MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END
& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 20th November 2008 in the Committee Room of  the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commencing at 7.30pm.

Members present: Cllr. Henwood (Chairman), Cllr. Keeble, Cllr. Bennett, Cllr. Dean, Cllr.  Lennon, 
Mrs Nelson (Treasurer), Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Town, Cllr. Spiers and Cllr. Giordan. 
Mr T Smith - Editor - Herald Magazine had tendered his apologies. 
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr. Brown, Cllr. Thomas, Cllr Alvarez and Borough Councillor Naylor.
Ms Rhiannon Evans, from the Essex Chronicle newspaper group, was welcomed to the meeting.  She is attending to report on the activities of the Parish Council.

AMENDMENTS

The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 16th October 2008, having been circulated, were signed as a correct record with the following amendments:

Page 1 – Mr Giordan had presented his apologies for absence to the Parish Clerk and these had been acknowledged.   The minutes will be amended to reflect this.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest to report regarding items on the agenda. 

OPEN FORUM

No members of the public were in attendance.
PARISH ADMINISTRATION

A card and flowers had been sent to Mrs Barnes following her return home from hospital.   


Action:  Cllr. Henwood/Treasurer
CORRESPONDENCE

0278
Card received from Parish Clerk thanking the Council for the flowers it sent.

0279
In response to the Treasurer’s letter, Mr McLintock had written to the Parish Council reporting that no national cycle race will be held in the village as the national organisers required a town centre location.  However, Mr McLintock is liaising with Mr Paul O’Kelly regarding the possibility of holding a similar event involving the local Glendale/Biketrax company.

0280
Letter received from Mr & Mrs Walters of 52 Wyatts Green Lane.  They are enquiring if the Ted Marriage Field (to which their property adjoins) has Town Green status and if not, how they proceed to apply for the same.  Cllr. Henwood to follow this up with BBC.


Action:  Parish Clerk
0281
Email received from Mike Allen BBC, presenting his proposals for a checking arrangement to ensure that all dog and litter bins are emptied in line with the contract.   

0282
Letter received from Lee Knight, the driver who caused the damage to Mill Lane Play Area.   He offered to reimburse the Council but could only do this in £100 monthly payments.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write accepting this offer, specifying a set payment date, i.e. 1st day of each month and advising him that if he defaults, the matter will immediately be referred back to the Small Claims Court.  It was further agreed that a copy of Mr Knight’s letter would be forwarded to the insurance company.
Action:  Parish Clerk
0283
Email received from BBC requesting keys for the new litter bins in the Blackmore Village Hall area (Millennium Park).   The Clerk to follow up with Mr Ray Potter.
Action:  Parish Clerk
0284
Bus passenger news leaflet and new timetable – handed to Cllr. Dean for information.
0285
Mr Hall had passed to the Committee letters from the Essex Environment Trust acknowledging the return of the Awards for All grant and confirming that the Council’s request for a time extension to 1st November 2009 – 31st December 2009 has been approved.   The Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Mr Hall for all his hard work on the pond restoration project/grant application.
Action:  Parish Clerk
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr. Keeble reported on a scheme whereby young offenders will work, under supervision, to undertake certain jobs within the Parish.   The ditch along Service Lane and other large jobs would be very suitable for such labour.   The Environment and Recreation Committees will prepare a list of suitable tasks and these will be forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Mr Russell Quirk at BBC.   




Action:  Committees and Parish Clerk
Cllr. Henwood reported that Mr Mike Dunn has confirmed that the Bring Site must be located on the highway and the proposed new area is therefore unacceptable.  Mr Dunn had offered trees but it was agreed that shuttering similar to that around Crown Corner was preferred.   Cllr Henwood will revert to Mr Dunn with the meeting’s views, also commenting that other sites are located in car parks (i.e. the Brentwood Centre).   
Action:  Cllr Henwood
Mr Keeble reported that the Community Initiative Fund for 2009 is being allocated solely to youth and charity groups.   Applications should be submitted promptly.  
Essex County Councillor Naylor was not present and had not submitted a report for this meeting. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0286
FINANCE


During her temporary absence from the meeting, the Council proposed and approved a sum of £500 to be paid to the Treasurer for assisting with the Parish Clerk’s work during Mrs Barnes’ sickness absence.


The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:


£

	
	
	Essex County Council
	Pension contributions – Clerk

	
	
	S Barnes
	Office, heating allowance

	
	
	S Barnes
	Internet contribution

	
	
	S Barnes
	Salary

	
	
	HM Revenue & Customs
	Clerk’s tax & NI

	
	
	R Nelson
	Book-keeping

	144.00
	
	Heatherland 
	Skip hire

	280.60
	
	Argents
	Winter bedding

	128.08
	
	A to Z Supplies
	Cleaning supplies for Tipps Cross

	128.10
	
	J Oddy & Sons
	Wood and supplies for Parish maintenance

	411.05
	
	J Daldry
	Reimbursement for Firework barriers & sound

	57.18
	
	BT
	Fax line

	50.00
	
	Royal British Legion
	Poppy wreath for Remembrance Sunday

	660.50
	
	Odd Jobbers – Ray Potter
	Maintenance

	38.44
	
	Odd Jobbers – Ray Potter
	Maintenance expenses

	697.20
	
	MDL
	Grass cutting - month of October

	10.90
	
	Alan's DIY
	Materials for use by R Potter

	
	
	
	



Receipts:


The Treasurer reported that the Village Hall loan payment in the sum of £1,705.59 was received in November 2008..

Payments:


Nothing to report.

Firework Display:

The Fireworks schedule was distributed.  Unfortunately there was a loss of £1,500 due to the appalling weather but everyone who attended had an enjoyable, if wet, evening.   A rolling “fund” of around £1,200 remains for future years.    It was noted that quite a number of people stood in the Village Hall car park and in the road nearby, watching the fireworks without payment.   This will be more tightly controlled by the marshalls next year.    Cllr Keeble was pleased to report that the field had recovered very well after the damage caused by lorries, feet and the rain.   
0287 
FINANCIAL POWERS


The financial reports for the month of October 2008 had been distributed to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
0288 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing to report.
0289 
COMMUNITY BUS


Two further estimates are awaited for bodywork repairs to the Community Bus.   The Clerk to chase.
Action:  Parish Clerk
0290  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood reminded everyone that the Youth Centre film will be screened on television on Monday 24th November and telephone lines will be open to submit votes from 9.00 a.m. until 12.00 midnight.   All Councillors are requested to phone and to publicise this event to ensure maximum voting.    Ten calls on a landline will only cost £1.00.
Action:  ALL


Cllr Henwood reported that the Youth Centre Project team has requested the Parish Council to enter into a lease, 10 or 25 years in duration.   Cllr Bennett confirmed that such a lease would have to be between the Village Hall and the Youth Centre as the Parish Council is only custodian trustees.    It was agreed that the terms of the lease must be adequate to protect both the Village Hall and the Youth Centre.    Cllr Keeble will liaise with his solicitors to have a lease prepared.
Action:  Cllrs Keeble and Henwood
0291 
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble reported that this continues to run very successfully with lots of bookings.
0292 
BLACKMORE WEBSITE

It was agreed that minutes would only be posted for a maximum of two years, on a rolling basis.   
0293 
RURAL HOUSING

Cllr Henwood still feels that the wood yard may eventually become available, as a result of the tight economic climate, perhaps in Spring 2009.   Any rural housing project would only be allocated to local people, Blackmore parish, Kelvedon Hatch, Highwood etc.   
0294 
MOBILE LIBRARY


Nothing new to report.  Mr Giordan commented that he finds the service very useful as he can order books in advance on the Essex Library website and then collect from the mobile unit.   It was noted that the mobile library is rarely used by both the school and the pre-school.
0295 
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

Nothing to report.  
0296
 ROADWAY RENTS (2008)

The Clerk is to continue chasing the outstanding rents.
 Action:  Parish Clerk
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0297
 PROGRESS REPORT


Mr Drain has been asked to remove the remains of the bonfire.    The cockleshell paths are being sprayed with weedkiller in the spring.   Whilst it was acknowledged that the shell paths do break up, cockleshells do appear to be the best solution, reducing problems when mowing, vandalism etc.

The next Millennium Park meeting will be in early 2009.  A date has yet to be agreed.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place 
on 28th October;  general planning discussions were brief as there were no planning applications to consider.   However, Mr Lloyd Williams who has recently purchased the old school attended the meeting and a useful discussion was held regarding his plans for just one house on this site.   Mr Williams has appointed an architect to handle the project and has already held preliminary discussions with the BBC.  A formal application has been made to BBC and the Planning Committee had informed Mr Williams that they had no objections in principle.    

Cllr Henwood confirmed that on the day of completion, the £80,000 was remitted to BBC who have deposited the amount on behalf of the Parish Council, in an interest bearing account.

0298
 PLANS


As stated above, no plans had been received.

Cllr Henwood reported that the Planning Department is undergoing major changes and contact with members of the planning team are proving very difficult.


Hope Cottage – Cllr Marr reported that an appeal has been lodged by the applicant against the decision by BBC on the proposed new build.    He also reported that the owner of the property has been very aggressive in discussions with members of the Planning Committee.

21 St Lawrence Gardens – Cllr Marr reported that the owner had applied for retrospective planning permission.    It is hoped that this will not be approved

0299
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane  

The hearing regarding Bluebell Farm is being held on 25th November 2008 at BBC.  



Action:  Cllr Marr

Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Cllr Marr had written to Peter Geraghty and Brian Keene, BBC in September;  no reply has been received. 


Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Cllr Marr also wrote to BBC regarding the hard-standing which has ‘unofficially’ been erected adjacent to the property;  no reply has been received.
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had  taken place on 10th November 2008.   All items 0195 – to 0260 had been minuted as per the minutes distributed by the Clerk and received by the Council prior to the meeting.  
0300
Drain clearance and road sweeping

Cllr Town is having a meeting with Mr Hulse of BBC on 25th November.   She has a long list of outstanding items which she will be bringing to Mr Hulse’s attention, including drain clearance and road sweeping.   All Councillors are asked to let Cllr Town have any additional items as soon as possible.

0301
Rats around the village pond

It was noted that the Parish Clerk will be contacting BBC, not Cllr Town.
Action: Parish Clerk
0302
Parking in Blacksmith’s Alley

Cllr Smith reported problems with parking in Blacksmith’s Alley.  However Cllr Spiers considered that the vans parked here are just a temporary problem whilst the building work is completed.

0303
Flagpole

Cllr Keeble reported that the flagpole will need more refurbishment than originally thought before it can be erected on the green.   Mr and Mrs Town offered to pay for either Union Jack or St George’s flagpole as a donation;  this kind donation was appreciated.   Information on flag costs will be passed to Cllr Town by the Treasurer.

Action: Cllr Keeble/Treasurer
0304
War memorial


The Treasurer had made enquiries regarding the cost of refurbishing the war memorial and informal quotes received vary between £2,000 and £4,000, depending on the amount of work done.   As this is a large project, the Environment Committee will include it in their budget for 2009-2010.   Cllr Bennett confirmed that it might be possible to reserve for this if funds allow.  The Treasurer confirmed that grants may be available via the War Memorials Commission and further information will be obtained.

Action:  Cllr Town/Treasurer

0305
Dog litter bin – Blackmore Green

This is still being reviewed by the Environment Committee.


Action: Review by the Environment Committee
0306

Bridge over ponds

Mr Giordan had inspected the bridge again and was pleased to report that whilst the bridge itself is sturdy, the abutments on the village green side are collapsing and need attention. 

0307
Lorries through the village



Cllr Keeble has contacted Highways about the heavy lorries travelling through the village (especially over the bridge) and using Fingrithhall Lane as a shortcut.   This matter should be raised at the next Highways meeting.    

0308
Noticeboard on Horsefayre Green

It was noted that the Perspex sheet still requires replacement;   Mr Potter to be chased.


Action:  Parish Clerk
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0309
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith was unable to be present due to illness.   However, he had sent a message that the magazine might be printed a little late as the printer had a machine breakdown.  (In the event, the magazine was distributed to all delivery volunteers on 22/23 November).

RECREATION COMMITTEE

0310
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 4th November 2008.  Unfortunately the Committee was unable to review most issues due to an absence of minutes but Cllr Lennon was able to report on the following:-

· All playing fields are in good condition.
· It still has to be established which authority is responsible for cutting the dog pens.
· The Clerk is requested to investigate the installer/repairer of the aerial slide.


Action:  Parish Clerk

· The Parish Clerk to obtain alternative quotes for the grass cutting contract which comes up for review and price increase in early 2009.
Action:  Parish Clerk
· The Treasurer confirmed that the necessary invoice for supply of sand by Hanson Aggregates had been sent to the Essex Initiatives Trust and reimbursement was anticipated in due course.
CLERK’S REPORT

0311
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
2.12.08    
3.30pm
60 Orchard Piece (to be confirmed)

Recreation
2.12.08
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
1.12.08     
7.30pm
Crossehouse


Millennium Park
To be confirmed in Jan 2009


Tipps X Trustees
24.11.08
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall 

Tipps X Mgmnt
25.11.08
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council mtg
11.12.08
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

Community Police
TBC
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)
 
0312
The new Councillor handbook issued by BBC was distributed to Councillors.   Cllr Bennett commented that regrettably this was already 6 months “out of date”.   It is hoped that future editions will be issued more promptly by the BBC.

0313
Cllr Dean reported that the 7.5 ton weight restriction on Wyatts Green Lane/Hook End Road was not being enforced.   This needs to be raised at the next Police meeting and/or a police representative invited to attend a future Parish Council meeting.   Initially, all Councillors are asked to identify existing weight restrictions so that the appropriate submissions can be made to the police.   
Action:  All
0314
The Countryside Voice magazine had been circulated to Councillors which included the author, Bill Bryson’s recommendation that Parish Councils should ask their relevant MP to sign an early day motion, No. 1634 to support the “Stop the Drop” campaign.   Cllr Keeble volunteered to follow this up.
Action:  Cllr Keeble
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.40 p.m.
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