Psion Revo questions & some answers





I got my Psion Revo in June 2000 and upgraded from my trusty 3a.  Below are some of my Q&As and the lessons I have learned.





david_shephard@talk21.com  12th December 2000





CONTACTS:How can I export my 3a Data files into Revo Contacts? I cannot find a way to import to VCF from CSV. I can change the labels on the CSV file if required. You need a third party product, or see below.


When I export a contact from Contacts into .VCF, then double click on the VCF file, as mall application launches, which allows me to “Add to Address Book”. Where is this address book?


Use Outlook express to import a CSV file. It will be best create the CSV file as close as possible to the VCF format to make import more successful. E.g change label and split up address fields.  Maybe this can also be done with Netscape communicator address book. Now the trick bit is to get this exported to VCF!!





The product I used was DataContact by Pascal Nicolas. To get the best result it is necessary to restructure the DATA file before hand to match a close as possible the contacts format. If information is being ported from an external database, great care must be taken about field order. It is best to create a new data file in the Psion and add new labels in PRECISLEY the order of the exported data base file.  It may be worth cleaning this up in a spreadsheet and save as a tab delimited text file, fields can be arranged as required.  This can them be copied to the Psion and merged into the new data base structure.  Display Order of labels in A DATA file does not necessarily match actual order. Try this on a small data file as deleting lots of CONTACTS is laborious.





CONTACTS: is there a way to duplicate a card where most details are similar to another card?


There does not appear to be a direct way to do this. It can be achieved by exporting a single contact to "duplicate.vcf" then importing it. Then adjust the field that need to ne changed.





AGENDA: How do I get a YEAR view like in a 3A?


It is available on a Psion 5mx but not my Revo.  As the Revo is a baby 5mx I can understand some applications not being available, but I am disappointed that useful items that existed before on a 3a which has same screen size are omitted.





AGENDA:How do I only allow to-do entries of a certain priority to be displayed? This was possible in a 3a..


NO Luck with this one





AGENDA:How can I get just one TO-DO list shown. This was possible in a 3a.


NO Luck with this one





ALL:Is there a quick way to get accented characters. CTL + “ a for ( does not work any more?


It appears that thisreally useful & intuitive utility has disappeared in this fashion. Now it is necessar to use the CTL key followed by a number which is from the standard code page, e.g.  ä is CTL 228. These characters can be copied from  a jotter but frequent use will mean that popular numbers will become familiar.





SYSTEM:Why do I get To Do items show on SYSTEM/TODAY view which if for future days? These Items are not shown in the AGENDA/DAY view for today





AGENDA: How do I Jump to a date more than 2 months ahead?


Use CTRL+G. to replace old 3a jump function.





AGENDA: It would be a really nice touch if Psion had on its web site a small AGN file(s)  which had country specific dates as EVENTS similar to those found in a printed dairy that users could download an merge into their own agenda. This would save a lot of work for many people and not take very long for a single person to create at PSION.





See My Website http://website.lineone.net/~david.shephard





AGENDA: For previous 3a users used to jumping directly between views this can still be done by using CTL+SHIFT+"letter" of desired view, e.g. "W" for weekly view. ESC still moves between two most recent views. This is not detailed in the manual.





AGENDA: Manual page 69 describes functions to move dates by month. These do not work as described, sometimes the jump is incorrect. Examples given below 


Select date Tuesday June 6th 2000, first Tuesday of June, use CTL+ Down Arrow


1st CTL+ ( moves to July 4th first Tuesday.


2nd CTL+ ( moves to August 8th second Tuesday.


3rd CTL+ ( moves to September 5th first Tuesday.





Following the same sequence Jan 2001& May 2001 is incorrect





Select date Saturday April 7th 2001, first Saturday of April, use CTL+ Up Arrow


1st CTL+( moves to Saturday March 10th, second Saturday.


2nd CTL+( moves to Saturday February 10th, second Saturday.


3rd CTL+( moves to Saturday January 13th, second Saturday.








Select date Saturday August 5th  2000, first Saturday of August, use CTL+ Right Arrow


1st CTL+( moves to Saturday September 2nd, first Saturday.


2nd CTL+( moves to Sunday October 1st, first Sunday.


3rd CTL+( moves to Sunday November 5th, first Sunday.





However, the Repeat function in AGENDA for appointments does seem to function correctly.








WORD: There is no SAVE on the FILE menu!


This is accessible on the File|More menu, but CTL+S does it anyway.





PHONE: How can I get settings to enable communications with my Nokia 6110 infrared enabled (but not modem enabled ) mobile phone?





The Revo will work with any Infrared phone conforming to the GSM 07.07 standard for phonebook management. Check your phone's documentation to find out if this is the case. The Nokia 6110  (my previous phone) does not conform to this standard and hence, will not work. Psion could have written a driver but chose not to do so.


In the (UK) I  now use a Nokia 7110, which conforms to the standard. Other suitable Nokia phone are 8210, 8810, 8850


For more information go to www.psion.com/support and select REVO and search KEYWORD for MOBILE, there are downloadable documents here for phones from Ericsson, Motorola, Nokia & Siemens. 





*END*












































