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Dear Ms Hodgson

St David’s 2, Cardiff - Planning Application numbers 05/502C and 05/503C

Provision for Cyclists

I refer to our telephone conversation on 21 April, regarding the above.  I was most concerned to hear your comment that cycling was to be excluded from the public space within the development area.  

As I am aware, the details of cycle and pedestrian facilities and crossings etc are under consideration as part of the current applications by virtue of Condition 36 of the outline planning consent.  While we acknowledge that access for cycling will ultimately be determined by the revision of the existing Highways Orders covering the roads and public spaces, we are concerned to ensure that the detailed design of the scheme to be approved under the current application does not prejudice consideration of the Highway Order revision.  

Having inspected the plans for the detailed planning applications, we consider that a number of the features of the design details do not cater for cycling access through the development site area.  We are particularly concerned that the design does not allow for safe cross-town cycling movements, through the prevention of cycling in pedestrian areas, without the provision of adequate on-road facilities.  

Proposed Pedestrian Areas

The Committee report on the outline application concluded that the matter of cycling access would be determined by the Highways Orders and that there would be a period of experimentation to assess its success.  The summary of the comments made by the Chief Traffic and Transportation Officer (in 8.7.16) states: -

He therefore recommends that, in line with many other UK city centres, during morning and evening peaks, cyclists should be allowed access to Hayes Bridge Road, The Hayes, Working Street and St John Street.  This provision should also be extended to include Queen Street to provide a level of continuity and help mitigate the loss of Bridge Street.

We are not aware whether this period of experimentation has already taken place, and if so what was the outcome?  

We realise there is a heavy pedestrian footfall at busy shopping times, but these streets are still desire lines for cyclists, so the design should not preclude access by cycle.  It is particularly important that cyclists should be permitted to go through these areas at peak travel times for those wishing to commute by cycle.

Cycle Parking

A major part of the attraction of cycling is the convenience of closer access to destinations than is possible with a car.  The siting of cycle parking facilities only at the edges of the development area fails to encourage those who would like to cycle to work in the centre, or those who are making only a short visit, which would be discouraged by long walking distances within the centre.  

Highway facilities

Paragraph 8.7.15 of the Committee report of May 2003, states that “ ‘through’ trips can be accommodated on the adjacent highway via the introduction of cycle priority measures on roads”.  We are concerned that the details in the highway proposals only appear to provide for Advance Stop Lines.  These alone are not adequate on the proposed through routes around the pedestrian area, where the traffic levels are high.  On-highway cycle lanes as a minimum, or shared use paths will be required to ensure cycling is possible in sufficient safety so as not to endanger current cyclists or deter potential cyclists.  

The Chief Traffic and Transportation Officer noted that the development cuts across part of the approved Cardiff Strategic Cycle Network, and that this “can be ameliorated by provision being made for dedicated cycle facilities along Bute Terrace, connecting Customhouse Street, Adam Street, Station Terrace and Callaghan Square.”  He recommended that “on-carriageway cycle lanes and lead-in lanes also be included with advanced stop lines”, 
He also acknowledged that “increased traffic flows following the opening of St. David’s 2 could make it difficult to implement further on-carriageway cycle facilities”.  It is therefore essential that these facilities are incorporated as part of this scheme and are not postponed until such time when the need is acknowledged.  

We would like to arrange a meeting with you urgently to set out our concerns and will telephone to arrange this. 

Yours sincerely 

Matthew Price

National Director, Wales

Tel: 029 2065 0602

Cc Planning Committee members
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