compete with MD Landscapes on the grass cutting contracts. The details will be held on file for any future reference.

0508
The Clerk confirmed BBC had received no applications for the vacancy of Parish Councillor.  Therefore the Parish Council can now co-opt suitable candidates, for which there are two vacancies.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr Keeble advised he had attended a BBC meeting on 18/3/09 and advised the Council that Brandon Lewis had retired as leader of the Council.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0509 
FINANCE

Mrs Nelson, Treasurer advised there was not much to report and finances were in accordance with the minutes as previously circulated.  

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (March 2009)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

 37.89                        AtoZ Supplies                  Hand soap for Tipps X Hall – to be reimbursed

425.00                       Blackmore Parochial Charity – final quarterly payment

4370.00                     NJ Hollingsworth             spreading sand – football pitch



   54.00                      RD Potter                        Maintenance – Inv.No.  TOJ2008/042

 334.26                      T Smith                           £300 Herald Mag Services plus £34.26 postal expenses

 








C









	    34.06         
	
	           K Bennett                 
	        Telephone calls – May ’07 – Nov ‘08


     15.96                       T Lennon                        2 x litter pickers - reimbursement


   190.90                        Adventure Playgrounds   1 x pendulum seat – aerial runway, Walter Hobbs         

  144.00                        Heatherland Ltd               Skip Hire

    87.98                        BBC                                 Play inspection Feb ‘09

 1228.00                       Kelhatch Press                  Herald Mag. publication   

Receipts:

· BACS remittance advice £1,841.99 – HM Revenue and Customs – Vat return

· Cheques banked £3,853.14 – Blackmore Village Hall, covering: £1875.00 Cricket and Football Club rents Year ending 31.3.09,  £1,600.00 Service charge for sports arena (6 months to 31st Dec 2008), £288.14 electricity supplied to Millennium Park, £90.00 squash courts (50%of invoice to cut back the laurels in front of squash courts).  


Payments:


Nothing to advise.

0510 
FINANCIAL POWERS

Mrs Nelson confirmed that the VAT element received in error on the grant for sanding the football pitches would be returned to ECC and she would organise this.  All payments had now been received and paid to the supplier to cover this.  Mrs Nelson also advised the Council it is currently running slightly under budget at present.

0511 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.

0512 
COMMUNITY BUS


The Clerk advised she had now received the final two quotations for the bodywork repairs and the Council agreed to use the lowest quote to get the bodywork repaired.  Action: Clerk to organise. It was also agreed that Cllr’s Bennett and Lennon would work with the Clerk on the Community Bus committee to re-evaluate the bus increase for April ’09.  Action: Meeting to be arranged.

0513  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood reminded everyone tickets are available for the charity family Quiz night at Blackmore Village Hall on Saturday 28th March to raise funds for the building work.  The Council also re-confirmed its commitment to donating £10,000 towards the project.

0514 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble advised that the CCTV camera at the Village Hall is now 1 year old and it mut consider a warranty/service contract which is £680 PA.  It was suggested and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would contribute a 3rd of this cost.  There was nothing further to report and the bookings are going well.

0515
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Cllr Giordan was unable to attend the meeting so emailed the Clerk his update.  ‘The Parish Council news is hosted on the Blackmore Village website.  The webmaster, Dave Smith, has had problems with the site over recent weeks, and has not been able to update it.  Currently, no minutes later than September 2008 have been posted, and the data on the mobile library, skips etc. are out of date.  When the problems are resolved, updates including recent minutes will be posted.  In the meantime, there are no problems with the “What’s on” page, and the future events in the village will be added as soon as information is received’.

0516
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing new to report.

0517 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  

0518 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report.  Next meeting scheduled in June 2009 – to be confirmed.

0519
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Action:  Parish Clerk to send out new invoices late March 2009 as new rents due in April 2009.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0520
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble is dealing with the removal of the bonfire debris.  Nothing new to report


The meeting minutes of 26th February 2009 were circulated at the meeting by Mrs Nelson.


The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 11th June 2009.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 4th March 2009 and the minutes had been circulated to all prior to the Parish Council meeting.  Plans had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting.


0521
 PLANS

The following planning applications were discussed at the committee meeting and the minutes were circulated to all councillors accordingly prior to the Parish Council meeting:


MARCH 2009: BRW/90/2009,   BRW/95/2009,   BRW/107/2009,   BRW/108/2009


Cllr Henwood again stressed that we should have a presence at the monthly BBC planning Department meetings as this would be beneficial with such things as enforcements and could the committee put forward candidates to attend these. 

0522
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding 


Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Cllr Marr also wrote to BBC regarding the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property;  still no reply has been received – Still outstanding.
Cllr Henwood advised she would find out te name of the new planning executive officer at BBC in order we can contact them regarding the above.

Cllr Marr also advised on his findings regarding Town Green status, in accordance and following the January 2009 minutes.  The Council can send in plans to ECC (Essex County Council) and they will check if the Ted Marriage Field and Horsefayre Green are protected and registered.  It it is protected open space then it cannot be built on. If it isn’t already registered then there is a registration procedure form 44 with relevant criteria and witness statements being required to prove there are no objections to obtaining Town Green Status.  There is presently a backlog and can be a lengthy procedure if a Public hearing is required.  

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 2nd March 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith

Apologies for absence:  Cllr Brown

0523
Drain clearance and road sweeping

Mr Hulse will get this checked again although there does not seem to be a problem at the moment.

0524
Village speed


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0525
Allotments


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0526
“Cats Eyes”


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009 – If further action is required, the Clerk will require exact location of problem sites as on previous discussions with BBC regarding this, they felt it was not enough of a problem as having a few random missing cats eyes is not deemed as dangerous and they do not have budget to cover this and haven’t had for some time.  

0527
Ponds

As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009 – work party confirmed for April 18th at 10.00am.  Ted Hall also emailed the Clerk to advise he had received confirmation from Awards For All that our application for £8,500 had been accepted.  The money will be paid into the bank week commencing 6th April 2009.  He mentioned that confirmation is still required to deposit the silt can be rolled over and asked if Terry Smith could please chase this up.  He also suggested that we try to get some written timetable confirmation from Gaymer as if it does not get done this year we will have to give both grants back and reconsider.  

0528
Notice Boards



The Perspex on the Wyatts Green notice board which was vandalised has now been replaced by Ray Potter.

0529
Road signs


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0530
Meadow Rise - seeding


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0531
‘Beehive Chase’ - pavement


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0532
‘Blacksmiths Alley’ – poor condition

As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0533
Gunnells Corner – wheelchair access


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0534
‘Church Street’ - grate


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0535
Dog litter bin – Blackmore green


As environment committee minutes – Clerk has requested Ray Potter to re-site dog bin from Walter Hobbs field to end of footpath opposite village pond.

0536
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Road


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0537
Recycling (Bring) Site – Blackmore Village Hall


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0538
Trip Hazard – Meadow Rise


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0539
Flagpole


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009.  Cllr Town updated the Council saying it was too heavy to erect without special equipment.  Mr Town looking at obtaining an alternative quote for a more suitable flagpole with Piggotts Ltd.

0540
War Memorial


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0541
Loose posts by pond


The Environment committee suggest posts be erected all around the Green to stop people driving over the grass during floods.  Action:  Clerk to obtain suitable company and quotes as per Environment Committee minutes 2nd March 2009. 

0542
Rats – village pond


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009

0543
Bridge over ponds


As environment committee minutes – 2nd March 2009 – Action: Could Clerk contact BBC, Highways Department to come and inspect bridge and possible weight limit in village as Clerk has had not reply to this to date.

0544
Lorries through the Village


As above item (0543)

0545
Notice board on Horsefayre Green


Could Committee advise if this is still requiring action/replacement perspex.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 6th April 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0546
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith advised he had received 5 new applications for advertisements and the figures are up at the moment.  Next edition deadline: Last Friday in April (24th).


Mr Smith is away on holidays from 24th March to 8th April 2009.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

0547
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on Tuesday 3rd March 2009 – Present: Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Keeble.

The minutes were circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as items listed below:

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – Beverly Pharaoh of MD Landscapes telephoned the Clerk to advise if the Council could erect a sign informing the dog owners using this facility must clean up after their dogs they would be happy to strim these areas and maintain them.  It was also discussed whether the need for dog pens was even required and maybe they could be removed altogether – Committee to discuss options further and advise Clerk if action required.

b) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is now beyond repair.

c) Trees – As reported by a concerned Parishioner regarding the trees blocking out light into his garden and windows, Cllr Lennon went to inspect the problem.  Trees were previously planted at the request of local Parishioners to this site, however as the trees have grown there is now a problem regarding light into surrounding properties.  Cllr Lennon felt that before the committee can make a decision it should get quotes from at least two tree surgeons to establish if there is a need to thin and trim the trees in the Ted Marriage field behind Granary Meadow.  Cllr Lennon will arrange to meet to discuss in greater detail with local companies.


Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Nothing new to report at present.  Action: Clerk to chase company dealing with this on behalf of Mr Knight.
b) Cabin slide – Cllr Lennon organising a meeting with Mr Larkin, BBC regarding the issues raised by him as Committee do not see potential hazard as indicated by him.
c) Moles – Cllr Giordan advised update on the situation as follows: He had visited the site several times and had treated any fresh mole hills.  There seems to have been some reduction in activity but continued treatment may be required until the start of the grass cutting season.  He will carry this out.  Come October, the area is bound to be re-colonised and we will need to resume a regular control programme.

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a) Football pitches (P.L.T) – All work carried out, grants received and suppliers paid in full.  Mrs Nelson returning the VAT element received in error to ECC (as mentioned above under Finance).

b) Arson incident – It was agreed and Clerk requested to process this through the Small Claims Court for re-imbursement as we have to date received no response to previous letters sent to the parent. Clerk dealing with.

c) Field external fence – Awaiting action by Ray Potter

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 7th April 2009 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0548
Fallen tree – outside Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall (Replacement due late 2009)

The Clerk had reported to BBC of a fallen tree near the bus stop outside Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  BBC advised they had inspected it and felt too much damage had been done to the roots and would organise for the Highway Rangers to remove it once in the area.  The Clerk had BBC agree to replace the tree at the end of 2009 with the new tree planting season budget as all trees had been already allocated for this financial year.  Being Monitored until October 2009 for replacement.

0549
Fly Tipping 

The Clerk had reported to BBC all the fly tipping rubbish etc as reported by Cllrs Town and Lennon as found during our Parish Spring Clean and Mike Dun, BBC had confirmed this would be dealt with immediately.

0550
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
8.4.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
7.4.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
6.4.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
11.6.09
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Trustees
5.5.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall 


Tipps X Mgmnt
12.5.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council mtg
16.4.09
7.30pm
Blackmore V Hall


Community Police
TBC

0551
 Community Initiatives Fund grant awarded – 5 Vehicle activated road signs

Monitor – Awaiting contact from BBC/ECC regarding steps to proceed at the start of their new financial year.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0552
Cllr Keeble mentioned that he thought the half marathon on Sunday 15th March ’09 was poorly policed and marshalled this year. 

0553
Cllr Town confirmed the date for the pond work party is 18th April ’09.  Action: Clerk to order a skip for that date (8 am) to be placed by the pond by Heatherland Ship Hire Ltd.
0554
Cllr Town reported a broken fence opposite the library, Blackmore.

0555
Cllr Town reported 14 people from Blackmore and 10 people from Hook End attended the Parish Spring clean and it was a successful day due to the nice weather. 
0556
Cllr Marr reported that a fridge had been fly tipped at Spriggs Lane, in the ditch – Action: Could Clerk contact Mike Dun, BBC to remove it.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:45 p.m.
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