MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th October 2009 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Smith, Cllr Dean, Mrs S Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (Treasurer).
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Giordan, Cllr Hewes, Cllr Town and Mr T Smith of the Herald Magazine.

Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor and Rhianna from the Brentwood Gazette.
AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

There were approximately 30-40 Parishioners present to discuss and voice their concerns regarding the recent Gypsy Hearing at Brentwood Borough Council’s (BBC) Offices, held the previous week whereby proceedings have been adjourned until January 2010.  
Tina Harrington spoke.  She was concerned at the lack of support at the hearing from members of the Parish Council who had previous commitments to attend.  This was explained that because there was less than a week’s notice given by BBC of the hearing taking place, therefore not all commitments could be undone at such short notice.  She also said there appears to be a lack of funding to suitably fight the case and suggested that perhaps the Parish Council could agree to open up a ‘fighting fund’ account and donate monies to this cause along with it’s Parishioners in the form of donations.  It was suggested by her that the Parish Council draft a letter, with her help, to send out to Parishioners asking for a donation, say £100 or whatever is achievable, per household.  Tina Harrington also advised that a Barrister colleague well versed in such hearings is prepared to fight on behalf of the Parish and offers his services free of charge.  She also said that she would hope that there would be better Council representation next time and would like it insisted that enforcements on plots 1 and 2 are enforced and evicted which have been outstanding for some considerable time now.  Madeline Henwood spoke in response and said that as many Councillors as is possible at the next hearing will be present and she felt that Brentwood Borough Council does not have the impetus or desired funds to fight for the Parish so this may be a more beneficial way forward for the Parish and its cause.  
A list of volunteer details was collected of people prepared to give up their time to distribute said leaflets to each household within the Parish.  A list of names of people interested in the Parish Council vacancies was also taken which the Clerk will vet and propose to BBC accordingly.  

The meeting re-commenced with the following:

CORRESPONDENCE

The following items of correspondence had been received:-

0817
Brentwood Community Transport Social car scheme – offers transport to Brentwood residents 
who have difficulty accessing other forms of transport which relies mainly on volunteer drivers.  
Posters enclosed to put on notice boards sourcing new volunteers.  
0818
Details of rubber play surface company (EWD) received and passed to R Keeble for the planned 
pre school play area at the Blackmore Village Hall.
0819
Details (as above) of (Top Service) also passed to R Keeble.
0820
E.C.C (Essex County Council) letter – Telecare for people over 85 years of age – 12 months free 
service offered to residents giving the use of an alarm with automatic sensors linked to a local 
careline that can monitor and respond to any issues encountered.
0821
St Laurence Gift Day Sat 24 October 2009  
0822
EALC pack showing forthcoming training days – As requested, the Clerk passed this to Mary 
Spiers for relevant Councillor Training Days which she will pass onto Bob Hewes thereafter. 
0823  
Essex Playing Fields letter – the Parish had one an award to be presented at their AGM night on 
29th October – details passed onto Cllr Tom Lennon.

0824
CIF (Community Initiatives Fund) Highways grant funding reminder – Action: Clerk to contact 
and apply for cats eyes.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Nothing new to report
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0825 
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (September)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping (September)

  75.00
                       Petty cash

200.00


cash



fireworks night float – PC

1270.00

Kelhatch Press


Parish Magazine

128.07


E On



Electricity – B/More Millennium Park

263.93


BBC



Play inspection – July/Aug/Sep

753.67


MD Landscapes

grass cutting – Parish

345.00


Heelis & Lodge


audit fees

73.60


J Oddy & Sons


Goods supplied

56.39


J Oddy & Sons


As above

782.00


Town&Country Landscapes
tree work at Ted Marriage field

478.27


R D Potter


Maintenance services

35.00


R D Potter


Expenses reimbursed

455.00


Blackmore Parochial Charity
field rent – Aug/Sep/Oct

Receipts:
· BACS advice of £29,312.71 (2nd half of Parish precept) will be credited to our account by BBC 
(Brentwood Borough Council)
Payments:

· Nothing to report.

0826 
FINANCIAL POWERS


As per the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.  R Nelson, Treasurer reported that she was dealing with the Auditors and the questions raised accordingly.  The Clerk will also provide a list of assets (office equipment) and forward to R Nelson 

0827 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report. 
0828 
COMMUNITY BUS



In addition to previous month’s minutes for action, as follows: ‘Mr Bennett confirmed that the Council currently has a reserve of the order of £15,000.   It was agreed that investigations should commence for the replacement of the bus.   Cllr Henwood will discuss with Mr Ted Hall to progress’.    Action:  Cllr Henwood

It was agreed that the expenditure for the bodywork repairs should be put on hold pending investigation into its possible replacement as the garage would take the necessary work onboard.  Price review to be considered again and its private usage.    
0829  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


The Youth Centre building has been open for approximately 2-3 weeks now but still more money is needed.   There will be a ‘murder mystery evening’ fund raiser on Friday 13th November 2009, 7.30pm at Blackmore Village Hall/Youth centre.  Tickets £10 with supper available from Madeline Henwood.  
0830
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble reported that all going well and the security measures mentioned previously have now been put in place and better locks have been installed.  Cllr Keeble also advised that it cost £500 to replace one bulb including the hire of the tower required.  Also he is hopeful of receiving a grant to complete the changing rooms.
0831
BLACKMORE WEBSITE


Nothing new to report.

0832
RURAL HOUSING

Cllr Henwood looking into Lathams woodyard and has requested the Clerk to forward to her  Moira Groborz’s (Rural Housing) email address. 


Action:  Clerk/Cllr Henwood
0833 
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report.  

0834
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report.
0835
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Nothing new to report, all up to date - Clerk to re-invoice April 2010.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0836
 PROGRESS REPORT


All in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting and covered items relating to the fireworks display scheduled for Saturday 7 November at 7.30pm at Blackmore.

The Clerk also confirmed receipt of the quotation to weed spray the Cockle shell footpath with MD Landscapes.  The meeting approved the £35 plus VAT as quoted and instructed the Clerk to place the works order with them.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

There was a meeting held on 15 October 2009.  Those present: Cllrs Henwood, Dean, Smith dealt with all items accordingly.  There were no minutes available at the time of the meeting.

0837
 PLANS

Applications: Information/minutes not yet available.
0838
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment – The Clerk had received and read out a letter from Brentwood Borough Council’s Legal Department (Brian Keane) dated 11 September, which reads as follows:

“With regard to the matters you mention in your letter you are quite correct that it was the intention of the Council to issue criminal prosecutions against those persons who were in breach of Enforcement Notices on the site and indeed draft summonses were prepared in the Legal Department on that basis. 


However, having employed Senior Counsel to deal with proceedings in the High Court it was his view that taking out criminal prosecution proceedings was not in the best interest of the Council whilst the High Court proceedings were being instigated.  He expressed the view that the High Court could very well conclude that Brentwood’s actions were not motivated by a straight forward desire to remedy the planning breach but to take action for its own sake.  

It is clear that criminal prosecution action will result at best in a fine being issued by the Court for breach but would not under any circumstances result in the removal of the offending mobile homes or caravans hardcore and additional breaches.


Counsel’s view was that the High Court action of itself was the most effective and direct way to deal with the problem and would if it resulted in an order mean that everything should be removed on a given date.  Indeed the Judge made reference to the fact that the Council had sought the most appropriate remedy when he considered the evidence at the hearing.


It is highly likely that issuing proceedings in the Magistrates Court would have been used by the other side to show the Council’s response to the travellers as unreasonable.

On the subject of the High Court action we have still not received any notification from the Judge in the High Court when he will hand down his Judgement in respect of the Council’s claim for injunction and our barrister has sent a strongly worded response to the Judge’s chambers stressing the urgency of the Council’s application to Court.


We do still have capability of course to issue the proceedings in the Magistrates Court at any time as the breach does not end there and there are no time limits for this type of matter.


I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity to get back to you before 31st August 2009 but I hope this letter is helpful to you.”………(At the time of the letter being read at the meeting, the decision from the High Court had already  been received and was in  favour of the Gypsies).    



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues – Clerk to inform BBC regarding this –  the owner had been given planning permission for a large extension and who has since mown it and is now illegally parking vehicles on an area of Highways land alongside Hook End Road.

Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – hard standing on public highway.


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence


Kings Acre, Fingrith Hall Rd, Blackmore – Two outbuildings –This is still with Planning at BBC to resolve. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 5th October 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllrs Town, Smith, Dean, Brown
Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Lennon, Thomas
0839
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping
All being cleaned.
0840
Village speed
The 5 awarded VAS signs are in the process of having the posts positioned.  The actual signs are on order and expected with BBC imminently for positioning.  The Environment Committee have requested the Clerk to re establish conversations with BBC (Roger Hulse / Peter Rose – Highways Dep’t) regarding the possibility of a weight limit on Nine Ashes Road through Blackmore village although on previous investigations both BBC and ECC felt this was not possible.
0841
Allotments
Still looking for suitable site
0842
‘Cats eyes’

No budget – Clerk to chase BBC for update regarding this
0843
Ponds
As per September minutes for action: Cllr Brown has offered to put up the lifebelt and a further belt is being ordered by the Clerk.



Action:  Parish Clerk to purchase lifebelt
The Clerk is investigating the possibility of painting new signs for the pond.

Action:  Parish Clerk


The low fences around the pond require refurbishment;  BBC has authorised this work to be undertaken by ‘Odd Jobbers Co’.    
Action: Parish Clerk to liaise with Tom Lennon

Cllr Town reported in the Environment Committee minutes as follows: Cllr Town and Mr T Smith met Carla Davis from B.T.C.V, a registered charity.  They have offered to erect a dipping platform if we provide the wood etc.  Cllr Town also met with Mr Hulse, BBC and Ray Potter to discuss erection and repair of fence over bridge at BBC’s expense.  Awaiting details.  Cllr Brown to install one life belt and we will erect 2nd lifebelt when it arrives.  Ray Potter will make new duck houses when needed and Committee have decided to put a rowan tree on island as this has berries which will give colour in winter.  An invoice is due for the dipping platform.
0844
Notice boards
All n/boards newly varnished.
0845
Road signs


Action: Clerk has again chased repair of sign at Tipps Cross junction – 1 year old now.
0846
Meadow Rise seeding


Mr Hulse confirmed he will hurry up various matters in this area.

0847
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition

Still on priority list
0848
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
Mr Hulse inspected and has arranged for this to be done
0849
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Rd

Mr Hulse has arranged for front of hedge to be trimmed and height to be cut to seven feet.
0850
Recycling site (Bring site)


Mr Keeble dealing with

0851
Trip hazard – Meadow Rise

As noted in 0846 – Mr Hulse informed Cllr Town when inspecting bridge this will be done 

0852
War Memorial

Mr Ted Hall is applying for the relevant grant, with the help of Cllr Giordan.    It was noted that there were some discrepancies between the Parish records regarding the names displayed on the memorial and Cllr Giordan is attempting to produce an accurate text.   The meeting agreed that this should not delay the grant application.
Action:  Cllrs Town/Giordan
0853
Rats -Village pond

Cllr Smith to check the company have been to refill bait boxes

Item (0854) ‘Bridge over ponds’ now incorporated with item (0843- ‘Ponds’.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 9th November 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0855
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith confirmed that all is running well.  Next edition deadline is Friday 31st October 2009 for December edition. Following a recent incident, Mr Smith had asked what the liability position was regarding volunteers who were injured whilst delivering magazines;   the Parish Clerk had looked into this and advised the Council that there was a Personal Accident cover in place.  The Clerk will let Terry know the details of the office relocation to Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall for the December edition.



RECREATION COMMITTEE
0856
A meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 6th October 2009 – Present: Cllrs Bennett, Dean, Keeble and Lennon.

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Play area – Work done – to be deleted from next agenda.
b)   Trees –Work completed – to be deleted from next agenda.
c)  Fencing to play ground area (from monthly inspection report) – Done – to be deleted from next agenda.
d)
Bench (information from Parishioner) – Work completed – to be deleted from next agenda.




Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Parish Clerk contacted Insurance Co. as had received the Notice of Judgement letter back from the Court for non payment. 
b) Moles – It was reported that there was no further evidence of moles.

      c)   New item no. (A.10.09) 2 holes in play area fence – Clerk to report to our maintenance 
            man (Odd Jobbers).

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


        a)     Football pitches (P.L.T) – 60 tonnes of sand to be spread-  this is in hand with RK.  

b)    Field external fence – Done – to be deleted from next agenda.
c)     Bin lid damaged – Report by Cllr Keeble 
d)     Aerial Runway post damaged (Item B.10.09) – Cllr Keeble getting quote

e)     Swings gravel boards damaged (Item C.10.09) – As above as Cllr Keeble reported        the gravel boards around the hexaganol swings need replacing as are rotten. 

  
      f)     Benches need repairing or replacing (Item D.10.09) – As above

Other Matters Arising: Cllr Keeble informed the estimated budget for the hedge cutting required at Walter Hobbs is in the region of £600 from ‘Cut above Tree Services’.  This was agreed and approved. 
Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 10th November 2009 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0857
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBA    
7.30pm
Meadow Farm, Exchange Rd, S.Massey


Recreation
10.11.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
9.11.09
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
Jan2010
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Trustees
10.11.09
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
24.11.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council 
19.11.09
7.30pm    
Tipps Cross R Hall


Community Police
TBC



P&R
Jan 2010
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

0858
Resignation of Cllr Tom Lennon – Cllr Tom Lennon announced sadly he would step down 
from his role of Parish Councillor with immediate effect as he will be taking over Ray Potters 
company, the ‘Odd Jobbers’ and continue to carry out the duties of the Parish maintenance and 
repair works.  Action: The Clerk will contact BBC and advise this and put forward the 
other Councillor details interested. 
0859
Bill Boards erected by Church – Still pending outcome of Peter Rose’s investigations. It was agreed that these are an eyesore.   Parish Clerk to chase again for a resolution. 



Action:  Parish Clerk
OTHER ITEMS

0860
The Sustainable Communities Act – The Clerk was in receipt of emails from Cllr Giordan.  However, in his absence it was decided this would be brought forward for discussion at the next meeting he is present at. 
Action:  Parish Clerk for agenda
0861
Relocation of Parish Office to Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall – The Clerk had been in contact with the Committee of the Hall to discuss the following points raised by Ted Hall for the Parish Council’s consideration.  All were approved at the meeting as follows:
· To move the office to TX as soon as practicable

· An initial rent of £750 per year (subject to annual review to take account of inflation and payable quarterly by standing order.  Plus VAT if this ever became applicable). Notice to be 6 months by either side.

· The Council agree to the cost of the electrical work (moving the light switch panel currently located in the office to the other side of the door for easy access to hirers.  Plus the installation of the Parish Clerk’s office bell for visitors).

· The Council agree to insure their equipment and accept that the TX Trust will not accept liability for loss or damage to equipment or records, providing the Trustees take reasonable precautions to safeguard items stored in the Caretakers Office.

· The Clerk’s office desk, or a suitable replacement, (as the desk is Mrs Barnes own property) should become property of the Trustees and to form part of the Hall inventory.
The Clerk and Cllr Henwood (Chairman) will sign the contract confirming the above along with Ted Hall.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

0862

The Clerk will register the list of assets (office equipment) once the office relocates to Tipps     
Cross.  Action:  Parish Clerk
0863
Cllr Bennett reported that a Parishioner had complained that the bin bags and recycling boxes were being thrown around on collection days.  Action: Cllr Henwood to speak with BBC   
   
0864
Cllr Ann Smith reported that the concrete post outside the Old school building was battered and fallen over.    Action:  Parish Clerk to speak with Roger Hulse
0865
Cllr Keeble reported that there was the possibility of allotments being available in Blackmoe which is currently being looked into. 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:53 p.m.
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