ATB: URGENT ST DAVID'S 2

Matt Price <matt.price@sustrans.org.uk>

Friday, 5 May, 2006 11:58:11 AM 

To:Dyfed Huws <dyfedhuws@yahoo.co.uk>
Cc:vinnym@sustrans.org.uk
Dear Dyfed
 

Sustrans has expressed serious concerns about the impact of St Davids II throughout the period of consultation on this development and the way its design will potentially exacerbate existing difficulties with cycling access in the city centre of Cardiff. We have also expressed concerns about the adequacy of on road cycling facilities that will be provided in association with the St Davids II development. Our concern stems from the inevitable increase in traffic that will occur on the adjacent road network and particularly Bute Terrace that will result from the net increase in parking space that the development will provide - between 800 and 1,000 extra spaces I understand. The presence of this traffic in terms of its volume and speed will undoubtedly make conditions on the road far less conducive to cycling, particularly if the movement and flow of motorised vehicles is given priority in the road design and its management. Given the scale of this development and its likely traffic impacts, there is clearly a need for dedicated cycling facilities to provide cyclists with a safe refuge from traffic. This will not be achieved through the introduction of red surfacing that is often narrow, unevenly laid, not kept clear of debris and, where it is advisory only, abused by motorists. This type of facility is unlikely to be attractive to cyclists on Bute Terrace where traffic flows will be particularly heavy following the the completion of St Davids II. A far preferable solution would be through physical segregation of the cycling facility from the carriageway and I attach pictures of two examples of the type of facility that ought to be provided here, which are from Donegal and Bristol. More examples can be provided by Sustrans on request. 
 

In London, where Transport for London has been investing year on year in making the road network safer for cyclists and giving the greater priority in terms of space, the results have been dramatic. In the 6 years there has been a virtual halving of road fatalities and serious injuries.  KSI (killed and seriously injured) figures are down 6,600 a year to 3,400.  Cycle casualties are down 42% - and yet cycle use has doubled.   (Source: Transport Times, 7 April 2006).
 

I trust this clarifies our position.
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