MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th September 2009 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Hewes, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Town, Mrs Nelson (Treasurer).
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Brown, Dean, Giordan, Smith and the Parish Clerk.
Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor and Mr T Smith (Herald Magazine Editor).
AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Nil.
The meeting commenced with the following:

CORRESPONDENCE

0764
The following items of correspondence had been received:-

0765
Essex Association of Local Councils AGM – letter of invitation to AGM on 23 Sep 09, including 
presentation regarding the Land Registry.   No Councillors were able to attend.
0766
Register of Electors – form of alteration for September received;  will be filed on Parish records.

0767
Bus Passenger News – information received;  will be passed to Cllr Dean for his attention.

0768
Leaflet from the SLCC Bookshop;  to be held for reference by the Parish Clerk.

0769
BT – letter received inviting the Parish to “Adopt a Red Telephone Kiosk”.   It was agreed that 
the kiosk located in Blackmore Village would be purchased, at a nominal fee of £1 but the kiosk 
in Wyatts Green should be removed by BT.    The Clerk to respond to BT accordingly.
 


Action:  Parish Clerk
0770    
Rural Community Council of Essex – full list of winners of the Village of the Year/Best Kept 
Village competition 2008 received.   To be held for reference by the Parish Clerk.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

County Councillor, Ann Naylor, reported that she had not been able to make any progress regarding the willow tree which had fallen at the Swallows Cross location.  Cllr Naylor reported that she has recently been asked by two parents (of primary aged children), why school buses had no seatbelts.   It was acknowledged that the use of seatbelts (where fitted) was very difficult to enforce but despite this, it was agreed that Cllr. Naylor would follow up this issue.  

Cllr Naylor commented that she was unable to make an official representation on the Highways Panel but she would follow up any particular issues on behalf of the various parishes.    She confirmed that the upkeep of the footpath from Outings Lane to Hook End Road (next to Fantails) is being progressed by the Blackmore Parish Clerk, Roger Blake (Parish Clerk of Doddinghurst) and Laura Dunnell of BBC – see also Any Other Business.
Borough and Parish Councillor Henwood reported on the circumstances of an elderly couple in Wyatts Green whom she has been assisting; as a result of her intervention, they are now being moved to Montbasson House.    
Borough and Parish Cllr Henwood reported that she had recently tried to contact an Enforcement Officer at BBC; the switchboard at BBC stated that they did not know the Officer, despite him having been employed by the Council for at least three months since the changes.
Cllr Keeble reported that a resident in Orchard Piece had become aware of a number of lorry movements through the village just prior to the August Bank Holiday weekend.   In view of the movement of Travellers over the Easter weekend, Mr Keeble contacted BBC to establish whether the previously agreed number of Council staff would be on stand-by to deal with any issues over the holiday weekend.   BBC indicated that no senior staff would be on call and Cllr Keeble therefore contacted Mr Pickles and subsequently was assured by BBC that there would be cover at Officer Level over the Bank Holiday weekend.

Cllr Keeble had been advised that street repairs needed in Beehive Chase, Spring Pond Meadow & other category 1 areas are scheduled for repair in 2010.

Cllr Keeble thanked everyone involved in hand-delivering leaflets regarding the Travellers/Planning letters. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0771 
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£ 

   -
S Barnes                           Clerks salary (September)

· S Barnes                           Contribution to Office/Heating allowance

· S Barnes                           Contribution to internet facility

· HM Revenue & Customs  Clerks TAX/NI contributions

· E.C.C.                              Clerks pension Contributions

· R Nelson                          Book Keeping (September)

  75.00
                       Petty cash

300.00

T Smith
Herald magazine preparation
  30.00

T Smith
Herald magazine – expenses

  85.00

BBC
Planning application fee for BYCP – 




  Pre-school play area

  48.96

R Nelson
Expenses – paper and printer cartridges

817.66

MDL
Grass cutting

455.00

Blackmore Parochial



  Charity
Field rent

22308.85
Hugh Pearl Limited
Pond desilting and revetment works

  73.60                          J Oddy & Son                   Goods purchased (R Potter)

341.41                          R D Potter                        Maintenance (August invoice)

  68.04                          R D Potter                        Expenses (August)

Receipts:
· VAT repayment for period 1st January 2009 – 30th June 2009 received in the sum of £1,900.05.

Payments:

· Nothing to report.

0772 
FINANCIAL POWERS


August figures - The Treasurer presented the figures for August to the meeting.   These are largely in line with budget.    She reported that the costs associated with the new flagpole have been removed from Environment and these will be charged to the Refurbishment Reserve.   


Year end accounts - The year end accounts to 31st March 2009 were presented to the meeting.   In view of the positive year end balances, Mr Bennett proposed various transfers to the bus fund, garage refurbishment and pond refurbishment .   Following the Council’s agreement to these suggested transfers, Mr Bennett proposed acceptance of accounts, seconded and approved by all.  The accounts for 2008/09 were approved by the meeting and signed by the Treasurer and Chairman.    

Audit Commission - The Audit Commission has raised various questions relating to the 2008 Annual Return.   One of their requirements is a full list of Council assets and Cllr Bennett distributed schedules to the three Committee Chairmen, to be completed with a list of assets in their particular areas.   A schedule will also be given to the Parish Clerk to be completed for office equipment etc.
Action:  Cllrs Keeble/Lennon/Town & Parish Clerk

Audit fees - A letter had been received from the former Auditors – Lubbock Fine - together with invoices for the work they had undertaken over the past four years.   In view of previous discussions regarding the inadequate quality of these audits,  Cllr Bennett had prepared a draft reply which he read to the meeting.   The wording of this letter was approved and will be sent to Lubbock Fine by the Treasurer.
Action:  Treasurer

Double taxation/costs within the Parishes – Cllr Henwood reported that she had received the majority of information required from the various Parishes and the figures received indicate that all the Parishes are paying “twice” for various services.    Cllr Bennett will assist in reviewing the figures prior to a meeting with Cllr Henwood and Louise Macinlay.




Action:  Cllrs Henwood & Bennett
0773 
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing specific to report although comments had been made about the lack of attendees at recent Community Police meetings.   
0774 
COMMUNITY BUS



Mr Bennett confirmed that the Council currently has a reserve of the order of £15,000.   It was agreed that investigations should commence for the replacement of the bus.   Cllr Henwood will discuss with Mr Ted Hall to progress.    
Action:  Cllr Henwood
0775  
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


The Youth Centre building is almost complete and the formal opening is scheduled for Saturday 26th September 2009.     A major drive to “Buy a Brick” is needed as two major grants are not available, leaving the project around £15,000 short.    Prior to the official opening, there will be a leaflet drop to raise more funds and applications are being made for further grant money.   
0776
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing to report, all going well.   Some new security measures are being put in place within the next few days.
0777
BLACKMORE WEBSITE


Nothing to report.

0778
RURAL HOUSING

Cllr Henwood will speak to Mr Mark Heaton regarding the woodyard and thereafter will follow up with the Rural Council to progress the acquisition of this land for rural housing.


Action:  Cllr Henwood
0779 
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report.  

0780
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report.
0781
 ROADWAY RENTS (2009)

Nothing new to report, all up to date - Clerk to re-invoice April 2010.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

0782
 PROGRESS REPORT


A further quote is awaited from Mr Pharoah of MDL for more weed-killing of the cockleshell paths.    Parish Clerk to confirm whether a quote has been received;  if not, Cllr Keeble will follow up.
Action:  Parish Clerk and Cllr Keeble


A quiz night in aid of the Fireworks Night had been held on Saturday 12th September.  Unfortunately only 8 tables had been sold but a profit of £218 was raised and a good evening was had by all concerned.  The lack of support from the Parish Council was disappointing and it was agreed that unless attendance could be improved for future quizzes, it may not be worth holding them.


It was acknowledged that the same problem could arise with Fireworks Night and in this regard, Cllr Keeble asked for volunteers to assist on Saturday 7th November.   Would Councillors available to help, please let Cllr Keeble know.
Action:  ALL 


Cllr Keeble reported that all the slats on the wooden benches had been repaired by Ray Potter.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

No planning papers had been received and therefore Cllr Henwood had not chaired a meeting of the Planning Committee.

Cllr Henwood reported that the last-minute planning application for a bungalow in the garden of the Leather Bottle had been rejected.

Cllr Bennett reported on the resident in Hook End Road (Oak Fold – see further minute below) who had been given planning permission for a large extension and who has now mown and is now illegally parking vehicles on an area of Highways land alongside Hook End Road.    It was agreed that this needed to be raised with BBC.  Action: Parish Clerk
It was noted that Hope Cottage (adjacent to the main Village Green) has received planning permission for an extension/house in the back garden. 

Cllr Henwood confirmed that she will pass plans and yellows to Cllr Town in future.




Action: Cllr Henwood
0783
 PLANS

Applications: Nil 
0784
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  

It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues.

Lilliput, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – hard standing on public highway.


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence


Kings Acre, Fingrith Hall Rd, Blackmore – Two outbuildings –This is still with Planning at BBC to resolve. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 7th September 2009 at 7.30pm at Crosse house, Blackmore.   All matters were dealt with at that meeting and minutes circulated prior to the Parish Council meeting, as follows:

Attended by:  Cllr Town, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Lennon,  Cllr Dean, Cllr Smith,  Cllr Brown

Apologies for absence:  Nil
0785
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping
As per September committee minutes

0786
Village speed
It was noted that one sign is being located on Nine Ashes Road and one on Blackmore Road, both covering traffic entering into Blackmore village.   The remaining two will be on the entry into the Parish at Swallows Cross and Hook End Road.  The map of the exact locations is awaited from BBC.

0787
Allotments
As per September committee minutes

0788
‘Cats eyes’

As per September committee minutes.  

0789
Ponds
Following completion of the pond desilting, Cllr Town reported that the construction of the dipping platform has been delayed.   No further grants will be available until the project has been completed and in the meantime, the Parish will have to bear the cost of this work.   In addition, some landscaping work is required in the spring (including the planting of one or more trees on the island – a miniature apple or cherry have been recommended) and the duckhouses need to be restored.   Cllr Brown has offered to put up the lifebelt and a further belt is to be ordered.



Action:  Parish Clerk to purchase lifebelt
The Clerk is investigating the possibility of painting new signs for the pond.

Action:  Parish Clerk


The low fences around the pond require refurbishment;  BBC has authorised this work to be undertaken by Odd Jobbers.    
Action: Parish Clerk to liaise with Ray Potter
0790
Notice boards
As per September committee minutes.  

0791
Road signs

As per September committee minutes.  

0792
Meadow Rise seeding

As per September committee minutes.  

0793
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition
As per September committee minutes.  

0794
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
As per September committee minutes.
0795
Hedge trimming – Nine Ashes Rd
As per September committee minutes.  

0796
Recycling site (Bring site)

As per September committee minutes.  

0797
Trip hazard – Meadow Rise
As per September committee minutes.  

0798
War Memorial

Mr Ted Hall is applying for the relevant grant, with the help of Cllr Giordan.    It was noted that there were some discrepancies between the Parish records regarding the names displayed on the memorial and Cllr Giordan is attempting to produce an accurate text.   The meeting agreed that this should not delay the grant application.
Action:  Cllrs Town/Giordan
0799
Rats -Village pond
As per September committee minutes.  

0800
Bridge over ponds

Cllr Town confirmed that it was unlikely that the Parish would be able to get a weight restriction on the bridge.    

Cllr Town reported that BBC currently had a surplus of Highways funds and consideration will be given to applying for additional funding for Parish projects.
Action:  Cllr Town
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 5th October 2009 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore
enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

0801
NEXT EDITION


Mr Smith confirmed that all is running well.  Next edition deadline is Friday 31st October 2009.    Mr Smith confirmed that he was short of volunteers to deliver the magazine in various areas.    Following a recent incident, Mr Smith asked what the liability position was regarding volunteers who were injured whilst delivering magazines;   the Parish Clerk is asked to review the insurance policy for the situation.
Action:  Parish Clerk

Mr Smith reported that one advertisement which is positioned on the outer cover had been missed out from the last two issues.   A refund had been given for the missing ads and a free advertisement given in the next issue.  This will slightly reduce advertising income.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

0802
A meeting of the Recreation Committee was scheduled for 1.9.09 – Pending report minutes

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a) Play area – The Clerk has advised Ray Potter to go ahead with the repair work as per his suggestion as it is now beyond repair.  Awaiting his update and completion (in hand).

b)   Trees – Clerk reported she had received John Sharpe’s (Town & Country Landscapes Ltd)quotation to carry out the 30% crown reduction and pollard the small stumps as requested at a cost of £680 plus VAT.  Work completed.
c)  Fencing to play ground area (from monthly inspection report) – An area of the playground fencing had been damaged, just beyond the old location of the dog pen and requires repair.  Action: Clerk to instruct RP to repair

d)
Bench (information from Parishioner) – Work completed.




Mill Lane Play area

a) External fence – Parish Clerk to update minute here please.
b) Moles – It was reported that there was no further evidence of moles.

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


        a)     Football pitches (P.L.T) – await further action.  This is in hand with RK.  

b)    Field external fence – Awaiting action by Ray Potter – monitor for completion


Matters arising out of monthly inspection:


Cllr Lennon reported that one of the Trim Trail posts has rotted and will need repair.   This taks to be passed to Odd Jobbers for action.
Action:  Parish Clerk

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 6th October 2009 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

0803
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBA    
7.30pm
Meadow Farm, Exchange Rd, S.Massey


Recreation
6.10.09
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
5.10.09
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
8.10.09
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
24.11.09
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council 
15.10.09
7.30pm    
Tipps Cross R Hall


Community Police
TBC



P&R
Jan 2010
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

Cllr Henwood reported that an invitation had been extended to two representatives from the Parish Council to attend the Outings Lane Surgery on Thursday 24th September 3.00 p.m. to view the revised plans for the new Outings Lane Surgery.    It was agreed that Cllrs Henwood and Town will attend on behalf of the Council.
Action:  Cllrs Henwood/Town
0804
Bill Boards erected by Church – Still pending outcome of Peter Rose’s investigations. It was agreed that these are an eyesore.   Parish Clerk to chase again for a resolution. 



Action:  Parish Clerk
OTHER ITEMS

0805
Grass cutting at Poplar Close – Cllr Keeble monitoring.  
0806
Fly tipping of rubbish opposite sewage farm, Wyatts Green Rd – It was noted that the rubbish was still present in Wyatts Green Road – and the amount was growing.    The Parish Clerk had reported this problem twice to BBC;   the Council requested that this be chased again.


Action:  Parish Clerk

0807
The Sustainable Communities Act – The Clerk was in receipt of emails from Cllr Giordan.  However, in his absence it was decided this would be brought forward for discussion at the October meeting. 
Action:  Parish Clerk for agenda
ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

0808
Cllr Henwood requested the Clerk to write to the owners of ‘Pebbles, The Green, Blackmore’ requesting they do not continue to hang out their washing outside the temporary caravan to the front of the property.  Clerk also to ask when the caravan is scheduled to be removed as it is understood the building work has been completed.

0809
Due to the many unsocial calls at her home, the Parish Clerk has requested the Council’s permission to work from the office in Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall, rather than working from her home.      Cllr Henwood confirmed that all files and Parish equipment would be secure and locked away.    This request was approved.   It was noted that the new arrangements would have to be published in the Herald magazine.    A new bell could be fitted;  this to be raised with Tipps Cross.    The rent/light/heat currently given to the Parish Clerk would have to transferred and paid to Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall to offset their costs.    



Action:  Parish Clerk/Editor of the Herald/Tipps Cross Management
0810
Maintenance of Footpath 20 – Roger Blake (Clerk of Doddinghurst Parish) had written to the Parish Clerk regarding the maintenance of Footpath No. 20 within the BPC Parish boundaries.   Doddinghurst has offered to include Footpath 20 in their maintenance schedule and it was agreed that was a desirable suggestion.    The Parish Clerk to confirm BPC’s acceptance of this offer.


                               Action: Parish Clerk   
   
0811
Cllr Spiers questioned whether there was a suitable Induction Course for Parish Councillors as she would welcome some training in the role.   The Parish Clerk to follow up regarding Induction packs and Induction courses for both Cllrs Spiers and Hewes.   At her request, it was agreed that Cllr Spiers would no longer sit on the Recreation Committee but would become a member of the Environment Committee instead.    Cllr Hewes agreed to join the Planning Committee.    




Action:  Parish Clerk to update the Contact/Committees list
0812
It was agreed that a full contact list should be issued to all Councillors, new and existing.   



Action:   Parish Clerk

0813
Cllr Spiers announced that she will be holding a Coffee morning on Saturday 26th September – in aid of Macmillan Nurses.   All Councillors are invited.

0814
It was agreed that the Council will not ask the Village Fayre to pay for the broken planter on Village Green.    However, this decision will be reviewed if the Fayre makes no contribution towards the cost of refurbishing the Village pond.  

0815
It was noted that PCSO Susan Payne has left to become a full-time Police Officer,  having given an excellent service to the Parish over the past four years.   £135 was raised as a leaving gift.

0816
The Treasurer read to the meeting a report from Cllr Giordan which outlined the current financial status of Blackmore Village Hall.     It was noted that the Village Hall will be looking for increased contributions from the Blackmore Sports & Social Club and other user-organisations.       
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9:53 p.m.
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