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Well 2009’s flying start soon came to an abrupt halt as the first proper winter for 
years forced the cancellation of the Hinman Trial. Not only was this the first proper 
winter for years, it was the best winter for years – and I’m starting to like snow, it 
stops the High Street and the roads from being cluttered up with old people! 
  
But this cancelation was our first in living memory and it wasn’t an easy decision to 
make. Following Friday and Saturday’s improvement in the weather, a decision I 
thought was probably wrong but Stuart Alford, who went practising, and Phil Marris, 
who visited the venue, confirmed 
cancelling was the right decision.  
The Peter Carter trial on 31st May will now 
include a round of the East Midland Centre 
Youth Championships which should have 
formed part of the Hinman. 
 
Fortunately things continued to improve for 
Valentines night and the Bruce. The low-
lying roads all remained snow and frost-
free although it was a little different on the 
Wolds with several inches of snow making 
some of the hills barely passable and 
creating a few problems on Ludford. 

 
In these times of depression and the closure of 
businesses, the Bruce created a rare and welcome 
business opportunity, as there is now a World 
shortage of cable-ties! As David Dimbleby and his 
team used several million of the shiny black little 
buggers on Wickenby to attach netting to pallets. 
 

Expect to see David soon in the “Dragons Den” 
 

David Chapman. 
 



Ramblings  
 
Don’t know how many of you have had any involvement or attended a bike rally, no 
not the Dakar kind but the good old camping and partying variety, the biggest have 
been the Hells Angels “Bulldog Bash” and the Outlaws “Rock and Blues”, the latter 
has now sadly disappeared from the calendar and the former hit the headlines in ‘07 
after the shooting on the M40, these two events regularly attracted attendances in 
excess of 20,000. Events range from as few as 200 attending to thousands. 
Primarily a “summer” activity usually starting in late March and running through to 
early October, with a few winter events thrown in, the most well known of the UK 
winter gatherings is the “Dragon Rally “ held on the Welsh coast in January and the 
granddaddy of em all and one I remember reading about way back when we 
had two weekly bike mags affectionately known as the “blue un “ and 
“green un” due to colour of the cover and that is the Elephant Rally, 
again held in Jan/Feb in Germany, in the Eiffel Mountains, 
even in today’s climate night-time temp can drop well 
below -12 deg c and have up op 18” of snow , certainly 
enough to test the tent and sleeping bag!!. 
Winter or summer the format is similar, a catering unit 
(s), beer tent (vital), portaloos (even more vital!) and 
some form of live music, the bigger events 
inevitably have a trade area, a “shop” and a 
leather stand that can do essential repairs. 
Don’t ask me how the name was conjured up 
but the most famous of the “rally shops “ 
trades under the wonderful name of 
“Kumansukme”. 
 
Talking of temperatures three years ago I did the 623 MC’s “Pheasant Plucker” Rally 
in Derbyshire (try saying that after a night in the beer tent!), that year it was held just 
outside of Ashbourne. I decided being November I would use “Wallace & Grommet”  
(350 Jawa outfit), Wal was flat out about 60 and without any ballast in the chair the 
handling could at best be described as “evil”, (when I sold it on, the purchaser only 
rode it once and promptly sold it?) using Wal meant that better tent and thicker 
sleeping bag and air bed could be used. Also decided to use open face helmet, 
despite lack of velocity this was a BIG MISTAKE! Heading towards Nottingham I ran 
into sleet, and as darkness descended so did the temperature, by the time I got to 
the venue it was about 7pm, it took 15min standing under a patio heater to defrost 
face. Anyway, having got the formalities over a pitch was found and was it cold, by 
the time I had the tent outer up and pegged out it had frost forming on the inside. 
With all the domestics done and the bed made the next stop the bar, and this being 
a campsite it had a clubhouse and proper toilets and showers, “luxury”. After suitable 
investment in the local economy and also due to the fact the bar was closing it was 
back to tent, on with gloves and hat, boots kept on and feet in bin bag and a good 
nights sleep was had. On waking I could hear kids voices yet with eyes open it was 
black! Slowly compus mentus returned and I realised that through the night I had 
pulled hat down over eyes and it was in fact nearly 9am, must have been tired and 
not the influence of the hop infused water taken to wash down food! Discussion over 
a bacon roll and a brew revealed that temp had at one point dropped to -12C, such 



was the shock of this revelation that it instigated a stampede to the bar as soon as 
open! Oh the joy of heated facilities, at times both shower and toilet blocks were full 
of folk sitting on floor chatting and getting warm, with a beer in the hand too! 
 
Amazing how people forget how easily sound carries on a campsite, at another 
event a couple of years ago in the peace of the night a female voice uttered immortal 
words, “your not putting that thing in me, its not been washed for three days!” this 
brought several ribald comments as to the solution!!  From nearby tents, all this 
merriment brought waves of laughter from the whole site. 
 

This year, despite my advancing years, will see me lose my European 
virginity! (Steady On Mr President, control those thoughts!). 

Quiet an innocent comment really, means that I will be doing 
my first European rally, in Belgium, at Loppem just out side 

Brugge. I will do my best and try not to uphold the now 
motor club tradition of visiting ditches (apologies Mr 

Chairman) will probably be wet as I have never been 
to Belgium when it has not rained, no, take that 

back, absolutely peed down!  
Held over the weekend of our spring bank 
holiday it will be an ideal opportunity to 
erode Anglo – European relationships as 

well as support the monastery 
fermentation industry, just hope pound 

and euro not on parity. Talking of 
fermentation, have had a busy autumn and 

winter exercising some demijohns, whilst last year was not a 
good season for sloes I have currently got blueberry gin and vodka 
coming along nicely, as is the raspberry vodka. The plum shrub is ready for bottling 
and my first go at mango vodkas is looking promising, it has the lovely soft colour of 
single malt. All are remarkably easy to make and are much more satisfying than the 
commercial versions, if you can even get them. Next on the list is some pineapple 
white rum. A hip flask of one or the other usually goes in the camping stuff on the 
bike, a cold damp night in the tent is much more tolerable with a little sustenance! 
 
Greybiker 
 
 
 
 

CLUB CARD CORRECTION 
 

The Molly Johnson Trial on 20th September 
Is NOT a Road Trial 
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Richard Timperley made the perfect start to regaining the 
East Midland Centre Trials Championship he last won in 
2007. The four-times previous winner taking victory in the 
Mick Ingamells trial, the opening round of the six-round 
series, with a loss of just one point. 

 
We managed to use Manton quarry’s increasingly limited 

potential to the maximum and produced ten varied and testing 
sections but still failed to thwart Richard. His single loss coming on 

section three, the day’s toughest challenge comprising steep banks and a narrow 
gully. Another former winner, our own Philip Marris, took a comfortable second place 
with a total of eleven, with reigning Centre intermediate champion Paul Marwood 
completing the expert podium. 
 
Andres Cook reverted to two-stroke power having swopped the 4RT Montesa for a 
new Gas Gas and claimed maximum points in the intermediate class with a loss of 
fifty-seven, twenty clear of second placed Tim Johnson. 
 
Competition was much closer on the mid-route where novices Peter Emery, 
recovering from two first lap fives, and Stewart Dickinson dropped fifty-two apiece. 
Peter getting the verdict on the most cleans tiebreaker. And Dicko rueing a few slack 
dabs on Woody’s section six! 
 
In the non-championship classes Luke Walker underlined his superiority in the 
youths as he tied with Phil Marris on the hard route but recorded one less clean. 
Over forties took the top three places on the mid route with Mark Timperley echoing 
son Richard’s victory.  
 
RESULTS 
 
Experts: - Richard Timperley (Gas) 1 

Philip Marris (Gas) 11 
Paul Marwood (Gas) 68 

Inters: - Andres Cook (Gas) 57 
Tim Johnson (AVI Beta) 77 
Adam Frith (Gas) 112 

Youth A: - Luke Walker (Sherco) 11 
 
Novices: - Peter Emery (Beta) 52 25cl 

Stew Dickinson (Mont) 52 23cl 
Mark Rodgers (Beta) 77 

Over 40s: - Mark Timperley (Beta) 19 
John Hamblin (Gas) 29 
Leigh Elliott (Gas) 33 

Youth B: - Aaron Marklew (Sherco) 39 
 
Over 50: -  Michael Smalley (Beta) 25 
Air Cooled: - Kevin Witting (Yamaha) 24 
Youth C: - Jordan Kent (Beta) 40 
 
 
 
 


