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Cardiff Cycling Campaign

33 The Balcony   Castle Arcade   CARDIFF   CF10 2BY



    please reply to M Wallis, 48 Westbourne Rd, Penarth, CF64 3HF
Carwyn Jones AM, Minister for Planning,



15 June 2003
Welsh Assembly Government, 

Cathays Park , Cardiff
Dear Minister,

Request to "call in" St Davids 2 planning application, Cardifff County Council
We ask that you critically assess this plan, which closes existing routes and blocks convenient and safer routes for cyclists, and would "force them to use the increasingly heavily trafficked" parts of the Cardiff inner ring road. In our view, because the planned development deters cyclists and worsens conditions for them, it conflicts with the National Cycling Strategy, the (draft) Wales Walking & Cycling Strategy, the Council's own Cycling Strategy/policy and the Local Transport Plan guidance.

The phrase quoted above is from the Planning Committee Chair's Note on cycling issues.  This Note also accepts that their proposed solution - to allow cycling on pedestrian areas outside core shopping times "commensurate with service vehicle access" - does not meet the need during the "evening commute".

The Council Env. Scrutiny Cttee in February and Economic Scrutiny Committee of 25 March considered the issue and resolved that the cross-city cycle routes be kept open.  The Planning committee in approving the plan on 12 June failed to do this.  Instead we were promised a future "comprehensive study" of potential cross-city improvements.

We informed the Council we are not opposing the overall development scheme, but critical of the exclusion or partial exclusion of cycling and the cycling-hostile road changes (present roads), because it would worsen travel conditions for cyclists and subject them to extra traffic hazards.   We offered to work with the Council and developer to explore and resolve the outstanding points on the new and changed access roads, and hopefully agree an alternative through route for cyclists.

In the event, the Council declined to defer the planning decision to allow this.  We therefore ask the Minister to exercise the powers to call in the decision to consider the inadequate compliance with policy and priority/safe provision for cycling.

Yours sincerely,

Max Wallis             

Chair, Cardiff Cycling Campaign

tel. 029 2021 0708 wallismk@cf.ac.uk
cc. Matt Price, Sustrans

      R Gatheridge, CTC

