ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st May 2009 in the Committee Room of  Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  
Members present: Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman, acting as Chair), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Giordan, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Thomas, Mrs Nelson, Treasurer and Susan Barnes, Parish Clerk. Also present County Cllr Ann Naylor, Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine and Rhiannon of the Brentwood Gazette.

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Marr and Cllr Henwood who were away on holiday.
AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Cllr Keeble as a correct record with the following amendment: Page 5, Environment committee meeting took place on 6 April and not 2nd March as previously specified.  Also page 10, item 0612 – spelling mistake - name should read Rev. Ivy Crawford. 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Clerk invited nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Lennon proposed Cllr Henwood, seconded by Cllr Bennett.  There were no other nominations.  It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Henwood should remain as Chair and in the absence of Cllr Henwood, the Clerk had it on authority that this post would be accepted.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

Nil attendees.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

The Clerk called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Spiers proposed Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Giordan.  There were no other nominations.  It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Keeble should be Vice Chairman which he accepted.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES

It was agreed that the 2009/2010 Committees would form as per the following:

Recreation Committee:

Cllrs Lennon (Chairman), Bennett, Dean, Keeble, Spiers.
Environment Committee:

Cllrs Town (Chairman), Dean, Smith, Brown, Lennon, Thomas.

Planning Committee:

Cllrs Marr (Chairman), Dean, Town, Giordan, Brown.

Millennium Park: 

Cllrs Keeble (Chairman), Bennett, Smith, Lennon, Mrs Nelson (Treasurer), Mr Daldry, Dr Jennings.

Policy & Resources:

Cllrs Henwood (Chairman), Lennon, Bennett, Keeble, Marr, Town, Mrs Nelson.

Blackmore Parochial Charity:

Cllrs Bennett, Town.

Blackmore Community Bus:

Mrs Barnes (Parish Clerk), Cllrs Bennett, Lennon.

BBPCA:

Cllr Henwood with Cllr Keeble (as reserve).

Blackmore Village Hall Committee:

Cllr Giordan.

Parish Magazine:

Mr T Smith, Mrs E Smith (Editors).

Youth Centre:

Cllrs Henwood, Keeble.

MUGA:

Cllrs Keeble (Chairman), Bennett (Secretary), Lennon, Mr Blackwell, Mr Barclay. 
CORRESPONDENCE

0614
Clerk read out the quote received from MDL of £35 plus VAT to weed spray shell footpath at Millennium Field – this was agreed by all that the Clerk should put in a works order to proceed.
0615
Clerk read out information received for a NALC conference 4 and 5 Sept 2009 – ‘Putting people first’.
0616   The Clerk had received a letter for a donation from East of England Ambulance Service, First Responders.  It was agreed by the Council that it would like to support this local valuable service and the Clerk was requested to raise a cheque for a donation of £100 as it had reached it’s charity budget for the year.  This would be reviewed at the end of 2009.
0617
The Clerk was in receipt of the HM Revenue and Customs local Councils and VAT workshops – passed to Mrs Nelson if of interest.
0618
The Clerk was in receipt of the notice of alteration of electors May 2009.  Held at the office.      

0619
The Clerk had received an email from Ray Potter confirming that he will try and meet deadlines for works to be carried out as required, in particular the outstanding recreation items previously emailed to him.   
0620
The Clerk had received an introductory letter from DW Lighting, a company specialising in street light repairs.  This information will be held on file for future use if needed.
0621
The Clerk had received a reminder from Carol Davis, Electoral Services Officer, BBC to confirm there had been no applicants for the Parish Council vacancy and the Council can now co-opt where there is no requirement for an election.  A suitable candidate is still being sought.

0622 
The Clerk had received the Essex Playing Fields annual membership renewal which it was agreed the Clerk would organise and raise a cheque for the sum of £25.00.

0623  
The Clerk had received the CPRE annual membership renewal which it was agreed the Clerk would organise and raise a cheque for the sum of £29.00.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

0624
Cllr Keeble (Borough), advised he had recently attended the Brentwood Borough Council’s 
(BBC) AGM. He advised that Tony Sleep, Ingatestone Cllr, had been appointed as the new 
Mayor.  Cllr Keeble also mentioned that free car parking was being agreed for Sunday parking 
at the Town Hall offices and Saturday’s was also being looked into. 

Ann Naylor (County), advised that a large tree had fallen down and blocked the road at 
Swallows Cross.  The tree belongs to Brentwood and they have therefore cleared the road and 
are in the process of its removal.

Ann Naylor also mentioned that if there are any people who have not yet received their voting 
cards, they should contact either Carol Davis or Jim Stevens at BBC and advise them so this 
could be organised.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0625 
FINANCE

Mrs Nelson, Treasurer advised there was not much to report and finances were in accordance with the minutes as previously circulated.  

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (March 2009)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping

  75.00
                        Petty cash

  52.25                           K Bennett                         Re-imbursement – National Garden Centre vouchers –                                                                                                        
                                                                 Ivy Crawford’s leaving present   

 425.00 
                        Blackmore Parochial Charity

 650.00                          Blackmore Primary School    donation to swimming pool funds

  29.00                           CPRE                                Annual membership renewal

135.13                           Tann Autos                       Wheelchair yearly service

288.00                            Heatherland Ltd                2 x skip hire (Parish plus pond project)

753.67                            MD Landscapes Ltd          Grass cutting

163.88                            J Oddy & Sons                  Goods supplied (via R Potter)

2540.76                          Allianz Insurance Co.        PC yearly insurance renewal premium

 570.00                           E.C.C                                 Return of VAT (paid to us in error against grant for 
                                                                    football pitch sanding) 

TBC                               RAC                                   Yearly bus breakdown cover – renewal due 4.6.09

 81.19                             AtoZ Supplies                    Provisions – reimbursement due from Tipps Cross of 
                                                                    £58.85 (nett amount) for hall supplies/provisions

 43.77                             Viking Direct                     Clerks paper/stationery – Plus reimbursement due 


                                                    from Tipps Cross of £15.34 for refuse sacks (nett amount)  

 25.00                             Essex Playing Fields          Yearly membership renewal

542.92                            R D Potter                          Maintenance carried out   

      
         


Receipts:

· £81.40 cheque for overpayment of pension contributions received from Essex County Council (E.C.C) – to be banked.  Ref: M99 balance 0708 – 20 March 2009.  Mrs Nelson was aware.
· Cheque received from Blackmore Village Hall Committee of £185.89 for Millennium Park electricity useage.

· Cheque received from Blackmore Village Hall Committee of £1,418.81 – repayment of loan plus interest to 30 April 2009.  


Payments:

· £1,462.91 Fixed rate loan repayment due out of the PC account on 17.6.09. 
0626 
FINANCIAL POWERS

It was unanimously agreed that the yearly donation of £650 towards the Blackmore Primary School swimming pool fund would be made and the Clerk had raised a cheque for this. 
Mrs Nelson confirmed that so far budgets were being met and in addition to the cheques signed, we had paid the £10,000 to the Youth Centre project from the bank account, in accordance with the previous month’s cheque run and minutes.  Also we had received the bus servicing invoices and these had been settled now.  We had also received £8,500 into the Bank account in April to go towards the pond project as awarded by ‘Awards For All’.  
Also Cllr Keeble had presented the invoice from Blackmore Sports and Social Club for the Parish contribution of 1/3 of the charges for the CCTV annual maintenance charges, equating to £226.67.  It was agreed the Clerk would raise a cheque in payment.  
0627 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.

0628 
COMMUNITY BUS

The Clerk reported she had been contacted by BJK Insurance Co.  They were able to offer for the first time, a no claims bonus protection scheme at an additional premium of £97.91.  The Council were in full agreement to go ahead and take up this offer and the Clerk would request an invoice and implement this as soon as possible.


She also advised that the Community Bus Committee had recently met to discuss and review the price increases for 2009/2010 along with the terms of hire in accordance with our insurance regulations.  A draft copy of the terms and conditions of hire was read out by the Clerk and these were accepted by the Council to take effect from 1st June along with the price increases, as follows:


Full days hire:             £28 plus Insurance of £8 = £36


Part day hire:              £18 plus Insurance of £80 = £26


These increases will also be printed in the Parish Magazine and the terms and conditions form will accompany every hire sheet supplied to the driver.  
0629  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble reported that the building work was progressing nicely and the completion date scheduled is 23rd August 2009.  It will have it’s grand opening on a Saturday in September and the Mayor will open it.  There is a Committee of helpers and volunteers organised to help run it
0630 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing to report.
0631
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

Nothing new to report – all running well.
0632
RURAL HOUSING

Nothing new to report.

0633 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  

0634 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report – next meeting scheduled for June 2009.  

0635
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Clerk had received all April rents in respect of this – settled for 2009 – to be re-invoiced April 2010.
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0636
 PROGRESS REPORT


The field was used as a car park during a couple of events and all was OK with the ground.  Also the weather should be suitable for parking required for the Village Fayre.  


The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 11th June 2009.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 6th May 2009 and the minutes had been circulated to all prior to the Parish Council meeting.  Plans had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Cllr Marr for the Committee meeting.


0637
 PLANS

The following planning applications were discussed at the committee meeting and the minutes were circulated to all councillors accordingly prior to the Parish Council meeting:


MAY2009: BRW/201/2009,   BRW/206/2009 & LB/BRW/14/09,   BRW/216/2009,   BRW/220/2009,  BRW/233/2009,  BRW/256/2009,   BRW/263/2009,  
0638
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Prior to the recent encampment on the site which now creates new problems with regards to enforcement. 

Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property; still no reply has been received – Still outstanding.


Cllr Marr also noted the land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Road, Hook End  - being subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues. 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 11th May 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith, Cllr Brown, Cllr Spiers
Apologies for absence:  Nil
All items were dealt with in accordance to the committee meeting minutes, with the following exceptions which were raised for discussion:

0639
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping
As per May committee minutes

0640
Village speed
Clerk emailed Peter Rose for update regarding the 5 vehicle awarded speed signs 
0641
Allotments
As per May committee minutes

0642
‘Cats eyes’

As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC
0643
Ponds

Cllr Keeble reported  that Roger Church, E.C.C. advised they would look at testing the posts around the pond and replace/repair as appropriate, therefore they may not need repainting as originally discussed.  A Parishioner has also kindly offered to buy some ducks for the pond which it appears to be lacking, if required.  Terry Smith will drop in some colour photos to the Clerk to brighten up the pond notice board.  To be put up with the typed fishing notices. 
0644
Notice boards
As per May committee minutes

0645
Road signs

As per May committee minutes. Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0646
Meadow Rise seeding

As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0647
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition
As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0648
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0649
Dog litter bin – Blackmore Green (opposite pond – Chelmsford Rd) 


Committee have looked at brochure sent by Clerk.  Committee decision: page 5, Fido 25TM, Price £84.24 – Green.  Ray Potter to fix and supply post.  Action: Clerk to order.

0650
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Rd
As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0651
Recycling site (Bring site)

As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0652
Trip hazard – Meadow Rise
As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

0653
Flagpole


Clerk requested plans from Energy supplier highlighting any underground cables where flag pole to be erected.  Clerk to also ask same from BT regarding phone cables.  Once confirmed, work can proceed. 
0654
War Memorial

Cllr Town advised grant could not be obtained until October 2009.  Proceed then.

Loose posts by pond
Item now Merged with item 0643) ‘Ponds’.
0655
Rats -Village pond

Quote received from Cllr Smith’s contact for 5 bait boxes.  Quotation unanimously accepted and Cllr Smith will organise and request invoice to be forwarded to Clerk’s office for payment. 
0656
Bridge over ponds
As per May committee minutes.  Clerk has emailed chaser to BBC

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 11th May 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0657
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith confirmed the latest edition had just gone out.  All running well.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

0658
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on Wednesday 6th May 2009 – Present: Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett 

Apologies: Nil

The minutes were circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting.  All items were dealt with at that meeting as listed on the committee minutes, with the following exceptions which were raised for discussion: 
Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Grass in dog pen – Pending removal by Ray Potter
b) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is now beyond repair.  Awaiting his update and completion.

        c)   Trees – As per committee minutes.  Cllr Lennon advised that a Parishioner had 


  volunteered a donation of £400 to use towards the Hook End and Wyatts Green 


Community, this could go towards the tree work required at Ted Marriage.

        d)  Criminal damage to children’s play area - Cllr Lennon reported some recent criminal 

damage to the children’s play area which he has reported to Harlow Police and is pending 

response/follow up.  Action: Clerk to request Ray Potter to supply repair quotation.


Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Clerk has chased the company and they are at the moment dealing with the insurance company – Clerk monitoring
b) Moles – Monitoring (Cllr Giordan)

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


        a)     Football pitches (P.L.T) – await further action.  This is in hand with RK.  

b)   Arson incident – Clerk has processed small claim through the Court.  Deadline for                                                                                      response is 22 May 2009.  Pending outcome.
c)    Field external fence – Awaiting action by Ray Potter

d)    Gate to dog pen – Broken.  Awaits action by Ray Potter.
Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 2nd June 2009 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0659
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
3.6.09    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)


Recreation
2.6.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
1.6.09     
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
11.6.09
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
14.7.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council 
18.6.09
7.30pm    
Blackmore V Hall

Community Police
7.7.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall
OTHER ITEMS

0660
Grass cutting at Poplar Close – Cllr Keeble monitoring.  He will check if owner is cutting 
this area.
0661
Blackmore Parochial Charity Report – Cllr Bennett is currently acting as Chair in Rev. 
Canon Ivy Crawford’s absence.  Cllr Bennett reported on the financial 
report as circulated and 
read out at the meeting – refer to attached appendix.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
There were no items raised for discussion.
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:30 p.m.
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